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NEWS

With the numbers 
of homeless men 

and women soaring, 
Medford is scrambling 

to add solutions, but 
the latest proposal for 

an encampment of 
tiny houses downtown 

isn’t sitting well with 
business-owners. 

FEATURE
Sure, growing weed 

is legal. But your 
neighbor may not be 
so pleased with your 

newly discovered green 
thumb. Our writer, Mike 

Dickenson, provides 
tips for diplomacy for 

mending fences. 

CULTURE
There is a, well, chorus 

of choral offerings in the 
region. Rob Griswell-
Lowry, director of the 

Rogue Valley Peace 
Choir, sits down with 

the Messenger to talk 
about the spring concert 

season.

SPORTS
An ideal combination of 

accessible public land 
and breathtaking scenery 
makes Oregon one of the 
best places in the nation 

to ride a dirt bike, and 
the southern part of the 

state is prime. Our sports 
writer Dac Collins checks 
in on the back road sport. 
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To Stay 
Rooted 
or To 

Explore? 
Perhaps the biggest question of the season is: 

To stay planted or to un-root? That is, spring in-
spires both a restlessness to get out and go, as well as 

a desire to dig in the dirt and plant seeds and plants for the 
upcoming months. 

We are pleased to present ideas for both: Our Spring Into 
Action issue, with mentions of a few hikes, thoughts about 
gardening, and, overall, a big sense of attay-boy get-out-

there-and-go encouragement to spring into action.  
Jeanine Moy with KS Wild wrote in with a mailbag full of hiking sugges-

tions and, in particular pointing out the amazing geography and biodiversity of  
the region. 

“Today,” she emailed, “the Rogue Valley takes great pride in its plant-derived 
products; beer and wine, non-GMO crops, and of course the new green-gold, can-
nabis. But little known to most local residents is that we are blessed with a hotbed 
of native plant wonders, nothing short of world-renown.”

Moy points out that the Rogue Valley, as part of the greater Klamath-Siskiy-
ou bioregion, “harbors staggering biodiversity; globally recognized for having 
some of the highest conifer diversity in the world, and named as one of only seven 
North American Ecoregions of Global Botanical Significance by the International 
Union for Conservation of Nature.”

What is remarkable—and important to remember when heading out for hikes 
and exploring this springtime—is that the beautiful of the region is derived both 
from the grand (the views, the mountains) as well as the small, like the some hun-
dred-plus unique and what Moy calls “iconic” plants to our region; “endemic, 
rare, and awesome!”

Over 3,500 plant species, she points out, and 220 of them being totally unique 
to the area. 

If you don’t know where to start, KS Wild is a good place. On April 22 (yes, Earth 
Day), KS Wild hosts a Hike and Happy Hour on the Greensprings, an easy-going 
two mile loop with scenic views of the Rogue Valley that points out some of these 
unique wildflowers. (12:30 pm, meet at Greensprings Loop Trailhead). 

Southern Oregon is also home to a number of long-distance hikers, residents 
who (ironically?) call here home but wander over the earth, one step at a time. The 
other evening, I hosted a lecture by Shane Von Schlemp, a computer engineer who 
had itchy feet and became a long-distance hiker. He has traveled the famed Pa-
cific Coast Trail, but more impressively, he has helped pioneer the Oregon Desert 
Trail, a faint trail that meanders 800 miles through some of Oregon’s most hard-scrab-
bled and remote reaches. The first complete thru-hike of the ODT was made during 
the summer of 2013 by Sage Clegg. It largely traverses over BLM land and patches 
together remote federal tracts. Unlike the PCT with its well-marked pathways, ODT is 
what is hikers call a “conceptual hiking route.” The trailhead is east of Bend, and yarns 
southeast for some 200 miles before doglegging just above the California border. In the 
Owyhee Canyonlands in the state’s southeast corner, the route even leaves a dirt trail 
completely and requires “hikers” to swim along a river. From the desert floor to Steens 
Mountain, temperatures can fluctuate 100 degrees in a 24-hour span.

Another such hiker is Aria Zoner, an Ashland author and professional long-dis-
tance hiker. On Monday, April 25, Zoner is presenting on The Hot Springs Trail 
“the world’s longest therapeutic trail.” (5 pm, Ashland Library’s Gresham Room)

“I’m convinced that the challenges and efforts of climbing over mountains 
and traveling on foot through the wilderness when combined with hot springs 
soaking and unbelievable views from the campsite is sure to improve not only the 
health of our bodies but the wellness of our spirit and minds,” Zoner told us. It is 
a trail that has both wilderness and community—“more summits, more Farmer’s 
Markets, but mostly more hot springs,” Zoner exclaims. 

And, finally, in a planting seeds and taking first steps sort of way, the student 
newspaper at SOU is need funding. Please donate the price of a cup of coffee and 
help the insttition of The Siskiyou stay in the business of providing news and in-
formation, GoFundMe.com/vcxcz8k.

DON’T SHOOT
THE MESSENGER

Open Daily 8 to 8 • 945 S Riverside Ave • (541)779-2667
www.medfordfood.coop • info@medfordfood.coop             \

Everyday low prices on 
over 100 staple items!
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LETTERS
Have something to say? 
Send your thoughts and SnapShot submissions to:

editorial@roguevalleymessenger.com. 
Letters must be received by noon Friday before next 

 print date for inclusion in the following week’s paper. 

Please limit letters to 250 words. Submission does  

not guarantee publication. 

Speak Up

WANT OUR ADVICE? @LOGICOFALEX OR RVMESSENGERADVICE@GMAIL.COM   

Hey Messenger: I work as a tutor and am having 
problems right now whether to “tutor” someone 
who needs some help figuring out why his “Facebook 
share codes” don’t work for some shady marketing 
scheme. It is like a modern day pyramid scheme, 
called mlm (multi-level marketing). The guy pays 
$30 a month for “marketing tools” to get other people 
to pay $30 a month for the same product. He in turn 
receives $20 from that person and $20 from any oth-
er subsequent person who that person recruits. I can 
help him get his Facebook share codes to work, but 
I feel like this business is a scam. What should I do? 
-Scam Sniffer in Southern Oregon

Hello Scam Sniffer: There is no singular an-
swer to this kind of serious moral dilemma. The 
only thing you can do is search the cavernous re-
cesses of your soul and ask yourself how you will 
feel going to bed at night knowing what you have 
done. Could you live with yourself? Would you be 
able to look your children in the eye and say, “yes 
little Sally, I helped that man make 80 dollars off 
of a Facebook multi-level marketing scheme.” Try 
saying that to yourself and see how it feels. If you 
don’t have any kids, try it in the mirror, sober. 

Hey Messenger: I’ve been talking to this one guy 
for several months now. Thought I liked him. Until, 
that is, he points out every good-looking woman 
he sees in whatever shows we watch together, or 
maybe on the street, or who know where else. He›d 
ask me deliberately if I thought they were pretty, etc. 
However, I feel it›s inappropriate—and I feel like it’s 
dancing on the fine line of what’s permissible in an 
exclusive relationship. Shouldn’t he pretend I’m spe-
cial, at least? Sure, there are oh so many gorgeous 

women out there, but he’s with me. And I’m pretty 
gorgeous too. Ultimately, I think it’s about respect 
more than anything--and I wanted some advice how 
to go about “demanding” for that respect? Passive 
aggression only goes so far, and communicating ev-
erything has become to feel stale to me. I say not to 
do something, I feel like a mother. I’m not his mom, 
but his lover, I don’t want to delineate and demand 
anymore, especially the obvious. Should I drop this 
person out of the race altogether?

Sincerely, Jaded and Slightly Slighted Lady
Hello J.S.S.L.:I always like to think of suspi-

cious situations like this in terms of best and worst 
case scenarios because it helps me to imagine the 
spectrum of possibilities. Then you can start to 
problem solve based on that. The best-case sce-
nario here is that he has a lame personality and 
finds this amusing. But, I guess that isn’t always 
a deal breaker. It depends on your priorities. The 
worst-case scenario is that he is actually an ass-
hole. If, in some alternate universe, I could actual-
ly tolerate a man who did this, what I would do is 
sit him down for an open and honest conversation. 
I would explain to him in the plainest of terms 
how it makes me feel. From reading your question, 
I get the sense that you are a bit of a game-player. 
Honest communication should never feel “stale.” 
The purpose after all is not entertainment, but 
strengthening a connection.  Could it be that he 
is reacting to this game-playing tone that you 
are helping to set? Maybe if you stopped all of 
that, he would stop pushing your buttons with 
this inappropriate commenting thing. Try being 
open and honest first, and see if he follows suit. If  
he doesn’t, then he’s probably just a doozy of  
a dude.  

RE.: A VOTE FOR PUBLIC TRANSIT 
In the Rogue Valley, transportation is a substantial part of our 

regional emissions: 30%.  One way to reduce local emissions is to 
maintain a healthy local public transit system. Unfortunately, local 
funding for Rogue Valley Transit District (RVTD) has not changed in 
30 years. Because of inflation, this means that in real dollars, funding 
is below 25% of what it then was.

Public transit improves access to education and provides opportu-
nities for workers to be more mobile in their search for higher wage 
jobs. Since businesses contemplating relocation often consider public 
transit as a valuable asset and inducement to relocate, a vital transit 
system could enhance economic growth. Since fewer private auto-
mobile miles mean less air pollution, a vita public transit could re-
duce traffic congestion and improve air quality.  

When residents previously rejected a small tax levy, RVTD was forced 
to curtail service.  Despite numerous steps to reduce costs, service will 
be further curtailed without improved funding.  Support the small tax 
levy on the ballot in May. 

- Ken Deveney, Ashland

RE.: BEAR CREEK
 The Medford City Council essentially uses the greenway as a 

homeless shelter, and place to push drug users. They are about to 
build another parking garage on it, after using urban renewal funds 
to build a park lot next to it. We need to embrace the creek. A west-
side promenade, for creek side business. Tunneling the viaduct, mak-
ing the water swimmable, restoring salmon, beavers, etc. Tourism 
would flourish, but our leaders seem go for strip malls and fast food 
restaurants.

- Mike Mayne

RE.: ELECTIONS
What I find scary this election season is what I fear when looking 

in the mirror. We all have a dark side, but don’t we fight to contain 
it, to modify it, to focus on what is best not what is worst within us?

The hate mongering that began in the 80’s with the likes of Lim-
baugh, followed by Fox and Murdoch, too many political pundits and 
now one party’s leading candidates for the Presidency, are showing 
us how much ugliness is present in the USA.

I ask myself why these bullying forces of racism, bigotry, and hate 
are apparently successful at appealing to the worst in us. This is not 
the world I want my grandchildren to inherit. These exploiters, these 
fear mongers, mobsters, and alarmists are neither great orators nor 
do they have visions that aspire us to greatness. They promote hei-
nous policies with villainous language.

Looking in the mirror and recalling our history, I feel that it is pos-
sible for well-meaning people like me to suddenly become intolerant, 
hateful and mean. What I need is for us to reject this direction and 
work together, to take pleasure in striving for generosity, integrity, 
excellence, sensibility, fairness, and civility.

- Louise Shawkat
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lthough everyone gathered at 
last week’s city council hearing 
in Medford seemed to agree that 
there is an increasing number 
of—and immediate need to do 
something, anything for—home-
less men and women in the area, 

there was not a shared idea about a solution. Over the 
past few years, the number of homeless men and women 
living in tents around the area has noticeably jumped up, 
but as dutifully as social service agencies have provided 
shelters and services, there does not seem to be a lasting 
solution to hold back the swelling homeless population.

Medford City Council has jumped into the debate as 
it considers a proposal from a local nonprofit, Rogue Re-
treat, to lease a plot of land on Front Street as a site for 
a collection of so-called “tiny houses”—about the size of 
a garden shed—which would provide semi-permanent 
housing for otherwise homeless men and women. 

But not everyone sees the tiny houses as a solution—or, 
at least, doesn’t agree that the plot of land, adjacent to a 
collection of businesses, is the best location. 

Last Thursday, about 15 people showed up at a noon 
session to provide their thoughts—mainly opposition—to 
the idea. Some of the most succinct testimony came from 
John Wing, who sits on the Board of Directors for Ran-
dall Theater, which would be neighbors with the new 
encampment. 

“We believe that it sounds like a worthwhile pro-
gram,” he told the mayor and councilmembers; “howev-
er, we believe the placing at the corner of 3rd and Front 
Street will have a negative impact on us financially.” He 
added, “we have received messages by phone email and 
in person from Randall Theater goers with concerns 
ranging from parking to their own personal safety. Sev-
eral have told us that if this project moves,  they will not 
return to the theater.”

Wing’s observations and concerns echoed many busi-
ness owners in the neighborhood,  who agreed that there 

need to be more services and support for the homeless, 
but fear that a homeless encampment adjacent to their 
businesses will have adverse financial impacts. “If we 
were to lose even a small percentage of ticket sales, it 
would hurt us significantly to the point where we would 
have to move, which we cannot afford to do or close our 
doors all together,” he plainly stated.

The proposed Hope Village seemed to present a par-
ticular keen challenge to many of the businesses, as ven-
ues like Randall Theater already are active community 
supporters. 

“The Randall,” pointed out Wing, “is the only theater 
in Oregon that offers name-what-you-want pricing, pro-
viding the opportunity for people who might not be able 
to afford to go to a show to see us.” He continued, “we 
also provide special screenings for clients of the addic-
tion recovery center and children with developmental 
challenges.”

He concluded, “We understand the need to provide 
those people not homeless by choice the opportunity to 
make a better life, and we support that, (but) we believe 
in the best interest of the whole village and the business-
es surrounding the area to (locate the camp to) a more 
immediately supportive location.” 

Ultimately, the debate focuses a struggle about what 
the neighborhood will become—and also, about how 
Medford will manage homeless men and women. Anoth-
er business owner in the neighborhood pointed out that 
they had recently purchased a lot in the neighborhood 
for $750,000 and invested nearly another quarter-mil-
lion and that the homeless encampment threatens that 
investment.  

The debate—and proposal of Hope Village—also in-
dicates the growing concern and vexing problem about 
what to do about homeless populations, which increas-
ingly have been prevalent in smaller cities like Medford 
and Ashland. The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development estimates there are roughly three-quarter mil-
lion persons who are homeless in the United States—a num-

ber that most advocates say far undersells the problem. Esti-
mates vary wildly, but the conservative estimate is there 
are nearly 10,000 homeless persons in Oregon, while 
other estimates triple that number. 

Although the financial recession triggered by the 
housing market bust in 2008 has eased for many sectors 
of the economy, as the economy has rebounded, rents 
have soared in many Oregon cities. According to a 2015 
study, in counties outside of Portland, homeless popu-
lations have swelled three times in size in smaller com-
munities. Medford is particularly troubled, with an esti-
mated 1200 students in the school district falling within 
the definition of homeless, a number that has grown 20 
percent in the past two years. 

Although Medford has a number of strong social 
service agencies, the numbers are overwhelming. One 
solution that other cities, like Portland, have tried are 
so-called “tiny houses.” Proponents have pointed out 
that semi-permanent housing like the tiny houses is es-
pecially attractive for financial reasons. Costing roughly 
$4000 to build, they are a fraction of the $31,000 that 
each homeless person, on average, costs public entities 
like city and state governments in jail stays, hospital 
room visits and public services, according to the Central 
Florida Commission on Homelessness.  

Providing the most heartfelt testimony for the after-
noon, Kim Clark, a case manager for Home at Last, spoke 
about her own experiences as a homeless person. “I am 
one of the faces of homelessness,” she explained, and 
poignantly pointed out, “everybody wants to help the 
homeless, but nobody wants it next to them.”

There is no scheduled vote for the proposal. At 
this point, the council seems divided. By the end of 
the study session, council members Dick Gordon and 
Chris Corcoran seemed eager to move forward quickly, 
while Michael Zarosinski wanted further deliberation, 
and Eli Mathews said he couldn’t move forward with 
this without cooperation from local businesses.  

NEWS

A

Agreed on the Problem, Differing on the Solution 
Medford City Council considers a homeless encampment 
BY PHIL BUSSE, WITH REPORTING BY RYAN DEGAN

PHOTO BY GARRY KNIGHT
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Cathy Dombi, AIFF’s 
Executive Director 
BY RYAN DEGAN

Like a (benevolent) tor-
nado passing through town, 
the Ashland Independent 
Film Festival (AIFF) has 
come and gone. But a film 
enthusiast’s work is never 
done. For this issue’s Public 
Profile, we sat down with 
AIFF Executive Director, 
Cathy Dombi, to talk about 
the inner workings of the 
festival and its benefits to the 
community.

Rogue Valley Messen-
ger: What has set this year 
apart from previous festi-
vals?

Cathy Dombi: We have 
more themes in the festival 
this year. We have a strong 
focus on women filmmakers 
and films that feature themes around LGBTQ documentaries or features.

RVM: Can you tell me about the preparation you do leading into a fes-
tival? How are films chosen to screen?

CD: We start accepting submissions from filmmakers in September. This 
year we had over 1300 film submissions; last year it was about 1200, and the 
year before that, it was 900. We round up 25 volunteers who are screeners, 
and we also have a computer program that tracks all of our incoming films and 
reviews. Our screeners will watch the films, write reviews, and decide if a film 
should advance or not. Every film gets watched at least twice and sometimes 
three or four times. 

Often there is a pool of films that gets watched over and over again. We have 
so many great films that we have to make some hard decisions as to what will 
make the festival and what won’t. You want a variety and something that ap-
peals to all segments of your audience. Sometimes there are films that were 
worthy of being in the festival, but perhaps are too similar to what we already 
have. Maybe we have several films of that same genre. 

RVM: What can you tell me about the financial boost the festival gives 
the community?

CD: Ashland is the home of the Oregon Shakespeare Festival and they start 
their season in February, but it’s a slow building to the tourist season. So we 
really come in at a time when it’s just before the tourists are here in full force. 
Also, we’re not just bringing in people from far away. We are also gathering 
our Southern Oregon community to come experience and enjoy downtown 
Ashland. 

This year, we sold over 19,000 tickets. Over the past few years, we’ve been 
growing by about a 1000 a year. That’s one of the reasons why in 2013, we 
started screening films at Ashland St. Cinemas, and this year, we are using the 
theatre in Science Works. So we are always expanding because of the demand. 

RVM: Sounds like you’ve been busy. Have you gotten the chance to see  
any films?

CD: One of the perks of working on the staff here is that I get to see a lot of 
the films prior to screening. I wait until the films are selected, and then I get to 
watch them. I haven’t gotten through every single one because we have about 
150 this year, and I have to sleep sometimes. I really enjoy watching them with 
everyone in the theatre and discussing them with the fans. That’s the entire 
festival experience.  

NEWS

Join Rogue Valley Farm to 
School and the Co-op for
Kids Summer Camps!

• Hands on farming and cooking
• Science investigations
• Games and seasonal crafts

Camp 1: June 13-17
Camp 2: July 18-22
Camp 3: Aug 8-12

Ages 7-9. Camp runs 9am-1pm each day.
Cost: $175 Co-op Owners, $180 General Public 

Scholarships available for Jackson Care Connect members.

Ashland Food Co-op
237 N. First St. Ashland, OR • 541-482-2237

www.ashlandfood.coop

4 - 9pm
Wed-Mon

SwingTreeBrewing.com

300 E. Hersey Street 
no. 7

On Hersey, between 
Mountain & Oak in the 
Hersey Street Business 

Park
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www.roguebrewfest.com
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FEATURE

Perhaps part of what sits at the root of the excitement and anxiety of springtime are those conflicting impulses: One, to get up and go, and climb every 
mountain; and, two, to stay put and dig in the dirt and plant gardens for the upcoming year. It is a tug-of-war: Should you stay put and plant tomatoes and 
flowers, or should you go-go-go? 

Throughout this issue, we have plenty of suggestions for both: Ideas about starting your own garden and growing your own weed in the next few pages 
as well as thoughts about upcoming hikes in our publisher’s note on page 5 and about a new disc frisbee course at SOU in our Sports & Outdoor section. 

However you chose to do so, enjoy springtime! 

SPRINGTIME IS PULLING US IN  
ALL SORTS OF DIRECTIONS

Should I Stay Or Should I Go?

Are you tired of legally growing marijuana for per-
sonal use only to find yourself as the black sheep of the 
neighborhood? Contrary to popular belief, not everyone 
in Southern Oregon enjoys marijuana. Shocking, right? 
This realization can undoubtedly harsh a good mellow. 
Luckily, with a few simple steps, one can create comrade-
ly among discord. Just because your neighbor doesn’t 
smoke weed, doesn’t mean you can’t grow some. Here are 
a few simple steps that one can apply to assure that this 
season’s harvest will go off without a hitch—or a citation.

1. Communication.  
“Speak with your neighbor and let them know what’s 

happening,” Crystal Plotner of Pharm to Table says. “The 
primary concerns from neighbors are usually based 
around seasonal workers, noise, smell, and security, all 
of which are associated with large scale grows. I can’t 
imagine there would be much of an issue with just a few 
plants.” 

This is sound advice. However, there still may be peo-
ple that cannot be directly persuaded. Thus, a more holis-
tic approach may be necessary. Most people have heard 
that talking to your plants can improve their growth and 
over-all health. But don’t just talk about anything. Tell 
them how you think your neighbor Gary has lost some 
weight, or how open-minded your other neighbor Jen-

ny seems to be. Obviously, this kind of communication 
is most effective when said neighbors overhear the con-
versation. Sure they might think you’re crazy—but soon 
they’ll be crazy for friendship. Imagine just how happy 
your plants will be now that everyone has stopped criti-
cizing their existence.

2. Oooh, that smell. 
Perhaps the biggest complaint among neighbors is 

the smell come harvest season. In Denver, Colorado po-
lice are using an olfactometer (also known as the “Nasal 
Ranger”) to sniff out illegal and noxious fumes. Undoubt-
edly, someone in Jackson County has gotten their hands 
on one of these babies and probably lives next door. Try 
as you might, you will never convince them that your gar-
den doesn’t smell like a skunk breeding program. Beth 
Henderson of Fireside Dispensary suggests planting 
rose bushes and other fragrant flowers along the fence to 
combat smells. If that doesn’t work, perhaps the opposite 
approach is best. Round up some fresh manure! Make 
wobbly statues out of rancid meat. Once your neighbor 
learns that the skunk breeding program is legit, growing 
marijuana just doesn’t seem so bad after-all. 

3. Out of sight out of my mind
Not everyone wants to see your beautiful bud-lad-

en plants, despite all your hard work. In most areas in 
Southern Oregon marijuana must be veiled by a fence or 
a blinder of some kind. Ugly naked people are not appro-
priate blinders. Walls of hay, a dense hedge, or the ever 
popular camo-sheet will all suffice nicely. In some plac-
es, growing indoors may be the only option. Do your re-
search carefully before you decide to buy the Hydroponic 
Growinator 5,000. If you live in an apartment or condo 
your fellow renters may not appreciate the smell of ganja 
every time they turn on the air conditioner; many an in-
door grow-op has been ham-stringed by the complaints 
of rightfully upset neighbors. If grievances persist, po-
litely invite the neighbors over for a mature discussion 
over the X-Box 360.

4. Grow a lot
It’s possible your neighbor is apprehensive because he 

or she is jealous. It’s a long-shot, but hey, who wouldn’t 
be jealous of your dank-ass organically grown medi-
cal-grade marijuana? Don’t be afraid to invite them over 
for a free tour and some kombucha. Educate them on 
water conservation techniques, compost tea, and strain 
variations. After yakking their ear off for two hours 
straight it’s highly plausible that they’ll want to try what-
ever you’ve been smoking. The best neighbors share  
the wealth.

Keeping the Neighbors Happy While Growing Weed
An Informative Tale
BY MIKE DICKENSON
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FEATURE

Gather your re-usable tote bags, dust off your sun 
hat, and strap a basket to your bike—the farmers mar-
kets are back in the Rogue Valley. Springtime means a 
chance to explore the incredible array of fresh produce, 
hand-made crafts, baked goods, cheeses, coffee, floral 
arrangements, and much more that the markets offer. 
With two markets in Ashland and Medford and one in 
Grants Pass, there is ample opportunity to support our 
hard-working local community this season. Over 100 
vendors make up the Rogue Valley Growers Market, 
and market days are Tuesday and Saturday in Ashland, 
Thursday and Saturday in Medford, and Saturday in 
Grants Pass. My first outings to the markets last week 
introduced me to passionate farmers, inspiring medi-
cine makers, and ridiculously delicious food.  

I went first to Ashland’s market to talk to vendors 
and buy some farm fresh food. Ashland’s Tuesday 
market is at the National Guard Armory on East Main 
and runs from 8 am to 1:30 pm every Tuesday, March 
until November. It’s a picturesque display of bountiful 
booths and roaming shoppers, with green hills rolling 
in the background.  What’s offered at each market will 
rotate some with seasonal availability, but last week I 
was greeted by dazzling spring wild flowers, crisp salad 
greens, huge cabbages, savory smells, and sweet sights. 

To satiate my lunchtime hunger, I grabbed a tamale 
from Katrina’s. I chose the chicken tamale, topped with 
fresh pico de gallo and sour cream and paused from 
eating only to declare, “This is the best damn tamale 
I’ve ever had!” I tried bold and rich coffee from Grif-
fin Creek Coffee Roasters, roasted here in Ashland on 
Tolman Creek Road. From Four & Twenty Blackbirds 
Bakery I had a vegan carob-hazelnut cookie, nettle tea 
from Nettle Man, Mediterranean Lavender goat cheese 

from Mama Terra Micro Creamery, and freshly baked 
rolls from Rise Up! Artisan Bread. I’m dubbing myself 
sample queen by the end of this market season.  

Amidst sampling, I paused to chat with the farmers, 
crafters, and growers—all of whom were happy to share 
their knowledge. Suzanne Willow of Willow Witt ranch 
talked with me briefly about CSA (community support-
ed agriculture) programs. Purchasing a CSA is essen-
tially purchasing a share of the farm in order to support 
and sustain them throughout the growing season. In 
return, CSA owners receive a weekly delivery of food 
from the farm. Willow Witt offers a raw goat milk CSA, 
where the payment goes toward caring for the herd. 
And, my favorite perk, CSA members can visit the goats 
any time.  

What is the best thing about CSAs, I asked. “They are 
re-recurring; you can plan on it each week,” Suzanne 
said. And, more importantly, “It’s an opportunity to try 
something new each week…you get the whole range.” 
So while keeping farms afloat and getting deliciously 
fresh foods delivered to you each week, you might just 
be stretched to experiment with (and learn how to pro-
nounce) vegetables like kohlrabi or celeriac. 

Many of the same, and some new vendors, were pres-
ent at the Thursday market in Medford—set up in Haw-
thorne Park from 8:30am to 1:00pm, March until No-
vember. The park last Thursday was a scene of spring 
fever-- babies in strollers, dogs in sweaters, and baskets 
full of flowers. A big display of tinctures and other natu-
ral remedies caught my attention, and Linda Stevens of 
Bare Necessities took a minute to talk to me about their 
history. “We’ve been coming to the market for 38 years,” 
she told me, referring to her and her husband Ray Ste-
vens. Both are certified herbalists who rely solely on 

business from the farmers’ markets to continue grow-
ing and making their medicine. 

Coquette Bakery and Pennington Farms both had dif-
ficult to resist pastries and sweets on display—chocolate 
croissants, Chile Relleno turnovers, and fig jam to name 
a few. Knitted shawls, ceramic cookware, and glass 
jewelry were some of the crafted goods, and authentic 
Thai cuisine from Wasanas Thai Food cart was a pop-
ular attraction.  Another incredibly authentic vendor at 
the market, James and Molly Brody of Mill Creek Nest 
Eggs, brought photos of their chickens along with their 
eggs. The Brodys are a perfect example of the magic of 
the markets—one of few places where the work, and not 
just the product of what we eat and use, is on display. 
What better place to connect with the food and people 
feeding the Rogue Valley?

In Grants Pass, on 4th and F Street, the growers’ mar-
ket is every Saturday from 9 am to 1 pm, March until 
November. It’s a market with over 120 vendors and a 
long-standing tradition of being the “oldest and largest 
outdoor farmers’ market in Southern Oregon” (accord-
ing to the Grants Pass growers market website). Market 
locations alternate between Cave Junction (103 S. Kerby 
Ave.) and Selma (18255 Redwood Hwy.), on Fridays, 4 
pm to 7 pm, July until September. Rogue River’s market 
is on Sunday, 9 am-1 pm at 110 Pine Street, May until 
October. The Jacksonville farmers market, on the cor-
ner of 5th and C Street, is on Sunday 10 am to 2 pm be-
ginning in June. Talent’s artisan and growers market is 
open every Friday evening, 5:30 pm to dusk throughout 
the summer, on the corner of Main St. and John St. Also, 
the Saturday markets in Ashland and Medford will start 
in May and run through October.  

   

Market Season is Back
Show Your Local Love at the Rogue Valley Farmers Markets This Spring
BY ELISE HERRON
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FEATURE

Some would consider it a crime to not grow something 
in the ideal conditions we have here in the Rogue Valley. 
Whether it be a single tomato plant in one of those hang-
ing-upside-down-pots on an apartment patio or a 10-acre 
Master Gardener plot with a water feature, just consider 
it your duty to get outside and get dirty. For food or flow-
ers, a certain sustaining pride comes from coaxing life 
out of a tiny seed. But where to start? There are plenty of 
local plant gurus in the Valley who have been around the 
plot a few times, and they will share their green thumb 
wisdom with those of us who, like tiny seedlings our-
selves, need a little outside help. One is Buffy, at the Cen-
tral Point Grange Coop.

Rogue Valley Messenger: What advice would you 
give to a first-time backyard gardener?

B: I would tell them to make sure you have good soil 
to start with. I recommend a good, organic fertilizer for 
veggies. Be sure you have a watering schedule so they 
don’t dry out, whether in the ground or in pots. 

RVM: What plants would you suggest for a 
first-timer?

B: I would suggest veggies, but also incorporate flow-
ers for the pretty. Like marigolds or another annual to 
make it look nice. Or different perennials, if you like.

RVM: What do you think will be the most popular 
veggies to grow this season?

B: We are just ending the cool season veggies, like cab-
bage and cauliflower. Now is the time to plant onions and 
potatoes, and tomatoes, cucumbers and squash in the 
next week or so. 

RVM: How about flowers?
B: Petunias are our most popular, and we have so many 

different varieties of the annuals. Snapdragons and mari-
golds also. For shade, try coleus, fuchsias and geraniums. 

In addition to local nurseries, the Growers’ Markets 
offer a vast array of locally grown starts this time of year: 
in Ashland on Tuesdays and Saturdays, Medford Thurs-
days and Saturdays and Grants Pass on Saturdays. 

If a large event with plants and supplies is what you 
need to get excited, the Spring Garden Fair will take 
place on April 23 and 24 at the OSU Extension Office Site 
and the Jackson County Master Gardeners Fair will be 
April 30 and May 1 at the Jackson County Expo. Boast-
ing a wide array of vegetables and perennial and annu-
al flowers, along with trees and herbs, workshops and 
demonstrations are scheduled on all days. (jocomaster-
gardeners.com) (facebook.com/springgardenfairjack-
soncounty)

Or, if you simply want to get your hands dirty and help 
plants grow without tearing out your lawn, ACCESS 
emergency food relief pantries has a plot you can volun-
teer to work in, in exchange for produce, if you wish. For 
more information, check out accesshelps.org.  

Seeds, Starts, Sunshine
Your Rogue Valley Spring Garden Guide
By Sara Jane WiltermoodPHOTOS BY JESSIE CZOPEK
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MAY 1ST
ROGUE FARM CORps presents:

2ND ANNUAL SPRING BLOCK PARTY
A MAY DAY EVENT

SAMMICH - 424 BRIDGE STREET, ASHLAND

4-9PM      $5-10 DONATION

BEER - CIDER - SAMMICHES
BLOCK PARTY FUN FOR ALL AGES

featuring:

8 DOLLAR MOUNTAIN ASHLEIGH FLYNN DUO

THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS!

WWW.ROGUEFARMCORPS.ORG

A BENEFIT FOR:

ROGUE FARM CORPS

MULTI-SPORT RELAY RACE

PRIZES PROVIDED BY:
MOUNTAIN PROVISIONS

SISKIYOU CHALLENGE

FOR SOLO, PAIR OR TEAM COMPETITORS

46 MILES AROUND BEAUTIFUL ASHLAND, OREGON
+ FUN RUN AND FARM FEST AT SCIENCEWORKS

6TH ANNUAL

   13K CYCLE - 3K KAYAK - 30K CYCLE - 9K RUN - 13K MT BIKE - 6K RUN

SISKIYOUCHALLENGE.ORG

ZERO-WASTE EVENT
PLEASE SUPPORT OUR

EFFORTS, BRING DURABLE
AND RECYCLABLE

MATERIALS TO THE EVENT

A BENEFIT FOR

RVFARM2SCHOOL.ORG

APRIL 30TH

Robin Pike, M.D. of Vista Pathology, Wellspring Centre for Body Balance,
DrDeborahMD.com, JPR, Moss Adams LLP,  The Krabberød Foundation,

Rogue Valley Roasting Co., Ashland Chamber of Commerce, KSKQ

Alex Newport-Berra 
FUNDATION
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OUR P icks

thurs 14
Airlie Press Poetry 
Reading
READING—Three Eugene poets of the col-
lective Airlie Press—Tim Whitsel (Wishmeal), 
Karen McPherson (Skein of Light) and Tim 
Shaner (Picture 26)—will share their work and 
their hearts through the medium of poetry. For 
who paints a picture better with words than the 
one who gave birth to them? 7 pm. Bloomsbury 
Books, 290 E. Main Street, Ashland. Free.

thurs 14
Caballito Negro
MUSIC—“Little Black Horse” is their 
name; “Songlines” is their game. Through a 
multi-media presentation featuring modern 
composition, accompanied by flutes, percus-
sion and the spoken word, Caballito Negro 
takes the audience on a journey. As part of 
the Britt Festival’s in-school artist residen-
cy program, they will also perform at local 
schools. 7:30 pm. Schneider Museum of Art 
at SOU, 1250 Siskiyou Blvd., Ashland. $10, 
adults. Free, ages 1 – 12. 

fri 15
Pink Collar Comedy Tour
COMEDY—After that long, hard day of fil-
ing taxes, it just might be time to kick back 
and laugh a little. These four comedians 
from New York City poke fun at everything 
from their day jobs to relationships. Since 
forming in 2012, the four ladies of the Pink 
Collar Comedy Tour have performed all over 
the world. 8 pm. Club 66, 1951 Ashland St., 
Ashland. $5.

sat 16
Whetstone Savanna 
Earth Day Work Party
WORK PARTY—What better way to cele-
brate Earth Day than digging out curly dock 
plants from vernal pools! Skip the gym and 
get a workout the old fashioned way. Whet-
stone Savanna near Central Point is the hab-
itat of endangered plants, threatened vernal 
pool fairy shrimp and over 100 bird species. 
Children are welcome to come and help. 9 
am – 12 pm. Pre-registration required. www.
solveoregon.org

sat 16
Demon Eye
MUSIC—All the way from North Carolina, 
Demon Eye is from so far out of town, that 
in their promotional material, Grants Pass is 
written, “Grant’s Pass.” Their debut album 
Leave the Light darkened hearts around the 
world. Don’t miss the opportunity to hear the 
classic metal from the East Coast, along with 
Portland’s doom masters, Disenchanter. 8 pm. 
The Haul, 121 SW H Street, Grants Pass. Free.

thurs 21 & fri 22
Cascade Conference 
Championships
TRACK AND FIELD—Whether watching 
others run, jump or throw stuff, the multi-fac-
eted sport of track and field has something 
for everyone to watch. And sometimes all at 
the same time. Watch for SOU Raiders Jared 
Hixon and Jessa Perkinson in the distance 
races and Tylor King in the shotput, just to 
mention a few—all National qualifiers. Raid-
er Stadium, Southern Oregon University, 
378 Wightman Street, Ashland. 

fri 22 & sat 23
Little Woody Rogue Valley
CELEBRATION—The refined pastime of 
“tasting” isn’t just for wine snobs anymore. 
Twenty local and regional brewers of beer, 
cider, whiskey and bourbon are gathering to 
spread the love of craft wood-aged bever-
ages. That is something to celebrate. Not to 
mention the adorable gnome t-shirts, as pic-
tured above. 5 – 10 pm, Fri. 12 – 10 pm, Sat. 
Harry and David Field, 2929 S. Pacific Hwy, 
Medford. $5 – $30.

fri 22 – sun 8
Cemetery Club
THEATRE—Three Jewish widows meet in an 
unlikely place with similar stories. All from 
Queens, New York, they are each visiting 
their late husbands’ graves, and as they get 
to know one another, they work through their 
losses with a few tears and abundantly more 
laughter. 2 and 7:30 pm. Barnstormers The-
atre, 112 NE Evelyn Avenue, Grants Pass. $15.

tues 26
Hey Lover
MUSIC—When a band named Hey Lover is 
on a “Sinking Ships Tour,” images of Kate and 
Leonardo to the tune of “My Heart Will Go 
On” comes quickly to mind. But that would 
be inaccurate. Hey Lover of Portland, replac-
es sappy with spunky and icebergs with ga-
rage pop fire. 8 pm. Johnny B’s, 120 E Sixth 
Street, Medford. 

sat 16
Taste of the Rogue
FUNDRAISER—Savor local cuisine and wine 
for the benefit of the youth in our area. Win 
win. Set your budget limit before checking 
out the Live Auction Items at begreat4kids.
com; it is too easy to overspend for a good 
cause. And while on their website, check 
out the myriad of programs they offer. 5 pm. 
Grants Pass Boys and Girls Club, 203 SE 
Ninth Street, Grants Pass. 

fri 15 & sat 16
Rogue Valley Rough 
Stock Rodeo
RODEO—Buck Yeah! See how long they can 
stay on, how fast they can go and how quick-
ly the rodeo clowns can get out of the way. 
Local stock from right here in Grants Pass 
provided by McCaslin Rodeos. 7 pm, Fri. 
and Sat. Josephine County Fairgrounds, 1451 
Fairgrounds Road, Grants Pass. $10, Fri. $13, 
advance Sat. $15, door Sat. $25, VIP.

thurs 14
Beer & Build
LEGOS—Best. Pairing. Ever. Time for the 
adults to have a little fun. Greiss Family 
Brewing and The Vine are teaming up with 
Rebel Bricks for a night of brews, pasta and 
a room full of choking hazards that shouldn’t 
pose a threat to the participants. Your cas-
tle awaits—in that pile of Legos. 6 pm. Rebel 
Bricks, 229 SW G Street, Grants Pass. $20. 
(Beer sold separately.)
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THURSDAY, APRIL 14, 2016
ASHLAND
SAVANNA TRIO - Every Thursday in April, 2016 - 12 
to 1:30 pm - Liz Jones, Anna Christensen, and Bob 
Rawlings - Salame Restaurant, 47 N Main St.
GARY CARLSON - Belle Fiore Winery - 6 to 8 pm -  
No cover.
JOHN HOLLIS - Acoustic Guitar - Callahan’s 
Mountain Lodge - 6 pm - No cover.
CRAIG MARTIN & FRIENDS - The Wild Goose - 8 
pm - No cover.
DART TOURNAMENT - The Black Sheep Pub & 
Restaurant - 7:30 pm - $5.
CABALLITO NEGRO DUO - Flutist Tessa Brinckman 
and percussionist Terry Longshore perform 
intercultural work in a blend of modern and traditional 
aesthetics.  In this concert, they will perform the 
program “Songlines” a multi-media presentation 
of works by modern composers Howard Hersh, 
William Kraft, David P Jones, Mark Applebaum, Ivan 
Trevino, and Caballito Negro.  It includes diverse 
instrumentation of six flutes, western and non-
western percussion, and spoken word - Schneider 
Museum of Art, SOU - 7:30 pm.
PILE OF PRIESTS / WITCH CULT / RELINQUISHER 
- It’s Pile of Priests first trip to Ashland, show ‘em 
some love - “Melodic death metal that never fails 
to impress” - Club 66 - 5 - 8 pm - $3-$5 donation is 
requested, but nobody turned away!
MOE - “The preeminent progressive rock band on 
the music scene today” - Historic Ashland Armory - 
Doors open at 8:30 pm - 21 and older - $30 Adv / $35 
day of show.
OBEOKE KARAOKE with Starbuck - Oberon’s Tavern 
- 9 pm - No cover.
CENTRAL POINT
KRANK IT UP KARAOKE - PIZZA SCHMIZZA  - 9 pm.
GRANTS PASS
BEER & BUILD - Build with Legos, enjoy beer by 
Griess Family Brews and food by The Vine Restaurant 
- Fettuccine Alfredo (chicken optional) or Chicken 
Marsala (both served with salad & bread) - Deposit 
required, as food must be ordered ahead - Beer may 
be purchased during the event - Each ticket is $20, 
which includes entry and dinner - Rebel Bricks, 229 
SW G St.
SIT KITTY SIT / THE ELEPHANT - Hard Piano Rock 
with a Classical Touch - G Street Bar & Grill - 8 pm.
JACKSONVILLE
DAVID PINSKY & BROADWAY PHIL - Blues - Bella 
Union Restaurant and Saloon - 8 to 10 pm - No cover.
MEDFORD
DAVID OUELLETTE - Limestone Coffee - 9:30 am  - 
No cover.
DJ JIM 80’S / ALTERNATIVE / DANCE NIGHT - 
Howiee’s On Front - 9 pm.
KRANK IT UP KARAOKE - The Bohemian Club - 9 pm.
OPEN JAM - Rocky Tonk Saloon & Grill - 9:30 pm -  
No cover.

FRIDAY, APRIL 15
ASHLAND
JOHN HOLLIS - Acoustic Guitar - Callahan’s 
Mountain Lodge - 6 pm - No cover.
JUNIPER AND THE WOLF - La Baguette Bakery/Cafe 
- 8 pm - $5 cover.
PINK COLLAR COMEDY TOUR - The Pink Collar 
Comedy Tour premiered in South Carolina in 2012 
and has since played to packed houses in more than 
40 cities - Featuring New York-based comedians 
Abbi Crutchfield, Carrie Gravenson, and Kaytlin 
Bailey, and Los Angeles-based comedian Erin Judge 
- The Boston Globe said it best: The Pink Collar 
Comedy Tour is “smart comedy by female comics.” - 
PinkCollarComedyTour.com - Club 66 - 8 pm - $5 at 
the door.
AC3 - Public House - 8:30 pm.
KARAOKE WITH JOSH - The Wild Goose - 8:30 pm 
- No cover. 
GRANTS PASS
SARAH DION BROOKS - Jazz - Griess Family Brews - 
7 - 10 pm - No cover.
HOT GOSSIP - 60s, 70s, 80s & 90s Tribute Rock Band 
- G Street Bar & Grill - 8 pm - No cover.
FRANKIE HERNANDEZ BAND - Soul / Funk / Reggae 
/ Rock - Cedarwood Saloon - 9 pm.
JACKSONVILLE
DAVID PINSKY & BROADWAY PHIL - Blues - Bella 
Union Restaurant and Saloon - 8 to 10 pm - No cover.
MEDFORD
COMEDY NIGHT: DAVID TESTROET / OPENER: 
RODGER LIZAOLA - Chadwicks Pub & Sports Bar -  
9 pm - $10.
KRANK IT UP KARAOKE - Pit Stop Tavern - 9 pm.
DJ MUSIC - 4 Daughters Irish Pub - 10 pm - No cover.
PHOENIX
KRANK IT UP KARAOKE - Barkley’s Bar - 9 pm.
SELMA
WATER WORLD 2 - 3 Stages, 24 DJ’s, Fire performers, 
Vendors, Live Art, and more - Doors open at 8 pm, 
come early, capacity is 500 people - 9 pm to 5 am - 
$20 General Admission / $30 VIP / $50 VIP GOLD 
- Selma Community and Education Center, 18255 
Redwood Hwy, Selma, Oregon.

SATURDAY, APRIL 16
ASHLAND
OLD TIME JAM - El Nuevo Tapatio, 1633C Hwy 99 - 
3:30 to 6 pm - No cover.
TIM CHURCH - Standing Stone Brewing Company - 
5:30 pm - No cover.
DAN FELLMAN WITH STOLEN MOMENTS - Belle 
Fiore Winery - 6 - 8 pm - No cover.
KEN HART - Acoustic Guitar - Callahan’s Mountain 
Lodge - 6 pm - No cover.

JAYA LAKSHMI & ANANDA WITH THE SARASWATI 
DREAM BAND - Spring Tour 2016 - Celebrating 
the new album “Kundalini Morning Chants - Join a 
sensation night of music, chanting and connection - 
Sponsored by and serving delicious, all organic, and 
vegan products - Havurah Shir Hadash - 7 pm - $15 
Adv / $20 at the door - 18 and younger free.
JIM PAGE - Named by Seattle Metropolitan Magazine 
as “One of the Most Influential Musicians in Seattle 
History.”  He has recorded 21 albums over the course 
of a 40-plus year career and written a mountain of 
songs.  The late Utah Phillips said it best, “If you’re 
ever going to get the message, this is the messenger 
to get it from” - Public House - 8:30 pm.
EASTERN SUNZ - Performing with a live band - 
“Eastern Sunz offer a powerful alternative to hip-hop’s 
status quo by bringing focus to an array of topics through 
entertaining music without alienating the casual listener” 
- Brickroom - 9 pm - $5 cover - 21 and older.
KARAOKE WITH MAD MATTY - The Wild Goose -  
9 pm - No cover.
THE RHYTHM PIMPS - Mash up of Rock, Reggae & 
Funk - Milagros - 9 pm - $10 - 21 and older.
BROOKINGS
THE LEGENDARY GOODTIMES - Rock & Roll, plus 
waves - 101 Bar & Grill, 98141 West Benham Lane, 
Brookings, Oregon - 8 pm.
GRANTS PASS
SOUNDS OF SATELLITES / YOUR HANDS WRITE 
HISTORY / PILGRIM SONG - The Eaden Ballroom - 6 
pm - $8 suggested donation.
MATT COMBE - Griess Family Brews - 7 - 10 pm - No 
cover.
DEMON EYE / DISENCHANTER - North Carolina’s 
Demon Eye brings their ‘dark, hook-laden classic 
metal’ to The Haul, while Portland’s Disenchanter 
travels with their own rain cloud - 9 pm.
HOT GOSSIP - 60s, 70s, 80s & 90s Tribute Rock Band 
- G Street Bar & Grill - 8 pm - No cover.
FRANKIE HERNANDEZ BAND - Soul / Funk / Reggae 
/ Rock - Cedarwood Saloon - 9 pm.
JACKSONVILLE
SAVANNA TRIO - Liz Jones, Anna Christensen, and Bob 
Rawlings - LongSword Vineyard, 8555 Hwy 238 (Approx. 
15 min drive from downtown Jacksonville) - 2 to 5 pm.
DAVID PINSKY & BROADWAY PHIL - Blues - Bella 

Union Restaurant and Saloon - 8 to 10 pm - No cover.
MEDFORD
COMEDY NIGHT: DAVID TESTROET / OPENER: 
RODGER LIZAOLA - Chadwicks Pub & Sports Bar -  
9 pm - $10.
KRANK IT UP KARAOKE - Pit Stop Tavern - 9 pm.
DJ RUKUS - King Wah’s Restaurant & Lounge - 9:30 pm.
ROCK MUSIC 7 pm / DJ MUSIC 10 pm - 4 Daughters 
Irish Pub - No cover.
CLUB MUSIC - The Bohemian Club - 10 pm - No 

cover.
PHOENIX
KRANK IT UP KARAOKE - Barkley’s Bar - 9 pm.

SUNDAY, APRIL 17
ASHLAND
DAVID SCOGGIN - Pianist - Belle Fiore Winery - Noon 
- 2 pm - No cover.
SUNDAY TEA DANCE - The “Alan Berman Trio” will 
provide music for your dancing and listening pleasure 
- $7 Adults - $5 Youth - Coffee & Tea provided - 
Ashland Family YMCA, 540 YMCA Way.
LIVE CELTIC MUSIC SESSION - Music of Ireland, 
Scotland and Wales - The Black Sheep Pub & 
Restaurant - 2 pm - No cover.
KAT MAN D - Belle Fiore Winery - 4:30 - 6:30 pm - 
No cover.
PAUL TURNIPSEED TRIO - Sunday Jazz - Public 
House - 5 to 7 pm.
KEN HART - Acoustic Guitar - Callahan’s Mountain 
Lodge - 6 pm - No cover.
SING ALONG WITH JOHN DENVER’S WILDLIFE 
CONCERT FILM - The words will be on the big 
screen - The Havurah - 7 to 10 pm - $15-$20 donation 
requested - No one turned away - A fundraiser for 
Unity in Ashland.
JIM QUINBY - 6 pm / LITTLE THOM’S OPEN MIC 
W/ DAVE HAMPTON - 9 pm - The Wild Goose - No 
cover. 
MEDFORD
OPEN MIC W/ ROBBIE DACOSTA - Jefferson Spirits - 
7 pm - No cover.
KRANK IT UP KARAOKE - Karaoke Competition, 1st 
place wins $50 - Pit Stop Tavern - 9 pm.
PHOENIX
LIVE MUSIC - Acoustic Afternoon w/ brunch (min $5 
order) - The Phoenix Clubhouse - 12 to 3 pm.

MONDAY, APRIL 18
ASHLAND
KEN HART - Acoustic Guitar - Callahan’s Mountain 
Lodge - 6 pm - No cover.
PAUL SCHMELING TRIO - Martino’s Restaurant & 
Lounge - 7 pm - No cover. 
THE SULTANS - Old School Rhythm & Blues - The 
Wild Goose - 8 pm - No cover.

OPEN MIC - All ages 5 pm - 7:30 pm.  Over 21 Open 
Mic 8:30 pm - 1:30 am - Oberon’s Three Penny Tavern 
- No cover.
END OF SKI SEASON BASH WITH JIVE COULIS - 
Three piece rock band, playing a mix of rock, funk and 
jam - Brickroom - Music starts at 9:30 pm - $5 cover 
21 and older.
MEDFORD
GEEKS WHO DRINK PUB TRIVIA - BricktownE 
Brewing Company - 7 pm - No cover. 
TRIVIA NIGHT - 4 Daughters Irish Pub - 7:30 pm -  
No cover.

TUESDAY, APRIL 19
ASHLAND
MT. ASHLAND SNOW BLESSING - 10th Annual 
Multicultural Ceremony - Join us at the ski area after 
season’s end in Common Prayer for Our Common 
Ground, Mother Earth - No speeches, no sermons, 
only uninterrupted prayers, spoken and musical - 
Includes: Peg Delugo, Jack Falls-Rock, Nancy Bloom, 
Rabbi Joshua, Naomi Kerongo, Elaine Hsiao, Dena 
Nickell, Krishna Deva & Isha Devi, Windsong, Zahira, 
Sara Tone, and Hāwane Rios - Mt. Ashland Ski Area - 
1 to 3:30 pm - All are welcome.
KEN HART - Acoustic Guitar - Callahan’s Mountain 
Lodge - 6 pm - No cover.
SONG FOR THE MOUNTAIN - Join us after the Mt. 
Ashland Snow Blessing - Featuring Hāwane Rios, Sara 
Tone, Kate Wilde, and Zahira - The Bellview Grange, 
1050 Tolman Cr Rd., Ashland - Doors at 6:30 pm - 7 
to 10 pm - $10-$20 Donation, to help with travel costs 
- Nobody turned away for lack of funds.
TRIVIA NIGHT - Louie’s Restaurant & Bar - 7 pm - No 
cover.
THE ROGUE POETRY SLAM - Caldera Tap House - 
7:30 pm - $5.
FREDERICKS & PRICE - Rock - The Wild Goose - 8 
pm - No cover.
FECKIN’ TINKERS TUESDAY - Infectious Irish Music - 
Oberon’s Three Penny Tavern - 8 pm - No cover.
ROBBIE DACOSTA - Every Tuesday - Granite 
Taphouse - 8:30 pm.
MEDFORD
LINE DANCE LESSONS - Rocky Tonk Saloon & Grill - 7 
pm - No cover.
STEREOSHIFTER - Johnny B’s - 9 pm - 21 and older.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 20
APPLEGATE
SHOOK TWINS  - Identical twins Katelyn and Laurie 
Shook, plus Niko Daoussis - Indie Folk-Pop from 
Portland, Oregon - “Beautiful twin harmonies, layered 
upon acoustic and electric instrumentation coupled 
with Laurie’s inventive use of percussive and ambient 
vocal loops...each song tells a story, distinctive, sharp, 
genuine....select subjects include, being potters’ 
daughters, imagined superpowers and a chicken 
named ‘Rose’ they befriended” - The Applegate Lodge 
- Doors at 8 pm - Show at 9 pm - $15 Adv / 20 at the 
door.
ASHLAND
DIRTY ROTTEN IMBECILES (D.R.I.) / WOLFPACK 
/ VIVEKA - Everything in moderation, even thrash - 
Club 66 - Doors open at 4 pm - $13 Adv / $15 at the 
door - All ages - Bar with ID.
SPAGHETTI GAME NIGHT - Enoteca - Free all you 
can eat pasta with any wine purchase - Stay and play 
board games -  5 pm - No cover. 
KEN HART - Acoustic Guitar - Callahan’s Mountain 
Lodge - 6 pm - No cover.
JEFF STANLEY - Belle Fiore Winery - 6 - 8 pm - No 
cover.
GRANT GORDY / JOE K WALSH - The Mountain 
House, 1148 Old Siskiyou Hwy - 7 pm - Doors at 6:30 
pm - $20 - Info: 541-552-1665.
THE BROTHERS REED - Indie Folk Pop - The 
Wild Goose - Free pool from 6 to midnight every 
Wednesday - Music at 8 pm - No cover.
GRANTS PASS
OPEN JAM NIGHT - Griess Family Brews - 6 pm - No 
cover.
HONKYTONK WEDNESDAYS - Cedarwood Saloon & 
Grill - 7 pm - No cover. 
MEDFORD
TRIVIA NIGHT - Howiee’s On Front - 7 pm - No cover.
TRIVIA NIGHT - Portal Brewing Company - 7:30 pm 
- No cover. 
THE COLD HARD CASH SHOW - National Touring 
original and innovative tribute to the music of Johnny 
Cash and The Tennessee Three - Johnny B’s - 9 pm - 
21 and older.
PHOENIX
420 CANNABIS CARNIVAL - Live music by 
RasCricket & The Cultivators, and Kings Atlantic 
- Open Mic starts at 7 pm - Games, Raffles & 
Giveaways - 21 and older with ID only - Bands start 
at 10 pm.

THURSDAY, APRIL 21
ASHLAND
JEFF KLOETZEL - Belle Fiore Winery - 6 - 8 pm - No cover.
KEN HART - Acoustic Guitar - Callahan’s Mountain 

LIVE MUSICand Nightlife
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Lodge - 6 pm - No cover.
DART TOURNAMENT - The Black Sheep Pub & 
Restaurant - 7:30 pm - $5.
GAYLE WILSON TRIO - Folk Rock Country - The Wild 
Goose - 8 pm - No cover.
OBEOKE KARAOKE with Starbuck - Oberon’s Tavern 
- 9 pm - No cover.
CENTRAL POINT
KRANK IT UP KARAOKE - PIZZA SCHMIZZA  - 9 pm.
GRANTS PASS
THE ATHIARCHISTS - 2 Piece Hardcore Thrash Metal 
- MENDO DOPE - Cannabis Culture Ganja Farming  
Music - G Street Bar & Grill - 8 pm - No cover.
JACKSONVILLE
MICHAEL WHIPPLE - Bella Union Restaurant & 
Saloon - 8 to 10 pm - No cover.
MEDFORD
DAVID OUELLETTE - Limestone Coffee - 9:30 am - 
No cover.
MENOPAUSE: THE MUSICAL - “The Silent Passage” 
is silent no more in this long running uproarious 
musical about four women who discover they 
have more in common than just the need for 
Bloomingdale’s lingerie.  Whether it’s hot flashes, 
night sweats, mood swings or memory fog, there’s 
no topic off the table as these vivacious ladies take 
“The Change” head on with ingenious parodies of hit 
tunes including “Stayin’ Awake,” “Night Sweatin’,” and 
“Puff, My God, I’m Draggin’.”  See why over 11 million 
people know that you don’t have to be a woman to 
feel good about supporting this production - two 
dollars of every ticket sold will be donated to the 
Susan G. Komen Foundation - The Craterian - 7:30 
pm - $42-$48.
TOMMY GUERRERO - Skateboader / Bassist / 
Guitarist - Johnny B’s - 9 pm - 21 and older.
KRANK IT UP KARAOKE - The Bohemian Club - 9 pm.
OPEN JAM - Rocky Tonk Saloon & Grill - 9:30 pm -  
No cover.
PHOENIX
COTTON MOUTH COMEDY TOUR - Headliner: 
Ngaio Bealum / Feature Comic: Mikey G / Opening 
Comic: Lucia Tuman - The Phoenix Clubhouse - Doors 
at 7 pm - $20 - 21 and older.
TALENT
SAXOPHONIC SPECTACULAR - A modern Classical 
saxophone concert - Paschal Winery - 6:30 pm - $5-
$15 - All ages welcome.

FRIDAY, APRIL 22
ASHLAND
THE RISE OF SOPHIA: EARTH DAY CELEBRATION 
- A sound and light journey guided by the divine 
feminine principle.  Rooted in the Gnostic teachings 
of Sophia, depicting humanity’s journey at this time 
to reconnect with the higher self and merge with the 
divine.  This is a multicultural, multimedia experience 
to raise ascension consciousness using the power of 
collective sound - $15 Adv / $20 at the door - www.
seven7sisters.org - The Jackson Wellsprings - 7 pm.
KEN HART - Acoustic Guitar - Callahan’s Mountain 
Lodge - 6 pm - No cover.
OPUS 3 - Jazz - Belle Fiore Winery - 6 - 8 pm - No cover.
ROGUE VALLEY SYMPHONY: MASTERWORKS 
5 - Mendelssohn: The Hebrides / Brahms: Piano 
Concerto No. 2 with soloist Alexander Schimpf, piano 
/ Debussy: La Mer - SOU Music Recital Hall - 7:30 
pm - $36 - $55.
KARAOKE WITH JOSH - The Wild Goose - 8:30 pm 
- No cover.
FUNKY FRIDAY WITH INDUBIOUS, AFROLICIOUS 
& MOJO GREEN - Historic Ashland Armory - Doors 
open at 8:30 pm - 21 and older - $25 Adv / $30 day 
of show.
THE SESHEN - Seven piece band from San Francisco, 
mixing live and electronic elements and taking 
influence from eclectic sources including psychedelia, 
hip-hop, and indie rock - Club 66 - 9 pm - $10.
GRANTS PASS
GAME NIGHT - Griess Family Brews - 7 - 10 pm.
FORTUNE’S FOLLY / ONE DOLLAR CHECK - 
Alternative Rock / Reggae, Alt, Rock - G Street Bar & 
Grill - 8 pm.
LANDON WORDSWELL - Rock Paper Scissors Tour - 
The Haul - 9 pm - 18 and older - No cover.
JACKSONVILLE
JEFF KLOETZEL - South Stage Cellars - 6 - 8 pm.
MILESTONE IN REVIEW - Bella Union Restaurant & 
Saloon - 8 to 10 pm - No cover.
MEDFORD
SAVANNA DUO - Liz Jones on guitar and Anna 
Christensen on percussion - DANCIN Vineyard -  
5:30 pm.
THE MERCY DUO - Featuring Lynda Morrison - 
RoxyAnn Winery - 6 pm.
COMEDY NIGHT: MIKE BETANCOURT / OPENER: 
RYAN WINGFIELD - Chadwicks Pub & Sports Bar - 9 
pm - $10.
KRANK IT UP KARAOKE - Pit Stop Tavern - 9 pm.
O’BRIEN
SOUTHBOUND - Bluegrass, Folk and Country - 
McGrew’s Restaurant & Lounge - 8 pm.

PHOENIX
KRANK IT UP KARAOKE - Barkley’s Bar - 9 pm.
PROVOLT
THE SOUTHERN OREGON FAMILY REUNION 2016 
- 100 Watt Mind, 3 Ring, The Illies, The Herbal Crew, 
Only Natural, Sol Seed, Shawn Montgomery & The 
New Groove, Ras Cricket & The Cultivators, Synrgy, 
Whodathunkit, Luv Dub, Dawna Crocker - Live glass 
blowing - Marijuana law seminar - Drum Circle - $20 
Day Pass / $35 Weekend Camping Pass - Big Thanks 
to Sponsors! - 14391 Williams Hwy., Provolt, Oregon.

SHADY COVE
THE LEGENDARY GOODTIMES - “Straight up rock & 
roll to cure what ‘ails ya” - Upper Rogue Moose Lodge 
2480, 61 Alder St - 6 pm.
TALENT
JEFFERSON GYPSY JAZZ SWING DANCE PARTY - 
Paschal Winery - 7:30 pm - Sliding scale $10-$15.

SATURDAY, APRIL 23
ASHLAND
ROGUE VALLEY CHORISTERS - Celebrate Earth 
Day and enjoy a performance by our junior-sized 
world music community choir, the Choristers, who 
will present a collection of folk songs collected from 
villages far and wide - Other entertainment includes 
Ashland Taiki, Ballet Folklorico, Flipside Tumbling 
Arts, Creekside Strings, Southern Oregon Scottish 
Bagpipes, and Helman Dragon Choir - ScienceWorks, 
1500 E Main St - Choristers at 12 pm on the 
main stage - Earth Day Celebration “Rising to the 
Challenge” from 11 am - 4 pm - Free.
OLD TIME JAM - El Nuevo Tapatio, 1633 Hwy 99 - 
3:30 to 6 pm - No cover.
TIM CHURCH - Standing Stone Brewing Company - 
5:30 pm - No cover.
KEN HART - Acoustic Guitar - Callahan’s Mountain 
Lodge - 6 pm - No cover.
LIZ JONES - The Greensprings Inn & Cabins - 6 - 8:30 
pm.
ROD PETRONE - Guitarist - Belle Fiore Winery - 6 - 8 
pm - No cover.
SAN JUAN - “San Juan fills a space with a story that 
will prompt forgotten feelings.  On the forefront 
are sorrowful, resonating vocals with a keen sense 
of melody.  Bluesy undertones alongside singer-
songwriter influences create a basis for the Soul-
Americana sound that will leave you devastated” 
- Public House - 8:30 pm.
KARAOKE WITH MAD MATTY - The Wild Goose - 9 
pm - No cover.
BLACK MARKET COMEDY - Local stand up 
comedians such as Dan McLaren and Levi Anderson - 
Milagros After Hours - 9 pm - 21 and older - Free.
LANDON WORDSWELL - “I rap because the sun 
doesn’t shine in the Northwest too often.  I rap to 
stop being depressed.  When I started rapping to 
provide for my son and his mother it became the most 
beautiful tool I’ve ever known.  I rap because people 
have cried at my shows time and time again telling 
me that they are going through the same thing.  When 
you strip down the instruments and it’s just the man 
and his mic on stage, people can really connect with 

the emotion you display on stage.  I rap because of the 
countless emails about saving someone’s life through 
music.  Figuratively and literally.  Getting them out 
of addiction, depression, abusive relationships, 
etc.  Allowing them to know they’re not alone.  I’ve 
honestly stayed up at nights for hours reading these 
emails and crying right along with them...that’s why I 
rap.” - Landon Wordswell - Brickroom - 9:30 pm - $5 
cover - 21 and older.

GRANTS PASS
FORTUNE’S FOLLY / ONE DOLLAR CHECK - 
Alternative Rock / Reggae, Alt, Rock - G Street Bar & 
Grill - 8 pm.
JACKSONVILLE
MILESTONE IN REVIEW - Bella Union Restaurant & 
Saloon - 8 to 10 pm - No cover.
MEDFORD
ROGUE VALLEY SYMPHONY: MASTERWORKS 
5 - Mendelssohn: The Hebrides / Brahms: Piano 
Concerto No. 2 with soloist Alexander Schimpf, piano 
/ Debussy: La Mer - Craterian Theater - 7:30 pm - $15 
- $48 - www.rvsymphony.org.
COMEDY NIGHT: MIKE BETANCOURT / OPENER: 
RYAN WINGFIELD - Chadwicks Pub & Sports Bar -  
9 pm - $10.
KRANK IT UP KARAOKE - Pit Stop Tavern - 9 pm.
ROCK MUSIC 7 pm / DJ MUSIC 10 pm - 4 Daughters 
Irish Pub - No cover.
CLUB MUSIC - The Bohemian Club - 10 pm -  
No cover.
PHOENIX
KRANK IT UP KARAOKE - Barkley’s Bar - 9 pm.
PROVOLT
THE SOUTHERN OREGON FAMILY REUNION 2016 
- 100 Watt Mind, 3 Ring, The Illies, The Herbal Crew, 
Only Natural, Sol Seed, Shawn Montgomery & The 
New Groove, Ras Cricket & The Cultivators, Synrgy, 
Whodathunkit, Luv Dub, Dawna Crocker - Live glass 
blowing - Marijuana law seminar - Drum Circle - $20 
Day Pass / $35 Weekend Camping Pass - Big Thanks 
to Sponsors! - 14391 Williams Hwy., Provolt, Oregon.

SUNDAY, APRIL 24
APPLEGATE
FUNDRAISER FOR LONG WAY HOME - Live music 
by Intuitive Compass (Vaudevillian Folk), and 
Southbound (Grass-Fed Folk) - Peace of Pizza, 15090 
Hwy 238 - 5 to 9 pm - $10 Suggested donation 
included Raffle Ticket.
ASHLAND
Jon Galfano - Belle Fiore Winery - Noon - 2 pm - No cover.
LIVE CELTIC MUSIC SESSION - Music of Ireland, 
Scotland and Wales - The Black Sheep Pub & 
Restaurant - 2 pm - No cover.
ROGUE WORLD CHORISTERS - Spring Concert - 
Enjoy the sound of young voices raised in song as 
we present “a collection of folk songs collected from 
villages far and wide” - The Havurah - 4 pm - Free 
concert!
DAN FELLMAN GYPSY TRIO - Belle Fiore Winery - 
4:30 - 6:30 pm - No cover.

ED DUNSAVAGE TRIO - Sunday Jazz - Public House 
- 5 to 7 pm.
KEN HART - Acoustic Guitar - Callahan’s Mountain 
Lodge - 6 pm - No cover.
JIM QUINBY 6 pm / LITTLE THOM’S OPEN MIC W/ 
DAVE HAMPTON 9 pm - The Wild Goose - No cover. 
GRANTS PASS
ROGUE VALLEY SYMPHONY: MASTERWORKS 
5 - Mendelssohn: The Hebrides / Brahms: Piano 
Concerto No. 2 with soloist Alexander Schimpf, piano 
/ Debussy: La Mer - GPHS Performing Arts Center, 
830 NE 9th St - 3 pm - $15 - $37.
SHELBY HANSON BENEFIT - G Street Bar & Grill - 8 pm.
MEDFORD
OPEN MIC WITH ROBBIE DACOSTA - Jefferson 
Spirits - 7 pm - No cover.
KRANK IT UP KARAOKE - Karaoke Competition, 1st 
place wins $50 - Pit Stop Tavern - 9 pm.
PHOENIX
LIVE MUSIC - Acoustic Afternoons w/ brunch (min 
$5 order) - The Phoenix Clubhouse - 12-3 pm.

MONDAY, APRIL 25
ASHLAND
KEN HART - Acoustic Guitar - Callahan’s Mountain 
Lodge - 6 pm - No cover.
PAUL SCHMELING TRIO - Martino’s Restaurant & 
Lounge - 7 pm - No cover. 
PEGGY ROSE’S SINGER’S SHOWCASE - The Wild 
Goose - Sign-up at 7 pm - Show at 7:30 pm - No 
cover.
OPEN MIC - (Under 21) Sign up 5 pm / Show 5:30 pm 
- Open Mic (Over 21) Sign up 8 pm / Show 8:30 pm - 
Oberon’s Three Penny Tavern - No cover.
MEDFORD
GEEKS WHO DRINK PUB TRIVIA - BricktownE 
Brewing Company - 7 pm - No cover. 
TRIVIA NIGHT - 4 Daughters Irish Pub - 7:30 pm -  
No cover.

TUESDAY, APRIL 26
ASHLAND
KEN HART - Acoustic Guitar - Callahan’s Mountain 
Lodge - 6 pm - No cover.
TRIVIA NIGHT - Louie’s Restaurant & Bar - 7 pm -  
No cover.
FECKIN’ TINKERS TUESDAY - Oberon’s Three Penny 
Tavern - 8 pm - No cover.
JEF FRETWELL BAND - The Wild Goose - 8 pm - 
 No cover.
ROBBIE DACOSTA - Every Tuesday - Granite 
Taphouse - 8:30 pm.
MEDFORD
LINE DANCE LESSONS - Rocky Tonk Saloon & Grill -  
7 pm - No cover.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27
ASHLAND
SPAGHETTI GAME NIGHT - Enoteca - Free all you 
can eat pasta with any wine purchase - Stay and play 
board games -  5 pm - No cover. 
ED DUNSAVAGE & PAGE HAMILTON - Belle Fiore 
Winery - 6 - 8 pm - No cover.
KEN HART - Acoustic Guitar - Callahan’s Mountain 
Lodge - 6 pm - No cover.
CAPTAIN & THE MAESTRO - The Wild Goose - 8 pm 
- Free pool from 6 pm to midnight every Wednesday 
- No cover.
MOONCHYLD / SCOTT GARRIOTT - Club 66 - 9 pm 
- 21 and older.
CAVE JUNCTION
OPEN MIC - Wild River Brewing & Pizza Company -  
6 pm - No cover. 
GRANTS PASS
OPEN JAM NIGHT - Griess Family Brews - 6 pm -  
No cover.
HONKYTONK WEDNESDAYS - Cedarwood Saloon & 
Grill - 7 pm - No cover. 
REVOLT REVOLT - Punk/Noise/Alternative/Waver - 
G Street Bar & Grill - 8 pm.
JACKSONVILLE
JEFF KLOETZEL - South Stage Cellars - 6 - 8 pm.
MEDFORD
TRIVIA NIGHT - Portal Brewing Company - 7:30 pm 
- No cover. 
AN EVENING WITH POCO - “Poco has always been 
a pioneer.  It can easily be argued that Poco first 
created the combination of vocal harmonies, country 
instruments and rock and roll rhythms that became 
known as country rock.  They are truly rock legends.” 
- All proceeds from this show go to the Use Your Gift 
Foundation - Craterian Theater at The Collier Center 
for the Performing Arts - 7:30 pm - $25.
PHOENIX
OPEN MIC & JAM - Hosted by Jeremy Hickman 
- Every Wednesday - Fully backlined - Some 
instruments available like drums, keyboard, & guitar - 
The Phoenix Clubhouse - 7 to 10 pm - Free - All Ages 
- All talent levels are welcome.  

Email your event information and updates to  
Events@roguevalleymessenger.com. 
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Art
ART DU JOUR GALLERY
Art du Jour Gallery is a co-op exhibiting works by 
many talented artists living in the greater Rogue 
Valley and region.  On exhibit are works in watercolor, 
oil, acrylic, pastel, pen & ink, conte crayon, collage, 
sculpture, bronze casting, photography and mixed 
media.  All original art exhibited may be purchased as 
well Giclee Prints, cards and other specialty art items.  
Normal hours are Tuesday through Saturday, from 10 
am - 4 pm. Art du Jour Gallery in located in the heart 
of downtown Medford at 213 E. Main St.  There is 
convenient, free 2 hour parking in the parking garage 
at 6th St and Riverside Ave.

CLINK! A TASTE OF OREGON WINE
Through April 31, 2016, celebrate the wonders of 
Oregon wine and the people who make it possible 
in “Clink! A Taste of Oregon Wine,” a traveling 
exhibition curated by the Oregon Historical Society 
in collaboration with local history organizations and 
industry leaders.  Clink! traces the history of Oregon 
wines, featuring 12 colorful banners with photographs 
and text illustrating the history of the flourishing 
Oregon wine industry.  The Southern Oregon 
Historical Society is located at 106 North Central 
Avenue in Medford.

COURAGE IN THE GOLDEN VALLEY
Through April 17, 2016.  The Southern Oregon 
Historical Society hosts its third annual exhibit, 
Courage in the Golden Valley: Chinese History in 
Southern Oregon, held at the Rogue Valley Mall.  
Timed to coincide with Jacksonville’s Chinese New 
Year Celebration, the Society has drawn upon new 
research, including local archaeology, to tell the 
history of the Chinese in Southern Oregon.  Amongst 
the first settlers to arrive, they helped shape the 
region as it grew in the unique, complex community 
we live in today.  Courage in the Golden Valley tells 
more about the lives and accomplishments of the 
Chinese through their own voices.  Exhibit admittance 
is free, but donations are gladly accepted!  Rogue 
Valley Mall, 1600 N. Riverside Ave. in Medford.  For 
information, call 541-773-6536, ext. 206, email amy@
sohs.org, or visit the SOHS website, www/sohs.org.

IN SCENE
April 7 through June 11.  The Schneider Museum of 
Art presents ‘In Scene,’ a group exhibition of eight 
artists who explore the state of the natural world in 
modern times through video, installation, site-specific 
outdoor installation, sculpture, and photographs.  
Works by: Adam Bateman, Anna Daedalus, Kerry 
Davis, Tannaz Farsi, MK Guth, Rashawn Griffin, Laura 
Heit, and Jesse Sugarmann.  Thursday, April 7 through 
June 11, 2016, normal hours are Monday through 
Saturday, from 10 am - 4 pm.  Schneider Museum of 
Art is located at Southern Oregon University, 1250 
Siskiyou Blvd. in Ashland.

NUDES
April 1 - 30, 2016.  Studio A.B. presents work created 
by ten artists, created in response to and inspired by 
artist Greeley Wells film “Nude,” where those artists 
and models discuss their relationship with the nude in 
their artwork.  Bruce Bayard presents a video loop of 
experimental image collage.  Ann DiSalvo displays a 
drawing from the series recently supported by a grant 
from the Haines Foundation. The series pairs humans 
and animals in a pose of mutual respect. Kevin 
Christman presents a small figurative study in bronze. 
Inger Jorgensen and Gabriel Lipper present paintings, 
Daniel Verner, Robyn Reitz and Greeley Wells, 
drawings. Lisa Byrne and Irene Kai, photography.  
Film Screening on April 14 (see Film) at The Enclave 
Studios, 1661 Siskiyou Blvd, Ashland.  Exhibit is at 
Studio A.B., 621 A Street, Ashland.

ROGUE GALLERY
April 22 - May 26 in the Main Gallery: Garden Frolic: 
Jonnel Covault, Julia Janeway and Randall Perkins 
(Reception: May 20, 5-8 pm).  April 8 - April 22 in 
the Community Gallery: Elementary Arts Outreach 
Student Show, Sponsored by Jackson County School 
District #9.  April 15 - June 7 in the Berryman Gallery: 
Lo Smucker.  The Rogue Gallery and Art Center, 40 S. 
Bartlett St., Medford.  Hours: Tues-Fri, 10 - 5 pm / Sat 
11 - 3 pm.

THE BEEKEEPER’S DAUGHTER
Enjoy the artwork of Catie Faryl through this exhibition 
of 20 paintings representing work created in each 
of the past 20 years, beginning with Catie Faryl’s 
first show in 1995.  The show will be on display from 
February 11 through April 28, 2016.  Pioneer Village at 
805 N. 5th St. in Jacksonville.

Classes
BASKET / CONTAINER CLASS
Learn about combining plants to reach your desired 

effect as Ashland Greenhouses owner Kelly Brainard 
walks you through her processes in selection and 
placement.  $5 per container covers soil and space, 
plants purchase separately.  Six classes available (all 
the same):  Apr 14 from 10 - 11 am,  Apr 16 from 9 - 10 
am, Apr 16 from 11 am - Noon, Apr 21 from 10 - 11 
am, and Apr 23 from 11 am - Noon.  Registration is 
required, spaces limited.  Call Ashland Greenhouses 
(650 East Ashland Lane, Ashland) to reserve your 
place at 541-482-2866.

DISCOVER THE MYSTERIES OF 
MEDICARE
Tuesday, April 26, 10 am.  Linda Clarkson and 
Melissa Mlasko of Futurity First Insurance Group are 
working with the Central Point Park and Recreation 
Department to present this hour-long Medicare 101 

workshop.  It will explain Medicare Parts A & B, and 
explore options with Medicare Advantage Plans and 
Medicare Supplements.  Participants will also learn 
how prescription drug plans work, how to get help 
with the cost of prescription drugs and how Medicare 
works with the VA.  There is no charge for this 
workshop.  Register, call the Central Point Park and 
Recreation at 541-423-1012.  Central Point Computer 
Classroom, 155 South 2nd Street.

DRUM MAKING WORKSHOP
Saturday, April 16, 9 am to 3 pm.  Join us on the 
truly magical journey of making your own Native 
American-style Hoop Drum.  Experience a sense of 
inspiration and accomplishment as you create and 
connect with your drum.  In a six-hour period you will 
create your drum using rawhide, birch, and sheepskin 
with expert training by mARTa Quest of Rainbow 
Rhythms & Art, teacher/drum-maker for more than 
25 years.  $150 price includes drum stick.  For more 
information, email: RRandArt12@gmail.com.   Ashland 
Branch Library, 410 Siskiyou Boulevard.

EXPLORING RELATIONSHIP 
THROUGH FILM
Sunday, April 17 & May 22, from 1 to 6 pm.  “I alone 
must become myself;  I cannot become myself 
alone.” - Pittman Mcgehee.  Join us for this film series 
exploring various dynamics of romantic relationship.  
Come to one or all of them!  For more info and to 
register, email marla16@charter.net or call 541-482-
4948.  The cost is $45-$60, sliding scale.

HOW TO BUILD A RAIN BARREL
Thursday, April 14, 6 - 6:45 pm.  Learn about rain 
catchment and how to build a rain barrel at the Rogue 
Climate meeting at the Talent Community Center, 101 
East Main Street, Talent.  Anyone interested in how 
to save and use rainwater is invited.  Presentation 
includes hands-on experience and time for questions.  
Free.

IT’S QUITTIN’ TIME!
Wednesdays, April  20, 27, and May 4, 11, 18, from 
2 pm to 3 pm.  Quitting Smoking is one of the most 
important choices someone can make to improve 
their health.  Deciding to stop is the first step, but 
having support while quitting is the key to success.  
AllCare Health is offering a series of classes to help 
local residents quit smoking and make it stick.  Those 
who enroll are encouraged to attend all six classes in 
a series.  The series is free and open to all Southern 
Oregonians; however, RSVP is required.  You do NOT 
need to be an AllCare member for this.  Call AllCare 
Health to enroll at 541-471-4106.  Summer session is 
July 13 - August 17.  Fall session is October 12 through 
November 16.  Josephine County Public Health, 715 
NW Dimmick St., Grants Pass.  

MISSMOSAIC’S OPEN STUDIO 
SESSIONS
“Being creative helps to focus and calm the mind 
while feeding the soul.”  Beginning January 6th, 2016, 

sessions will be held Wednesdays from 6 - 9 pm, 
and Sundays from noon - 3 pm.  This isn’t a class, per 
se, but an opportunity to learn from me at your own 
pace, and work on what YOU want to make.  You may 
participate up to twice a week.  Drop in at any point 
in the session for a minimum of one, and a maximum 
of 3 hours.  Drop in rate is 1 hour for $15 or a block of 
8 hours for $96, saving you $3/hr.  Some materials 
provided.  Contact Karen at missmosaicgirl@yahoo.
com or call 541-621-6239.  MissMosaic Studios at 105 
John St. in Talent.

MOMENT IN TIME MODERN DANCE 
CLASSES
Monday and Thursday nights, from 5:30 - 6:30 pm.  
$12 per class or 10% off if paid monthly.  Oak Street 
Dance Studio at 1287 Oak St. in Ashland. 

USING BIOCHAR WITH MANURE & 
COMPOST
Saturday, April 23, 9:30 am - 4 pm. In this workshop 
by Kelpie Wilson with Wilson Biochar Lab, learn 
how to use biochar for managing manure in barns 
and compost.  Learn about the chemistry of biochar 
compost and get recipes and instructions for using 
biochar in barns, compost piles, bokashi buckets and 
worm bins.  Workshop runs from 10 am - 4 pm, with 
a farm fresh lunch provided by Frog Farm.  Workshop 
Schedule:  9:30 - 10 am Registration.  10 - 11 am 
Overview.  11 - 12:30 pm Tour of Frog Farm barns 
and compost piles using biochar.  12:30 - 2 pm Farm 
Fresh lunch and walk to Wilson Biochar Associates 
Lab (about 1/4 mile walk). 2 - 4 pm Biochar Bokashi 
recipes.  Register at Biocharmanure.bpt.me/.  For 
more info, contact Spiral Living Center at spiral@
spiralliving.org or call 541-5923642.  Frog Farm, 9044 
Takilma Road, Cave Junction.  $20.

Community
2016 SEED MENTORSHIP PROGRAM
Support quality seed in the Rogue Valley!  The 
Southern Oregon Seed Growers Association 
(SOSGA), through the funding of a Western SARE 
grant, is offering a mentorship program to new and 
beginning seed growers.  The mentorship includes 
up to 10 hours of on-farm consulting during the 2016 
growing season.  There is compensation for the 
mentor time and driving mileage.  If you are interested 
in becoming a mentor or a mentee, please contact 
Andrew Schwarz ar schwarz.andrew@gmail.com

2016 SPRING VOLUNTEER TRAINING 
AT SCIENCEWORKS
Saturday & Sunday, April 16 & 17, from 10 am to 4 
pm.  ScienceWorks is holding their semi-annual 
volunteer training.  You don’t have to be a scientist 
to play an important role on our team.  You’ll find 
that sharing your time and talent as a ScienceWorks 
volunteer is as rewarding as it is fun.  Learn to run the 
Painting Pendulum, become an Exhibit Interpreter, 
and lead Educational Activities!  The 2-day training 
will include sessions on ScienceWorks philosophy, 
Inquiry-based learning techniques, How to work 
with our visitors, Training on running activities and 
exhibit interpretation, and a mini Tinkering workshop 
with our Director of Education.  Our two full day 
training is designed to equip our volunteers with 
the tools they need to be successful when working 
with our visitors, and lunch will be provided both 
days.  Register at : “http://bit.ly/1UR3m6F”  To RSVP 
or for more information, call Greg at 541-482-6767 
or email volunteercoor@scienceworksmuseum.org.  
ScienceWorks, 1500 East Main St., Ashland.

2ND ANNUAL ROGUE VALLEY SILVER 
STARS TALENT COMPETITION
Saturday, April 16, 3 pm.  Southern Oregon 

consistently ranks as a great place to retire, so it’s no 
surprise that our local senior talent pool is diverse 
and deep.  Don’t miss our second annual Rogue Valley 
competition to select the top talent from among our 
region’s seniors and retirement living communities.  
Each will hold its own preliminary contest with 
finalists appearing on the Craterian stage before a 
panel of judges.  In addition to the judges’ pick for 
overall winner, the audience can vote for People’s 
Choice Award winners.  All tickets are $20.  Craterian 
Theater, 23 South Central Avenue, Medford, Oregon.

ACTIVATE GROW 2016
Fri, April 15 at 5:30 pm to Sat, April 16 at 1:30 pm.  
“We can’t wait to share this incredible weekend 
growing together as women!  We have a special 
guest speaker, Judy Jaquith sharing with us this year!”  
More about Pastor Judy:  Judy Jaquith comes to us 
from Puebla, Mexico, where along with her husband 
Phil, she helped plant a thriving church that has 
grown to over 1,800 members and several church 
plants.  Married for 41 years with 6 children and 18 
grandchildren, she has the experience to speak into 
the lives of women of all ages in various seasons of 
life.  “Come ready to learn, grow and be challenged 
and refreshed to accomplish all God has for you.”  
Cost is $30.  Joy Christian Fellowship, 2715 Table Rock 
Rd., Medford, Oregon.

ARBOR DAY 2016
Friday, April 22, 9 am to 8 pm.  We welcome you 
to join us in commemorating Earth Day, Arbor Day 
and Southern Oregon University’s Commitment 
to Sustainability!  9 am - 10:40 am: Art Unveiling 
and Botanical Tour at The Farm at SOU, 155 Walker 
Ave.  11 am - 1 pm: Tao Orion: Permaculture and 
Agroecology Workshop, Meese Room of the Hannon 
Library.  12:30 pm: In Scene Drop-In Decent-led 
Exhibition Tour at Schneider Museum of Art at SOU.  
12:30 - 1:30 pm:  Free celebratory lunch and drinks for 
volunteers at the Center for the Visual Arts Courtyard.  
1:30 pm - 4:30 pm: Arboretum Planting Party at SOU 
Roca Arboretum (above Science Bldg).  4 pm: Disc 
Golf Course Grand Opening at Roca Arboretum.  
Music by Slow Corpse and David Downey Jr.

ASHLAND COMMUNITY BIKE SWAP
Shop for a bike on Saturday, April 16, from Noon to 2 
pm.  Register to sell your bike on Fri, Apr 15, from 5 to 
7 pm, or on Sat, Apr 16, from 8 to 10 am.  Admission 
is $1/person (Kids 5 and younger are free).  More info 
at RVTD.org/bikeswap.  The Grove, 1195 East Main 
St., Ashland.

ASHLAND COMMUNITY RESOURCE 
CENTER
The Ashland Community Resource Center (ACRC) 
offers food and companionship, access to telephones 
and on-line computers as well as a mail drop, message 
center services, clothing and toiletries.  More in-
depth services, such as aid in completing applications 
for low income housing, help with replacements 
of personal identification and case management 
are also available but generally require more than 
one day.  Listening Post: Volunteers are available to 
listen without judgement, providing no feedback, no 
recommendations and no advice, Thursdays from 
11 am - 1 pm.  Veteran Services, Thursdays from 9 
am - 1 pm:  Chuck Hanger, Jeff Nichols, James Raison, 
and Frederic Berger are available to help veterans 
with such issues as homelessness, employment, 
and veterans’ benefits.  Tuesdays, 9 am - 12 Noon:  
Drug, Alcohol and Crisis Counseling:  Counseling 
for individuals who are facing drug or alcohol abuse, 
and individuals who are in crisis.  Tuesdays, 9 am - 12 
Noon: Dress for Success; Job interview clothing and 
advice is available for people in the process of finding 
employment.  Ashland Community Resource Center, 
572 Clover Lane in Ashland..  Clover Lane is located 
next to Exit 14 off I-5 in Ashland, Oregon.

EARTH DAY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Saturday, April 16, 9 am to Noon.  Celebrate Earth 
Day by helping The Nature Conservancy remove 
invasive non-native curly dock plants from vernal 
pools at Whetstone Savanna Nature Preserve.  This 
preserve shelters mounded prairie and vernal pool 
communities that include rare plants and fairy shrimp, 
and safeguards a key portion of oak savanna habitat 
on the Rogue Valley floor.  Bring your family, enjoy 
spring wildflowers and learn about the diverse life 
in vernal pools while working to protect this unique 
habitat.  Come prepared for the outdoors, wear 
waterproof shoes and bring a good digging tool if 
possible.  Snacks, gloves and tools will be provided.  
Directions: From Table Rock Rd, turn onto West 
Gregory Rd, at stop sign turn right onto Downing 
Rd and follow to Newland Rd.  Whetstone Savanna 
Preserve is on the left.  For more information and to 
register, please contact Molly at 541-770-7933 Ext #2 
or email mmorison@tnc.org.

FREE WELL WATER TESTING
Testing for Nitrate will be provided at the Well Water 
Testing Booth at the OSU Master Gardener Spring Fair 

EVENTS
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at the Fairgrounds in Central Point on Saturday, April 
30 and Sunday, May 1, from 10 to 3 pm.  Bring a cup 
of cool well water, collected from a pre-treatment tap.  
While you wait a few minutes for the test results, you 
can learn more about caring for your private well and 
septic system and how to keep your drinking water 
clean.  Contact Patton Environmental LLC at 541-690-
9983 with questions or go to www.healthoregon.org/
wells.

NEXT GENERATION BEEKEEPER
Friday, April 15, from 6 to 9 pm.  What’s a “Next 
Generation Keeper?”  ‘Next Gen’ is defined as, “The 
step forward that perpetually propels us into our 
impending destiny.”  The term next-generation farmer 
is used to describe young people who will be the next 
generation of farmers, however, it can mean anyone 
from a first-year farm apprentice to someone pursuing 
a midlife career change to agriculture.  This event 
is meant to bring groups together to networking, a 
potluck dinner, beer drinking, and great music by The 
Brothers Reed, plus a breakout session!  The session 
is to develop a few ideas for collaboration, as well as 
finding how the Bee Girl organization and the NW 
Farmers Union can best serve you at local, state, 
and national levels.  Pioneer Hall, 59 Winburn Way, 
Ashland, Oregon.

PESTICIDES, PEOPLE, POLLINATORS, 
AND THE PLANET
Saturday, April 16, from 8 am to 5 pm.  “Pesticides, 
People, Pollinators, and the Planet: Safer, Healthier 
Practices and Policies.”  You are invited to the first-
ever conference in the Rogue Valley hosting national 
and regional experts speaking on the important topic 
of pesticides, people, pollinators, and the planet!  
“Bee” Happy Hour - Fri, April 15, from 5 to 7 pm - 
Enjoy wine, mead, beer and other refreshments with 
Phyllis Stiles, Executive Director of Bee City USA...the 
“Queen Bee” herself - Cost is $20 at the door, Meese 
Room, Hannon Library at SOU in Ashland.  Day-long 
Conference is in the Rogue River Room, Stevenson 
Union Building at SOU, 1250 Siskiyou Blvd., Ashland.  
Conference admission is $10 (Free for Students with 
ID).

THE ‘EVERYTHING SPRING’ FAIR
Sunday, April 17, from 11 am to 3 pm.  Join us for this 
free family event in the Applegate Valley.  There’ll 
be plants, heritage Apple trees, wooden planters, 
gardening tools & supplies, Arts & Crafts booths...
handmade, hand stitched & quilted, culinary & herbal 
products, ceramics, cards, education stations, and 
more!  Enjoy good food, live music, and activities for 
the children.  Information: 541-846-7501.  Applegate 
Valley Community Grange, 3901 Upper Applegate 
Road, 4 miles south of Ruch, Oregon.  Free admission!

TRANSPORT YOURSELF & OTHERS 
BACK IN TIME!
Would you like to learn how to take yourself and 
others back in time, for instance, to the 1850s?  Learn 
to be a historic Hanley Farm Museum Docent, lead 
visitors back through time as you tell them about the 
farm’s history.  Here’s your opportunity to learn about 
a place where human occupancy dates back 4,000 
years, and where farming has been practiced since 
the 1850s.  Hanley Docents give tours of the Historic 
Hanley Farmhouse during many events, including the 
third Thursday of the months April through October.  
Download a volunteer application from our website, 
www.sohs.org; from the “Get Involved” tab on the 
drop-down menu bar, select “Volunteer for SOHS.”  
Hanley Farm, 1053 Hanley Road, Central Point.  541-
773-6536, ext. 202 or email info@sohs.org.

WILD BY DESIGN
Fri, April 15 at 6 pm, and Sat, April 16 at 10 am & 2 
pm.  Walking In Love Deliberately - WILD: A natural 
state of existence, passionate and free, unaffected by 
what the world says.  Without boxes, without walls, 
without fears, what would happen to a community, 
a city, a nation if we as WOMEN were courageous 
enough to step out into the WILD?  “We must first 
know whose we are before we can ever know who we 
are.”  Come join this gathering of women who wildly 
desire to allow God to be all He wants to be in and 
through us.  Join us for any and all sessions.  Living 
Waters Church, 2200 Roberts Rd., Medford, Oregon.

WOMEN IN BLACK - SILENT VIGILS 
FOR PEACE
Meet in Grants Pass, Cave Junction, Roseburg, 
Medford, and Ashland to stand silently for Peace.  
Contact person Ruth Torre at 541-472-5113, email is 
rmtorre11@gmail.com.
In Ashland, every Friday from 12 - 12:30 pm on the 
Ashland Plaza, and the first and third Saturdays from 
11 - 11:30 am on the Ashland Plaza.
In Medford, every Wednesday from 12 - 12:30 pm in 
Vogel Plaza, corner of Main and Central.
In Grants Pass, every first and third Monday from 12 - 
12:30 pm next to the Post Office.  
In Cave Junction, every Monday from 12 - 12:30 pm at 
the County Building.

In Roseburg, every Friday from 12 - 12:30 pm in front 
of the Fire Station on Garden Valley Blvd.

Film
BIONEERS COME TO THE ROGUE 
VALLEY
Sundays, April 24, May 1 & 8, from 6 to 9 pm.  Join 
us for the second annual “Bioneers Come to the 
Rogue Valley” film viewing series, offered on three 
consecutive Sundays.  Come to view the best of 
the 2015 Bioneers conference keynote speakers 
and their “breakthrough solutions for restoring 
people and planet,” plus local activists, artists and 

organizations.  Come to be inspired, to learn, and to 
get involved.  Thank you, Co-sponsors - Southern 
Oregon Pachamama Alliance Community, Bellview 
Grange, Ashland Conscious Dance Collective, Red 
Earth Descendants, Unity of Ashland, and Our Family 
Farms Coalition.  This film series is a fundraising 
event for two local nonprofit organizations.  RSVP 
much appreciated, to assist in planning.  The Bellview 
Grange, 1050 Tolman Creek Road, Ashland. Suggest 
Donation $10-$20 each evening.  

FILM SCREENING: NUDE
Thursday, April 14, 6 to 9 pm.  NUDE is a short film 
created by artist Greeley Wells in which ten artists 
and models discuss their relationship with the nude 
in their artwork.  Through April 30, 2016, Studio 
A.B. presents exhibit “Nudes,” work created by 
those artists in response to and inspired by the film.  
Screening and reception on April 14, 2016 is at The 
Enclave Studios, 1661 Siskiyou Boulevard, Ashland.  

TED TALKS: MEMORY - TRUE OR 
FALSE?
Tuesday, April 26, 3:30 - 4:30 pm.  The TED Talks 
theme for April is “Memory: True or False.”  Enjoy 
fascinating video lectures on how memory works for 
humans and animals.  Video Lectures by Elizabeth 
Loftus: How Reliable is Your Memory?, Scott Fraser: 
Why Eyewitnesses Get It Wrong, Steve Ramirez 
and Xu Liu: A Mouse, A Laser Beam, A Manipulated 
Memory, as well as Peter Doolittle: How Your 
“Working Memory” Makes Sense of the World.  TED 
(an acronym for Technology, Entertainment, Design) 
is a nonprofit organization whose slogan is “Ideas 
Worth Spreading.”  Adams Room of the Medford 
Branch Library, 205 South Central Avenue.  541-774-
8679 or visit jcls.org.

Food
A TASTE OF ASHLAND
Saturday & Sunday, April 23 & 24, from Noon to 4 
pm.  Discover Ashland’s best restaurants and the 
region’s best wines.  “What makes this wine and 
food pairing event different from all the others?  Each 
winery and restaurant are painstakingly matched 
and work together to create unique pairings inside 
17 colorful galleries, all within walking, or trolley ride 
distance from one another,” says Jeffery Jones, Event 
Coordinator for A Taste of Ashland. “This is a rare 
opportunity to sip seventeen of the region’s best 
wines, taste food from 23 restaurants, and experience 
artwork from wonderful galleries that represent 
hundreds of local, regional and international artists.”  
Tasters will have the opportunity to vote for their 
favorite restaurant, winery and gallery using a ballot 
for the Taster’s Choice award.  $65 for both days, 
$55 for Saturday only, $45 for Sunday only.  A free 
shuttle by AllAboard Trolley, will offer rides to all 17 
galleries, but most are within walking distance.  For 
tickets for more info:  www.atasteofashland.com or 

call 541-488-0178.  You may also purchase tickets at 
the Ashland Plaza Kiosk from 12 noon to 2 pm, April 
16 through April 22.  The Kiosk will open at 11 am on 
April 23 & 24.

ACOUSTIC AFTERNOONS
Every Sunday, from 12 - 3 pm.  Acoustic Music and 
Organic Brunch come together to offer you a perfect, 
relaxing, Sweet Sunday Afternoon!  Phoenix Press will 
be offering table service, with a special weekly brunch 
menu available.  Our menu is always full of local, 
organic, carefully sourced ingredients and includes 
coffee from Xase, Good Bean, Noble and Stumptown 
roasters, teas from Dobra, and handmade smoothies, 

lemonade and more!  The Phoenix Clubhouse, 310 N 
Main St., Suite H, Phoenix.  Minimum $5 order. 

FRIDAY WORDS & WINE
Friday, April 22, 6 pm.  Ellen Gardner reads from 
her novel, “Veda.”  Free admission.  Wine and nosh 
plates for purchase.  For reservations, please call 541-
488-5989.  Weisinger Family Winery, 3150 Siskiyou 
Boulevard, Ashland.

GO GREEN, GROWING AND 
ENJOYING LEAFY GREENS
Friday, April 22, 2016, from 1:30 to 3 pm.  It’s easy to 
get in a rut using iceberg lettuce, carrots and green 
beans when preparing meals.  Leafy greens like kale, 
chard, Bok choy and Napa cabbage can expand the 
variety in meals and pack a wallop of nutritional 
value, too.  Many greens are easy to grow in the 
spring garden.  At this session you will sample recipes 
and get growing tips to Go Green in your planning.  
Instructor: Cheryl Kirk, Family & Community Health. 
Pre-registration required.  Contact Jackson County 
Extension Office at 541-776-7371.  OSU Extension 
Auditorium, 569 Hanley Rd., Central Point, Oregon.  
Cost: $10.

MILES THROUGH HISTORY 
ROAD TRIP: EXPLORING EARLY 
AGRICULTURAL BOOM
Sunday, April 17, 9 am - 1 or 2 pm (depending on 
pace).  Explore historic Jackson County orchards 
with this Miles Through Time Road Trip.  Jackson 
County boomed when the Oregon and California 
Railroad opened up new markets for local pears and 
apples in the 1890s.  Many of these orchards are 
still in operation today and the rich soils of southern 
Oregon continue to contribute to the local economy.  
Join Southern Oregon Research and Extension 
Center researcher, Richard Hilton, on this remarkable 
excursion to ten historic orchards, including: Hillcrest, 
Modoc and Dunbar Orchards.  This trip is limited to 
ten automobiles.  Register online at sohs.org, look 
under Events.  Details given once registered.  Your 
paid reservation will reserve your spot.  $40 per 
vehicle for SOHS members, $50 per vehicle for non-
members.

PHOENIX COMMUNITY DINNER
On the 2nd & 4th Thursdays of each month, the 
Phoenix Community Kitchen hosts dinner from 5 - 7 
pm.  Everyone is welcome, bring your neighbors and 
friends. First Presbyterian Church, 121 W Second St., 
Phoenix.  For info:  541-535-1119.

POTLUCK LUNCHEON
On the third Tuesday of each month, join LGBT Elders 
and Allies for a potluck luncheon from 11:30 am - 1 
pm.  Please bring your ideas for building the LGBT 
Community and a dish to share.  A $2 donation 
for drinks is suggested.  Rogue Valley Unitarian 
Universalist Fellowship, 87 Fourth St., Ashland.  Free.

PRIX FIXE DINNER
Sunday, April 17, 6 pm.  Join us for a Prix Fixe Tapas 
Dinner!  $30 per person.  Please RSVP for reservations 
at 541-474-4991.  The Haul, 121 SW H Street, Grants 
Pass, Oregon.

ROGUE VALLEY GROWERS & 
CRAFTERS MARKETS
ASHLAND MARKET: Tuesdays, from 8:30 am - 1:30 
pm, National Guard Armory, 1420 E Main St.  March 
through November.
ASHLAND SATURDAY MARKET: Saturdays, from 
8:30 am - 1 pm, Oak Street in the Heart of Downtown.  
May through October.
MEDFORD MARKET: Thursdays, from 8:30 am - 1:30 
pm, Hawthorne Park, 501 E Main St.  March through 
November.
MEDFORD SATURDAY MARKET: Saturdays, from 
9 am - 1 pm, The Commons (6th & Bartlett).  May 
through October.

THE LITTLE WOODY - A 
FERMENTATION CELEBRATION
Friday, April 22, from 5 - 10 pm, and Saturday, April 
23, from Noon to 10 pm.  The Little Woody Rogue 
Valley celebrates craft beer, cider and whiskey during 
a festival at Harry & David Field in Medford (2929 
S. Pacific Hwy.), featuring 20-25 craft breweries, 
distilleries and cideries.  “Microbrews are a huge 
thing in our area,” said Ian Church, general manager 
of the Medford Rogues.  “To be able to give local 
brewers an opportunity to showcase their work and 
also, the people who are simply really passionate 
about the brew, we know this is an ideal event and a 
fun opportunity for Harry & David Field.”  Plus music, 
vendors and food!  This event is for adults 21 and 
older.  $15 at the gate.  Tasting Package: $20 at the 
gate (includes glass, entry and 6 tokens.  VIP $35.  
Designated Driver $5 (special wristband for drivers).  
www.roguebrewfest.com

Kids & Family
EARTH DAY 2016
Saturday, April 23, 11 am - 4 pm.  2016 theme: Rising 
to the Challenge.  Live entertainment is cultural 
and youthful at Rogue Valley Earth Day 2016, with 
Ashland Taiko, Rogue World Choristers, Ballet 
Folklorico, Flipside Tumbling Arts, Creekside Strings, 
Southern Oregon Scottish Bagpipes, and Helman 
Dragon Choir.  Regional organizations will share 
“Earth Day Shout Outs” that inspire our community 
to rise to the challenge, and dozens of exhibits will 
range from electric cars to backyard habitats, and 
water-wise landscaping to climate activism.  Fun 
for the whole family with tasty, local food and 
beer for sale, and hours of hands-on activities for 
kids.  Visit RogueValleyEarthDay.net.  Outdoors at 
ScienceWorks, 1500 East Main Street, Ashland.  Free.

MOTHERS & DAUGHTERS: 
EMBRACING TRANSFORMATION
Thursdays, April 7 through May 26, 3:30 - 5:30 
pm.  Ashland Hot Yoga presents an 8-week yoga 
class series for pre-adolescent girls (age 9-12) and 
their moms.  Using the technology of Kundalini 
Yoga, the teachings of Yogi Bhajan, and expression 
through circle work and the visual and creative arts, 
we will explore ways to navigate the transition into 
puberty through a yogic perspective.  We will use 
yogic techniques to find our sense of Self and help us 
remain true to our Self despite the chaos of physical 
and emotional change.  By cultivating positive, 
promoting habits and fostering the mother/daughter 
bond, we empower ourselves and invite a successful 
transition that is in line with our own purpose and 
true sense of Self.  Moms will not have to attend 
all sessions.  To register online please go to www.
ashlandhotyoga.com.  Natalie: nati@natiyoga.com.  
Emmy: emmysan44@yahoo.com .  The cost is $270 
after March 20, 2016.  The location of the series is at 
The Haven, 1970 Ashland St., Ashland.

NATURAL HISTORY OF THE OREGON 
TRAIL
Monday, April 18, 3 to 5 pm.  All ages are invited 
to learn about the “Natural History of the Oregon 
Trail.”  John Jackson of Bugs-R-Us covers the basics 
of the Applegate and Oregon Trails combined with 
the animals, plants, and geology that the settlers 
encountered.  Discuss the game animals - bison, 
elk, deer, quail, as well as the predators - wolves and 
coyotes.  You get to actually feel the hides and horns 
from all of the mammals and birds discussed!  Play 
the Oregon Trail Food Supply Game, to see what you 
think would be the animals with the biggest benefits.  
This free program includes information about the 
landmark rocks and rivers, as well as the importance 
of the bison to the Native Americans and pioneers.  
Each participant will receive a detailed Oregon Trail 
historical map and a coloring page!  Medford Branch 
Library, 205 South Central Avenue.

EVENTS
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OUTDOOR ADVENTURE HOME 
SCHOOL
Thursdays, April 7 through May 26, from 1 to 4 pm, 
for ages 5-11.  Focus is on nature connection through 
tracking, storytelling, survival skills and getting 
comfortable in the natural world.  Class location 
alternates every other week between the Coyote Trails 
Nature Center, 2931 S. Pacific Hwy., Medford, and the 
Coyote Trails wilderness campus near Ashland.  Pre-
registration required.  Fee: $160.  www.coyotetrails.
org.  Contact Lynne at 541-772-1390.

THURSDAYS AT HISTORIC HANLEY 
FARM
Every Thursday through October, bring a picnic and 
enjoy an evening at Hanley Farm.  However, Third 
Thursdays are special!!  In addition to regularly 
scheduled events - garden tours and self-guided 
tours, plus harvesting food directly from the no-till 
garden during June and July - activities are expanded 
to include: Docent-led Hanley Farmhouse Tours, 
Hay Rides, and Children’s Garden Activities!  The 
‘first’ Third Thursday is April 21, 2016, from 4 to 7 
pm.  Hanley Farm, 1053 Hanley Rd., Central Point, 
Oregon.  Free admission.  Farmhouse Tours $5 for 
non-members / $3 SOHS members.  Information: 
913-638-6954, or email hanleyagriculture@sohs.org.

TO PARTY OR NOT TO PARTY
April 23 & 24.  Jackson County Libraries are 
celebrating the 400 years of Shakespeare’s legacy 
throughout March and April, 2016.  A fun way to 
get in touch with the great playwright is through 
crafts that relate to his plays.  Join in as we celebrate 
playwright, poet, and actor William Shakespeare with 
festivities at local libraries.  Celebrate “The Bard’s” 
birthday with cake, crafts, games, and more!  
Thursday, April 21, 3 - 5 pm, Central Point Library: 
Create Fairy Doors and Fairy Ribbon Rings.
Saturday, April 23, 1 - 4 pm, Ashland Library: Fairy 
Door crafts, and from 2 - 3 pm: All ages can act out 
their favorite Shakespeare scene.
Saturday, April 23, 1 - 3 pm, Phoenix Library: Cake, 
punch, and a quote to take home.
Saturday, April 23, 1 - 3 pm, Eagle Point Library: Crafts 
including Fairy door, dancing ring or Elizabethan ruff, 
and cake for all!
Sunday, April 24, 12 - 2 pm, Medford Library: 
Something for everyone, from Shakespeare bingo to 
Shakespeare word games and Elizabethan crafts and...
birthday cake!

TODDLEROBICS: MOVEMENT, MUSIC, 
& ME!
Every Tuesday beginning in January, from 11 - 11:30 
am.  Come exercise your mind, body, and spirit!  
Young children live to move, but the weather in 
Oregon often limits opportunities for outside play 
and exercise.  Children ages 2 and older can exercise 
both mind and body by participating in a range of 
simple exercises such as the crab walk, bear crawl, 
jumping jacks, and many others.  Attendees will also 
participate in music games so children can sing and 
dance to songs.  Central Point Branch Library, 116 S. 
Third St.  Free admission.

Meetings 
BINGO
Third Sunday of every month, from 4 to 7 pm.  $1 
per game.  Game proceeds are split evenly between 
winning players and the house.  Snacks and beverages 
are available.  Information: 541-846-7501.  Applegate 
Valley Community Grange, 3901 Upper Applegate 
Road, 4 miles south of Ruch, Oregon.

BOOK CLUBS
BOOKS@4:  Third Tuesdays monthly, from 4 - 5 pm.  
April 19, May 17, June 21 & July 19.  Adams Meeting 
Room at the Medford Branch Library, 205 S Central 
Ave.
BRAIN BOOKS:  Fourth Tuesday monthly, from 1:30 
- 3:30 pm.  Guanajuato Room of the Ashland Branch 
Library, 410 Siskiyou Blvd.
MYSTERY READERS ROUNDTABLE:  Third Tuesdays 
monthly, from 2 - 3 pm.  Meyer Memorial Trust 
Community Meeting Room, Phoenix Branch Library, 
510 W First St.

CHESS CLUB
Grants Pass Chess is an informal group of local chess 
players and those wanting to learn more about the 
game.  Every level is welcome!  Meets every Saturday, 
from 4 to 7 pm at Rogue Roasters, 610 SW K St., 
Grants Pass.  Free.

GREEN DRINKS
Rogue Valley Green Drinks fosters connections 
and raises awareness toward a more vibrant and 
sustainable Southern Oregon. Green Drinks is a prime 
networking arena for those looking for information 
and connections related to environmental and 
sustainability issues. A venue for both networking and 
education, each event features a presentation meant 

to provide information and time afterwards for further 
discussion. www.ashlandgreendrinks.com  

LISTEN TO HER
Thursday, April 14, 5:30 - 7 pm.  Your voice matters.  
Join the Women’s Foundation of Oregon for an 
interactive town hall meeting to share what it’s like 
to be a woman in Southern Oregon.  At this fun 
and interactive event, you’ll be able to share your 
experiences in a bunch of different ways - through 
real-time polling, anonymous write-in sheets, break-
out discussion groups and a storytelling booth.  What 
the Women’s Foundation hears from us on the “Listen 
to Her” tour will become a major part of the upcoming 

Comprehensive Report on Women and Girls in 
Oregon, and that report will be shared with decision-
makers all over the state.  Childcare, refreshments 
and Spanish translation services will be provided.  All 
women and girls are invited to attend.  Please join us 
and tell us what needs to happen to make Oregon a 
great place for women and girls.  #ListenToHer.  SOU/
RCC Higher Education Center, 101 South Bartlett 
Street, Medford.

NONVIOLENT COMMUNICATION 
PRACTICE GROUP
Tuesdays, from 4:15 - 5:45 pm.  Anyone who has had 
a NonViolent Communication course and wants to 
practice is welcome.  Bring your book, NonViolent 
Communication by Marshall B Rosenberg, Ph.D. and 
drop-in, or come regularly.  Gift exchanges welcome.  
With questions or for more info, contact Joanna 
Niemann at joannawn@yahoo.com.  Every Tuesday at 
the Ashland Public Library, 410 Siskiyou Blvd.

RECORDER GROUP OF TALENT
Tuesdays, from 12 Noon to 1 pm.  Come join us!  
The all-ages, all-skills Recorder Group of Talent 
will be getting together to play music and have fun 
on Tuesdays.  This will be an informal gathering of 
musicians with varied experience on this deceptively 
simply woodwind instrument.  If you have a recorder 
please bring it along and join in.  If you just want to 
show up and listen you are also welcome!  For more 
information, please call the Talent Library at 541-535-
4163.  Talent Branch Library, 101 Home St.  Free.

SCRABBLE CLUB
Are you a logophile (a lover of words) who knows that 
playing that word in Scrabble could score a minimum 
of 15 points?  If you answered “yes,” then you 
should join in a casual game (or two) of Scrabble on 
Saturdays from 12 Noon - 4 pm at the Talent Branch 
Library, 101 Home St.  Free admission.  A Scrabble 
group also meets in Grants Pass every Wednesday at 
1 pm at Home Sweet Home, 1038 6th Street.  Free.

TRANSPARENT SUPPORT GROUP
Second Tuesday of each month, from 6 pm to 7:30 
pm in Ashland.  We are parents, family members and 
allies of gender creative youth.  TransParent Support 
Group offers a safe and positive place to talk, share, 
discover, learn and support each other.  If you are a 
supportive ally of a child or youth who doesn’t fit into 
current gender binary norms, come and exchange 
wisdom and experiences.  You are not alone.  There is 
a wealth of support, information and safety for your 
amazing child!  Contact Emily Waymire at (Info@
MovementsOfTheSoul.org).  You will receive a short 
email with some questions to ensure that this is a 
good fit for your needs.  

TRANS TALK
Mondays at the QRC.  For more information, please 
contact qrc@sou.edu.  Stevenson Union, Southern 
Oregon University, 1250 Siskiyou Blvd., Ashland.

VETERANS FOR PEACE
First Wednesdays, 6:30 pm.  The Rogue Valley 
Veterans for Peace Chapter 156 meets on the first 
Wednesday of each month at a rotating location.  For 

further information or to arrange transportation to the 
meeting, call Jim Woods in Grants Pass at 541-956-
5287, or Ivend Holen in Medford at 541-779-5392.  

VINYL TRADE DAYS
Sunday, April 24, 2 pm.  Come to the first annual 
Vinyl Trade Days, hosted by Common Tiger.  “We’re 
organizing the Vinyl Trade gathering to encourage 
the people and culture of music that revolves around 
records, to bring together people who collect and 
dig for records, to encourage the culture of music 
in Grants Pass, Oregon.” - Common Tiger.  Rogue 
Roasters, 610 SW K St., Grants Pass.

Presentations 
BARRY KRAFT CELEBRATES 
SHAKESPEARE
Saturday, April 23, 7 pm.  For centuries, William 
Shakespeare has been an inspiration to poets.  He is, 
as his creation Falstaff claimed to be, “not only witty 
in myself, but the cause that wit is in other men.”  On 
the 400th anniversary of the day Shakespeare died, 
Barry Kraft will read his favorite poems inspired by 
the Bard: his plays, his characters, himself.  Free and 
open to the public.  Bloomsbury Books, 290 East Main 
Street, Ashland.

DOTY MEETS COYOTE
Monday, April 18, 7 pm.  Come to an author talk with 
Thomas Doty, author of Doty Meets Coyote.  It is a 
tapestry of traditional and original Native American 
stories from the American West, told by master 
storyteller, Thomas Doty.  It is Doty’s work as a 
storyteller to not only perpetuate the old-time myths 
with integrity but to add new stories to the collective 
basket of folklore, just as tellers before him have 
done for centuries.  Doty’s adventures with Coyote 
find them journeying into the rich native culture and 
traditions of Doty’s ancestors.  Bloomsbury Books, 
290 East Main Street, Ashland.  Free and open to the 
public.

EXPLORING THE OREGON COAST 
TRAIL
Thursday, April 21, 7 pm.  Join us for an informative 
presentation about hiking the Oregon Coast Trail.  
Connie Soper, author of ‘Exploring the Oregon Coast’, 
will take us on a tour of our beautiful Oregon Coast 
and highlight a few of the 40 consecutive day hikes 
along the Oregon Coast, starting at Fort Stevens State 
Park and ending in California.  ‘Exploring the Oregon 
Coast Trail’ is a new book that serves as a practical 
trail guide, describing how to navigate the day hikes 
along the Oregon Coast Trail.  For information, call 
the Northwest Nature Shop at 541-482-3241.  This 
event will be held at the GEOS Institute, formerly 
Headwaters, 84 4th St., Ashland, Oregon.  Free 
admission.

FACING MORTALITY: 
MEANINGFUL CONVERSATIONS & 
COMPASSIONATE CHOICES
Thursday, April 14, 2 - 3:30 pm & 7 - 8:30 pm.  Learn 
about Oregon’s Death With Dignity Law in this 
presentation and conversation about the history, 
facts, proponents of and alternatives,  presented by a 
panel of respected guest speakers including: Dr. Dirk 
Woods - Emergency Medicine Specialist at Rogue 
Regional Medical Center; Dr. Diana Spade - retired 
Anesthesiologist and volunteer Medical Director of 
Southern Oregon Compassionate Choices; Dr. William 
L. Toffler - Professor of Medicine of OHSU and 
National Director of Physicians for Compassionate 
Care.  Choosing Options, Honoring Options (COHO) 
is a coalition of individuals and organizations whose 
mission is to encourage advance care planning and 
meaningful conversations centered on personal 
choices for end-of-life care.  These free presentations 
are open to all.  Donations are gratefully appreciated.  
Smullin Health Education Center, 2825 East Barnett 
Road, Medford.

IN SCENE: COLUMBIA RIVER WATER 
SHADOWS
Tuesday, April 19, 5:30 pm.  In Scene participating 
artists, Anna Daedalus and Kerry Davis will present a 
lecture as part of the Earth Week events.  Columbia 
River Water Shadows, on view in the Schneider 
Museum of Art’s In Scene exhibition, features 
large-scale photograms made at ten sites along the 
Columbia River, from the Hanford Reach to its mouth 
on the Oregon Coast.  Reflecting on interdependence, 
this project alludes to such interrelated themes as 
migration, water politics, the Great Pacific garbage 
patch, and the atomic era.  Schneider Museum of Art, 
1250 Siskiyou Blvd., Ashland.

POETRY READING: TIMOTHY 
SHANER, KAREN MCPHERSON AND 
TIM WHITSEL
Thursday, April 14, 7 pm.  The luminous poems in 
Karen McPherson’s Skein of Light pull and gather 
toward horizons of reflection.  The personal and 
human are deftly threaded through a natural world 
made legible in flights of birds, bending grasses, rock 
striations.  Tim Shaner’s Picture X is a journey through 
the “poethics” of nature writing in a time marked by 
the catastrophes of war and impending environmental 
collapse.  Tim Whitsel (We Say Ourselves - 2012 
/ Wish Meal - October 2016) is passionate about 
western rivers, gardening, jazz, soccer, bicycling, wine 
and words.  Bloomsbury Books, 290 East Main Street, 
Ashland.  Free and open to the public.

POETRY READING: ZIGGY RENDLER-
BREGMAN & DENISE KESTER
Monday, April 25, 7 pm.  The Gate of Our Coming and 
Going is a beautiful, self-published collection of both 
poems and prints created by Ziggy Rendler-Bregman.  
She selected more than a dozen of her poems to be 
accompanied by a full color monoprint created and 
hand-pulled in her studio.  As both a poet and artist, 
Ziggy celebrates the way in which the language of 
the visual arts compliments the beauty of her poems.  
Many poems invite the reader to simply witness the 
beauty and complexity of each day.  Joining Ziggy is 
local artist and poet storyteller, Denise Kester, who 
will share a few of her Story Art works and writing.  
Bloomsbury Books, 290 East Main Street, Ashland.  
Free and open to the public.

ROGUE VALLEY OREGON POETRY 
ASSOCIATION
Thursday, April 21, 7 pm.  Enjoy poetry reading, 
featuring: Charlotte Abernathy, Beth Beurkens, Sara-
Lynne Simpson, Kathy Dunn, Kathleen Pyle, Marisa 
Petersen, Susan Clayton-Goldner, Sallie Ehrman, Dan 
Kaufman, Ines Diez, Liz Robinson, Jo Anna Shaw and 
Linda Barnes.  Poets will be reading their own work.  
Bloomsbury Books, 290 East Main Street, Ashland.  
Free and open to the public.

TAP HOUSE TALKS: ARE WE ALONE?
Thursday, April 21, 6:30 pm.  For centuries people 
have looked to the skies and wondered if we are alone 
in the universe.  In this talk, Len Eisenberg will share 
the evidence for and against the presence of life forms 
beyond earth, from simple bacteria-like forms to 
space-faring species like human beings.  Discussion 
will focus on how the results might inform policy 
decisions here on earth.  Len is a former international 
petroleum geologist who lives and works in Ashland, 
Oregon.  He led the effort to build the Briscoe Geology 
Park and the Climb Through Time geologic climbing 
wall at ScienceWorks.  His current research focuses 
on unusual flood deposits in the 200-million-year-
old Navajo Sandstone of central Utah.  21 and older.  
Caldera Tap House, 31 Water St., Ashland.

THE HOT SPRINGS TRAIL
Sunday, April 24, 5 to 6 pm.  Ashland author and 
professional long-distance hiker Aria Zoner will give 
a presentation about an adventure that he’s created, 
published, and is now about to embark on!  At this 
talk, he’ll introduce “the world’s longest therapeutic 
trail,” tell you what that means, and why he thinks 
this trail is important enough to be the next National 
Scenic Trail.  Also, hear its creation story and learn 
how Aria plans to walk its entire 2,370-mile length in 
just 1 go this year.  Gresham Room, Ashland Branch 
Library, 410 Siskiyou Boulevard.

THE PANAMA CANAL
Tuesday, April 19, 5 to 6 pm.  Come listen as Carol 
and Dan Nielson share their experiences of exploring 
along the Panama Canal.  In 1513, the Spanish explorer 
Vasco Núñez de Balboa crossed the Isthmus of 
Panama (that ‘thin’ slice of land connecting North 
America and South America) and sighted the Pacific 
Ocean.  From that point forward, the Spanish, and 
then the Dutch, French, British, and Americans 
would seek a path between the Atlantic and Pacific 
that would shorten the trip and avoid the dangers 
of going around Cape Horn (at the southern end 
of South America).  It would ultimately take nearly 
four centuries to accomplish the goal.  Learn more 
about this fascinating region from the Nielsons, world 

EVENTS

APRIL 22 - 24, MASTERWORKS 5 - THE ROGUE VALLEY SYMPHONY  WILL 
FEATURE ALEXANDER SCHIMPF ON PIANO



APRIL 14 - APRIL 28, 2016   /  THE ROGUE VALLEY MESSENGER  /  19 

travelers who live in Shady Cove, Oregon.  Shady Cove 
Branch Library, 22477 Hwy 62.

Sports & Outdoor
EARTH DAY CLEAN UP
Saturday, April 23, 9 am - 3 pm.  Join Adopt-a-
Botanical-Area coordinator Jeanine Moy to clean up 
Reeves Creek Area of Critical Environmental Concern.  
Please wear sturdy shoes, bring a lunch, and plenty of 
water.  Gloves and trash bags will be provided.  Call 
or email Jeanine Moy at 541-488-5789 or jeanine@
kswild.org for more information, directions, and to 
sign up.  Meet at 9 am at Coffee Heaven in Cave 
Junction.  kswild.org/get-involved/Events

EARTH DAY HIKE & HAPPY HOUR
Sunday, April 24, 2016, 12 - 3 pm.  Celebrate Earth 
Day, and get out to enjoy your public lands!  We’ll 
gather and hike a 2 mile loop with scenic views of the 
Rogue Valley, enjoying early spring wildflowers and 
birds.  Afterwards, we’ll mingle at the Greensprings 
Inn (private party) for happy hour and snacks.  
Hosted by KS Wild, Soda Mountain Wilderness 
Council, and The Greensprings Inn.  Supported by 
Bouldering Badger Media, Native Plant Society of 
Oregon, Siskiyou Chapter, Rogue Valley Audubon 
Society, and Friends of the Cascade Siskiyou National 
Monument.  Carpool from Ashland’s Shop ‘n Cart at 
12 pm.  Meet at Greensprings Loop Trailhead at 12:30 
pm.  3 - 5 pm Happy Hour at The Greensprings Inn.  
More information and RSVP at KSWild.org.  Contact: 
Jeanine@kswild.org.

GROUP MOUNTAIN BIKING
Cycle Analysis hosts a two hour Mountain Bike ride 
on the Britt Trails in Jacksonville or John’s Peak, 
which has 200 miles of trail.  Come enjoy good 
food, friends, and a great ride.  Everyone is welcome.  
Helmets mandatory at all times, lights in the winter.  
Wednesday nights at 6 pm.  Cycle Analysis, 535 N 
Fifth St., Jacksonville.  Free.

LOST CREEK TRAIL RUNS
Saturday, April 23, 2016.  50k at 8 am, 30k at 9 
am, 30k Relay, and 5k at 9:15 am, presented by 
Southern Oregon Runners.  Packet pickup & day of 
race registration from 7 - 8:30 am.  Where: Joseph 
H. Stewart state park day use area, Lost Creek Lake, 
Trail, Oregon.  Parking, and restrooms available at 
start/finish.  Campsites available at Joseph H. Stewart 
state campground.  The Edgewater Inn in Shady Cove, 
Oregon will be offering great discounted rates for 
runners at 15% off their entire stay (Call Toll Free 888-
811-3171).  Visit LCtrailRuns.com.  Stay around after 
the race for hot soup!

ROGUE VALLEY ROUGH STOCK 
RODEO
April 15 & 16, 2016.  Bring friends and family and join 
us for a night of thrilling rodeo action!  Rodeo starts 
at 7 pm.  Bareback Riding, Saddle Bronc Riding, Bull 
Riding, Women’s Speed Barrels, Special Performance 
by: Freedom Riders / McCaslin Rodeo Drill Team.  
$10 Admission, Kids 3 and younger Free. Tickets 
at Boot Barn, Medford, Cowboy Corral, Fields Ace 
Home Center, Wild River Pizza, Victoria Station, 
Merlin.  Contact Garrett at McCaslin for additional 
information 541-944-7408 or 541-944-0473.  The 
Josephine County Fairgrounds, 1451 Fairgrounds Road, 
Grants Pass, Oregon.  

SISKIYOU SPRINT TRIATHLON
Saturday, April 16, 2016, Registration open from 6:45 
- 7:45 am.  Adult Triathlon/Tri-Relay: 750yd swim, 
20km bike, 5k run.  Adult Duathlon/Du-Relay: 20km 
bike, 5k run.  Kid’s Tri/Tri-Relay: 250yd swim, 3.1m 
bike, 1 mile run.  Kid’s Du/Du-Relay: 3.1 m bike, 1 mile 
run.  Kids’ Tri solo and teams will start at 8 am at the 
Grants Pass YMCA pool, with waves kicking off every 
20 minutes.  Adult Tri solo/team will begin after the 
kids are out of the pool, around 8:30 am.  Duathlon 
and Solo/teams and the 5K run will begin around 8:45 
am, once Adult Tri racers are out of the pool.  Awards 
ceremony at 10:30 am.  Prices range from $15 - $55.  
Grants Pass Family YMCA, 1000 Redwood Ave., 
Grants Pass.  Visit SiskiyouSprintTRI.com for more 
information.

SOU DISC GOLF COURSE GRAND 
OPENING TOURNAMENT
Saturday, April 23, 9 am - 5 pm.  Open to all players 
at any skill level, this tournament will feature the 
newly built course on the SOU campus.  $10 entry 
fee.  Price of entry includes custom SOU Disc!  There 
will be prizes from the course sponsors, plus it’s tons 
of fun.  No divisions.  Everyone will be playing against 
everyone else.  First tee off will be at 9 am.  Players 
will be able to sign in throughout the day.  Last tee off 
at 3:30 pm.  Minimum group of 3 players per card. 
Keep your own score.  Play two rounds of 9 holes 
(total 18) for best score of the day.  If your think you 
can beat your score, pay another $10 and get another 

disc.  There will also be prizes for Closest to Pin throw 
of the day, last place, and we will set up a putting skills 
competition.  Award ceremony at 5 pm.  SOU Roca 
Arboretum (above Science Bldg), Southern Oregon 
University, 1250 Siskiyou Boulevard, Ashland, Oregon.

TOUR DE HIVES 
Saturday, April 23, 11 - 2 pm.  Celebrate Earth Day by 
getting up close and personal with some of our tiniest 
environmental heroes!  Sarah Red-Laird, Beerkeeper 
and director of the Bee Girl organization, will be giving 
a guided tour of live bee hives at SOU’s Center for 
Sustainability.  Take a look inside the secret life of 
bees: find the queen, see what “baby” bees eat, look 

at nectar before it becomes honey, and of course 
taste some fresh “liquid gold.”  These no-cost hive 
tours are at 11 am, 12 pm, and 1 pm, and are limited to 
10 people.  We have suits, veils, and gloves for both 
kids and adults.  You must register to participate:  
www.universe.com/tourdehives2016.  The tour will 
be about 30 minutes, and you will be provided with 
all of the protective equipment to keep you safe and 
comfortable.  More details and exact location of the 
hives will be given upon registration.

Stage
GREATER TUNA
Wed - Sat, April 20 - 23 at 7 pm, Matinee April 23 at 
2 pm.  Come take a trip down south to Texas’ THIRD 
smallest town, Tuna (where the population is small, 
but the personalities are BIG!).  Meet talk radio show 
hosts, Thurston and Arles, and a cast of ‘upstanding’ 
characters like puppy poisoning Pearl.  You’re in for 
plenty of laughs with this send-up of small town folks.  
Matthew Reynolds, Drama & Dance Director at Crater 
High School says, “This journey has really opened up 
these performers in ways that really has allowed them 
to bring some BIG characters to the stage!”  Tickets 
are $7 for Adults, $5 for Students & Seniors.  Greater 
Tuna is written by Jaston Williams, Joe Sears, and Ed 
Howard.  Crater Performing Arts Center, 655 North 
Third Street, Central Point.

INHERIT THE WIND
April 27 through May 29.  By Jerome Lawrence and 
Robert E. Lee.  While this Tony Award winning play 
debuted in 1955, its story is as relevant today as it 
was then.  One of the most outstanding dramas of 
our time, Inherit the Wind is a fictionalized account 
of the 1925 Scopes “Monkey” Trial.  The controversial 
subject of evolution versus creation causes two 
polar opposites to engage in one explosive battle of 
beliefs.  Attorney Henry Drummond faces off against 
fundamentalist leader Matthew Harrison Brady 
in a small Tennessee town where trial for teacher 
Bertram Cates has been brought to trial for teaching 
Darwinism.  Says Lawrence, “We used the teaching 
of evolution as a parable, a metaphor for any kind of 
mind control.  It’s not about science versus religion.  
It’s about the right to think.”  Camelot Theatre, 101 
Talent Ave., Talent, Oregon, United States of America, 
Earth.

OREGON SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL - 15 
South Pioneer St. Ashland
GREAT EXPECTATIONS:  Feb 20 - Oct 30 - Angus 
Bowmer Theatre.
HAMLET:  June 7 - Oct 14 - Allen Elizabethan Theatre.
RICHARD II:  July 5 - Oct 30 - Thomas Theatre.
ROE:  Apr 20 - Oct 29 - Angus Bowmer Theatre
THE RIVER BRIDE:  Feb 21 - July 7 - Angus Bowmer 
Theatre.
THE YEOMEN OF THE GUARD:  Feb 24 - Oct 30 - 
Thomas Theatre.
THE WINTER’S TALE:  June 9 - Oct 16 - Allen 
Elizabethan Theatre.
THE WIZ:  June 8 - Oct 15 - Allen Elizabethan Theatre.
TIMON OF ATHENS:  July 28 - Oct 29 - Angus 
Bowmer Theatre.

TWELFTH NIGHT:  Feb 19 - Oct 30 - Angus Bowmer 
Theatre.
VIETGONE:  Mar 30 - Oct 30 - Thomas Theatre.  
Watch for Festival Noon events in Carpenter Hall, 44 
South Pioneer Street, downtown Ashland.  These are 
noon-time lectures, discussions, demonstrations and 
workshops led by OSF actors and directors, scholars 
and theatre artists from around the country!   Festival 
Noon tickets are $12 for adults, $10 for members and 
$8 for youths ages 6 to 17.  Next Festival Noon Events: 
Saturday, April 16, Noon - Preface Plus: Vietgone, a 
45 minute in-depth introduction on Qui Nguyen’s 
‘Vietgone’ in preparation for the performance.  
Saturday, April 23, Noon - PARTY: “Death Becomes 

Him: Celebrating Shakespeare’s Legacy.”  A 
celebration with cake, games and a discussion of the 
Bard’s legacy and relevance in the 21st century, hosted 
by Lydia G. Garcia (Resident Dramaturg) and Dawn 
Monique Williams (Artistic Associate).  

RING OF FIRE - THE MUSIC OF 
JOHNNY CASH
February 11 through April 17, various times.  Hear 
more than two dozen hits, including “I Walk The Line,” 
“A Boy Named Sue,” “Folsom Prison Blues,” and the 
title tune - performed by a multi-talented cast, which 
paints a musical portrait of The Man in Black that 
promises to be a foot-stompin’, crowd pleasin’ salute 
to the unique American legend.  Ring of Fire has no 
nudity, profanity, or any strong adult content.  Songs 
like Folsom Prison Blues contain adult lyrics and 
references to violence and drugs.  Were it a movie, it 
would likely be rated PG.  $21-$35. Oregon Cabaret 
Theatre at 241 Hargadine St. in Ashland.  Box office: 
541-488-2902.

SWEET CHARITY
March 16 - April 17.  This Tony winning musical is a 
tender, poignant and consistently funny look at the 
adventures, or rather the misadventures, in the ways 
of love encountered by the gullible and guileless lady 
Charity Hope Valentine.  Charity is a dance hostess 
who always gives her heart and dreams to the wrong 
men and sings, dances, laughs and cries her way 
through her romances in the world of Times Square.  
From her cynical trio of girlfriends at the dance hall, to 
the phony evangelist, the Coney Island “fun people,’ 
and the YMHA “self-improvers,” every character has 
a particular talent for looking at the truly amusing 
side of life.  Musical numbers include Big Spender, If 
My Friends Could See Me Now and There’s Gotta Be 
Something Better Than This.  Camelot Theatre, 101 
Talent Ave., Talent. 

Wellness
ACROYOGA AT ROGUE ROCK GYM
Fridays, from 10:30 am - 12 pm.  A playful and 
invigorating partner acrobatics class is the best way 
to start your day and weekend!  Join Liz and Emily, 
experienced acroyogis who love sharing this practice 
and building the acro community.  Make friends, build 
strength and learn a fun and dynamic movement 
practice built on trust, communication, and creativity!  
$10 drop-in rate.  Rogue Rock Gym, 3001 Samike 
Drive in Medford.

ACRO YOGA
Tuesdays, 7:30 - 9 pm.  Acro Yoga, with Jamie Cooper 
and Jacob Wood, is a form of partner work that 
combines yoga and acrobatics.  In each class you will 
learn the foundational work and basic poses for a fun 
and safe experience.  No previous acro experience is 
required.  Come alone or bring a friend, and be ready 
to have fun and challenge yourself.  Rasa provides 
thick gymnastic mats for safety.  Drop-in price: $12.  
Rasa Yoga, 217 4th Street in Ashland.

EARTHY MIRTH WITH MICHELLE 
KEIP

Unleash your playful body, Unwind your open mind, 
Uncover your happy heart.  Come delight in the yin-
yang interplay of form and flow.  With Earthy Mirth, 
joyful practices guide our attention as we follow what 
is coming to life in our movement, the group body, the 
space and the moment.  Central to Somatics practice, 
we cultivate curiosity while concentrating on bodily 
sensation.  As we stay with our felt experience, the 
gifts of spontaneous insight arise.  We expand our 
explorations with sound, art, sharing and dedication 
to the benefit of all.  Starts April 4, Mondays 10-11 am, 
on-going, drop-in, sliding scale donation $5-$20 at 
Merging Rivers Zen Center, 243 “J” St., Grants Pass.  
Also Tuesdays, April 19 & 26, 11am-Noon, $5, Intro. 
Classes at the Williams Grange, 20100 Williams Hwy. 
Contact Michelle Keip at 541-244-1885 or michelle@
wellspringai.com.  

FILIPINO MARTIAL ARTS
Fridays, 3:30 - 5 pm:  Intro to Eskrima-Kali-Arnis.  
5 - 6:30 pm: Yellow Belt & above in E-K-A.  You will 
learn many techniques, forms, drills and concepts 
from our curriculum in a safe, encouraging community 
of martial artists.  Our classes focus on Single Stick, 
Double Stick, Eskrido, Sword & Dagger, Kickboxing, 
Paddled Stick Sparring, Flexibility & Relaxation.  $15 
Drop-in or $12 with 10 class punch card.  Private 
lessons available.  920-286-2759.  Ashland Karate 
Academy, 644 Tolman Creek Rd. in Ashland.

GUIDED MEDITATION FOR 
BEGINNERS
1st Sunday of every month.  Sessions led by Lama 
Chonam & Sangye Khandro.  The monthly guided 
meditations involve instruction on the nine-round 
breathing purification, how to sit in the correct 
posture, and how to meditate.  An outline explaining 
the nine stages of Shamatha meditation, Vipassana 
techniques, and resting in the mind’s nature (rigpa) 
will be provided.  There will also be time for questions 
and answers.  This event is free of charge.  Donations 
to the center or teachers are always welcome.  Tashi 
Choling Center for Buddhist Studies, 2001 Colestin 
Rd., Ashland.

KABBALAH MEDITATION
Thursdays, April 14 & 21 and May 5, 19 & 26, from 5 
to 6 pm.  Rabbi David Zaslow presents a 16th century 
method of meditation created by Rabbi Issac Luria 
in the city of Tsfat in Israel.  Based on the 10 s’firot 
(chakras), the body’s energy centers, participants 
will learn to calm their emotions, leading to more 
balanced daily lives.  Learn to draw down archangels 
such as Michael and Gabriel, increase balance in your 
flow of energy, increase joy, and attend to the needs of 
the soul, plus more!  In addition, this practice sharpens 
memory and increases intellectual flexibility.  $72 for 
non-members, $36 for members for five sessions, 
includes all handouts.  $18 for participants who’ve 
taken the class before.  www.havurahshirhadash.org 
or call 541-488-7716.  The Havurah Synagogue, 185 
North Mountain Avenue, Ashland.

KUNDALINI YOGA AND MEDITATION
Mondays, 5 - 6:30 pm.  Join Lindsey Roby for a 
unique, stress-relieving experience.  For everyone.  
All levels welcome.  The Haven, 1970 Ashland St., 
Ashland.  $10.

OUTDOOR MOVEMENT CLASS
Thursdays, 9 am - With Alissa Rae Hill, rain or shine.  
Awareness meets movement.  Find your balance 
between relaxation and stress.  Small group.  Deep 
journey.  Real practice.  Heart conditioning, functional 
anatomy, whole body dynamic strengthening and 
stretching, beautiful fresh air and scenery!  Space is 
limited, registration strongly suggested.  Location may 
change weekly.  Please visit www.alissarae.com or call 
541-292-4998 for location.

RADHAKRISHNA HOLISTIC YOGA
Ashland Karate Academy, 644 Tolman Creek Rd., 
Ashland 920-286-2759 (limited class sizes).
Saturdays & Sundays at Noon (Gentle), 1:30 pm 
(Intermediate), & 3 pm (for Yoga teachers).  Classical 
Raja Yoga from Sivananda Yoga Vendanta Ashrams 
International, now in Ashland.  OM Shanti!

SACRED SOUND
Saturday, April 16, from 4 to 6 pm.  Sacred Sound with 
Michael Nisley.  Michael is a Sound Consciousness 
Practitioner, using light language with a vast array of 
hand-crafted instruments from all over the globe.  He 
works in a living shamanic way to empower people to 
enter deeper, more expanded states of consciousness.  
Michael creates conscious, living voyages those 
musical landscape transports participants to 
other worlds.  Love donation gratefully accepted.  
Paramatman Dharma Ashram, 12800 Dead Indian 
Memorial Road, Ashland, Oregon. 

Find more happenings at  
RogueValleyMessenger.com/Events.

EVENTS

THIRD THURSDAYS ARE SPECIAL AT HISTORIC HANLEY FARM - FIND  OUT 
WHY!  IMAGE IS OF POTATOES SPROUTING IN THE NO-TILL GARDEN



20  /  WWW.ROGUEVALLEYMESSENGER.COM

North Carolina based metal group Demon Eye produces a sound that harkens back to a simpler time, a time before 
blast beats and double drop C tunings, a time when hardcore still meant the occasional use of cowbell.  And Demon 
Eye will be bringing their riff heavy take on classic metal to The Haul tapwalk and diner in Grants Pass on Sat.,  
April 16.

 Demon Eye’s old school approach to the Metal genre developed organically via a shared upbringing.
“Basically it’s was what we all grew up on,” says guitarist and singer Erik Sugg. “We saw a lot of interesting transi-

tions in music, being born around a time when classic rock was still a big thing. The first thing we were exposed to was 
Kiss, we saw the rise of ‘80s metal and got to see the strange and over the top fashions that were popular thoughout 
that decade. Into the ‘90s when metal was sort of passé then had this come back in a lot of ways.”

Sugg and his cohorts formed Demon Eye after performing together in the ‘70s rock cover band Corvette Summer, 
named for the tragically unsuccessful Mark Hamill vehicle. For Sugg, the next logical step was developing music in-
formed by his passion for vintage sound.

“Eventually I just wanted to write music like all this great throwback stuff I was hearing,” he says. “We were all 
huge Sabbath fans I also liked a lot of heavy psych music from the late ‘60s. If it sounds derivative to people so be it, 
we’re just trying to write good music.”

The resulting retro-styled doom metal quickly gained attention on a global scale. “We got a good recording, about 
five songs, and put it up on the internet. Just a Facebook ad and Bandcamp. It was just a week later and I was getting 
interview request from Lithuanian metal magazines and people trying to contact us from all around the world that’s 
right around when the invite from Soulseller Records came around as well.”

Since signing to the Netherlands-based record label, Demon Eye has released two full length albums and is cur-
rently touring in support of their latest release “Tempora Infernalia.” Already, this promises to be an exciting run for 
Demon Eye as they will be making their rounds on the west coast for the first time and finishing out the tour with an 
appearance at Maryland Doomfest.

DEMON EYE
9 pm, Sat., April 16

The Haul, Grants Pass

Leo Miller’s ‘Too 
Stagnant’ Moves 
Beyond Open Mic
BY JOSH GROSS 

Funky acoustic guitar players are a dime a 
dozen. What’s a little rarer is doing it well, mov-
ing from the act at open mic you politely endure 
to a performance that stands on its own. It’s the 
latter you hear on Ashland-based Leo Miller’s 
new EP, “Too Stagnant.”

The collection has six songs in the blues/
lounge vein with lightly funky backbeats and 
percussive barrages of vocals in Miller’s soulful 
croon. You can hear elements of Jack Johnson 
and Jamaraquoi in the funky tracks and hints 
of reggae in his lyrical style.

The EP’s opening, “Breath of the Earth,” is a 
dreamy beat based around a series of harmonic 
loops. It is an intrigueing riff, but it doesn’t car-
ry the whole song.

The second track is where the EP really kicks 
off, with “Hard Times,” a funky number that 
could probably pass for a Johnny Lang tune.

The 3rd cut is a lower-fi track, with a lagging 
beat. Those two elements give it more of a clas-
sic soul vibe. That is highlighted by the song’s 
backbone being a simple shuffle back and forth 
between two chords. Its songiness comes from 
the constantly evolving melody and rhythmic 
accents on the vocals, as well as the flourishes 
of phased guitar. Together that keeps the song 
moving.

The fourth tune, “Something Nice,” is a boo-
ty-shaker, with a swung beat and a buzzy low 
end. Miller’s fuzzy solo rocks and the backbeart 
rolls. It’s a nice combo.

The final tune, “Just Do Something,” leans 
deeper into hip hop, with a jazzy riff beneath 
rapped lyrics. It flows and it funks, but its hook 
could be a hookier.

Looking back at the “Too Stagnant” EP in to-
tality, I want it to have horns or piano, a little 
something extra. It works as it is, but could pop 
so much more. It stands apart from the legions 
of folks trodding similar ground with good tim-
ing and songcraft, but doesn’t quite stick in your 
head the way great soul tunes can, relegating it 
music that works a little better for background 
vibe than as a single.

Leo Miller’s “Too Stagnanti” is available for 
download on Bandcamp.

SOUND
Rogue Sounds

 DEMON EYE, GIVING THE CAMERA THE DEMON EYE

Vintage Metal
Demon Eye’s Views the Classic Sound Through a 
Contemporary Lens
BY TYRELL TRIMBLE
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Electronic and folk music are about as antithetical 
as it gets. One is electric; the other is acoustic. One is a 
traditional form of storytelling that passes on oral histo-
ries. The other is often instrumental and more focused 
on dancing. One is loud. The other is soft. So it makes 
sense that T-Nile, who will play at Club 66 in Ashland 
on Sat., April 16, never really deliberately set out to blend 
the two.

“I make music that moves me and then try to figure out 
what to label it,” she says. “Growing up with parents who 
played blues, jazz, cajun, appalachian, reggae and celtic 
grounded me in roots, and later in my teens my friends 
turned me on to scandinavian pop and german techno.”

And her parents were an influence beyond just 
their record collection. T-Nile says they were her first  
music teachers.

“We had a huge collection of instruments of various 

forms lying around the house, and often after dinner 
we’d all jam together,” she says. “When I was 6, I started 
traveling with my parents and then later, just with my 
father as he toured up and down the west coast as far as 
San Diego, playing in all the major cities.”

That experience touring with her father’s one-man 
band showed that anything was possible, even blending 
banjos and synths, or dressing up plinky folk song struc-
tures with spacey reverbs and dance drums, like on her 
most recent album “Tingle and Spark.” It’s not totally 
without precedent. Folk hip-hop artists Appalachia Ris-
ing have made similar experiments, as have mega-stars 
Mumford and Sons. And one could argue that sam-
pling (a tradition of electronic music) isn’t a total phil-
osophical departure from the folk tradition of recycling  
melodies.

But T-Nile doesn’t really think of her writing process 
in such etymological terms.

“When I write, I’m looking for answers, for relief from 
some kind of anxiety, confusion or an internal question 
that my conscious mind can’t answer,” she says.

And what causes more anxiety than two seeming-
ly irreconcilable concepts? Say, like folk and electronic 
peacefully co-existing?

“I basically write songs out of necessity,” says T-Nile. 
“If I didn’t have that creative outlet I’d probably be in all 
kinds of trouble.”

T-NILE
8 pm, Sat., April 16

Club 66, 1951 Ashland St., Ashland
$5

SOUND
Rogue Sounds

NILE DOESN’T SING “OOHS,” JUST “AHHHS.” PHOTO BY REBECCA BLISSET

Peacemaker
T-Nile Reconciles the Bloodfeud Between Two Warring Genres
BY JOSH GROSS
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A Taste of Ashland sounds a bit like Disneyland for food connoisseury adults and 
wine lovers. Ticket holders follow a trail of decadent eats and drinks through 17 of Ash-
land’s art galleries. And, at each gallery, there’s a different regional wine to try—one 
that has been paired with food from one of 23 local, participating restaurants. 

While all galleries involved are in walking distance from each other, another option 
is spending the day in (lazy) style on a trolley. AllAboard Trolley is offering a free shut-
tle service. So unleash the inner sommelier your friends all fear, and don’t shy away 
from food coma potential; a ride awaits you the entire afternoon. 

The gallery trail extends through most of Siskiyou Blvd. and some of the Railroad 
district, with six trolley stops along the way. Restaurants and wineries include Eden-
Vale, Beasey’s On the Creek, Grizzly Peak Winery, Eleven, Larks Home Kitchen Cui-
sine, Smithfields Restaurant and Bar, Platt Anderson Cellars, and DeVitt Winery, to 
name just a few.  

Event organizer, Jeffery Jones, emphasizes the rare opportunity to experience and 
enjoy some of the regions best food, wine, and art in one setting. Ashland restaurants 
are innovating delicious dishes, and local vineyards are making big names for them-
selves in the wine world. What puts this Taste of Ashland in a different category than 
any other tasting event, Jones says, is “each winery and restaurant are painstakingly 
matched and work together to create unique pairings.” And, the event is a once a year 
chance to “experience artwork from wonderful galleries that represent hundreds of 
local, regional, and international artists.”

At this year’s Taste of Ashland, a pop-up art show, hosted by Southern Oregon Uni-
versity’s Thorndike Gallery, will display art from 15 Gallery Association artists. This 
is the first time that the huge, light-filled gallery will be utilized to display art during 
the event. 

A Taste of Ashland has a 27 year history as an event, and Ashland Gallery Associa-
tion has being the organizing force behind all. Previous event goers might have AGA 
to thank for finding the perfect Rogue Valley Merlot or a go-to date night entrée from 
a local restaurant. Good food, fine wine, and thought-provoking art certainly bring 
a community together. But the work of AGA doesn’t end with this event alone. First 
Friday art walks, increasingly popular monthly events, are put on by AGA. And, “Gal-
lery Guides,” with maps, pictures, and gallery descriptions are printed by AGA and are 
available at any AGA gallery. The Association unites over thirty local galleries with 
dozens of artists. They provide not only a venue for terrific artists to show their work, 
but bring innovation and inspiration to the Ashland community. 

Locals may recognize some of the wineries, restaurants or artists contributing their 
crafts to the event. However, out-of-towners have plenty to explore and appreciate as 
well. A Taste of Ashland is “the ultimate Ashland experience,” says AGA’s Board Pres-
ident, Sarah Burns. Tasters can take the afternoon to stroll the town in style, amongst 
sipping, sampling and art ogling—and still, Jones adds, “have time to relax and attend 
an Oregon Shakespeare Festival performance in the evening.”   

A TASTE OF ASHLAND
Noon – 4 pm, Sat. and Sun., April 23 and 24

Various locations, Ashland
$65 for both days, $55 for Sat., $45 for Sun. 

FOOD & Drink
Gourmet On Display by Trolley, Foot, or Bike
Sample Ashland’s Best Eats and Drinks at A Taste of Ashland
BY ELISE HERRON

TROLLEY THROUGH TOWN WITH WINE IN HAND AT A TASTE OF ASHLAND. PHOTO BY STEVEN ADDINGTON
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Little Rogue Valley Woody: A Beer 
Festival As Geeky As A Whiskey-
Soaked D&D Conference 
BY MAC GRAHAM

With nearly 30 breweries, Bend boasts the highest per-capita beer produc-
ers in the west. But with more beer than its residents can drink, of course, ex-
porting out of the Central Oregon region is essential—and festivals like “Little 
Woody” are some of the best showboats for what Bend is producing (as well 
including plenty of other breweries in the Pacific Northwest). 

For the second year, the Little Woody is hosting a weekend festival in Med-
ford, with its particular theme of small-batch beers “aged in wood barrels.” All 
told, at last count, 25 breweries, cideries and distilleries will be represented. 

The event promises such vast diversity and complexity of ingredients, styles 
and flavors, you may want to bring a pen and pad or some other brand of re-
cording media, just to keep track. Or, wing it, wallow in the sensory amazement 
bound to overwhelm.  

Bend’s Deschutes Brewery leads with The Descendant, a second-generation 
sour embellished with farmhouse flavors of brettanomyces yeast, a mountain 
of blackberries, and a long nap in oak barrels. New Belgium of Fort Collins, 
Colorado, ups the ante with Transatlantic Kriek (cherry lambic), whose intense 
cherry nose precedes a tart-sweet flush of crisp effervescence, and a Blackberry 
Barleywine, a “Lips of Faith” release; strong and wintery as the perennial snows 
of the high Rockies. 

A brief smattering of smaller and more local venues include: Fremont Brew-
ing of Seattle brings two vastly different beers; Sisters Imperial Ale (dedicat-
ed to sisters everywhere—a little bitter, a little sweet), and deceptively sim-
ple-sounding Summer Ale, one grain, one hop, tangerine flowers in a glass. The 
increasingly popular Fort George Brewery from Astoria, Oregon has Anni Are 
You Oak Aged?, a Whiskey barrel aged behemoth, with four malts (one cher-
ry-wood smoked) and a pair of hearty hops, for a time and wood enhanced 
toasty spice; and, Silver Moon Brewery (from Bend) has One-eyed Elf, a brown 
porter aged in spiced Rum barrels and Bourbon Barrel Aged Dark Tranquility 
Imperial Stout, whose lengthy title says it all. 

Come early for best selection, and stay late for maximum indulgence. Desig-
nated drivers recommended—and admitted at reduced price!

5 – 10 pm, Friday, April 22 – Saturday, April 23.  
Harry David Field, 2929 S. Pacific Hwy, Medford. $5+.

Drink Local

WHAT:  Dogs for the Deaf is proud to bring awareness to our mission by hosting the 
25th anniversary of our fundraising Dog Walk. It is our largest local fundraising  

event and draws hundreds of Southern Oregon’s most devoted dog lovers and supporters

DATE:  Saturday, May 14, 2016    |    TIME:  9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

LOCATION:  Jacksonville Elementary School
655 Hueners Lane, Jacksonville, OR 97530

ABOUT DOGS FOR THE DEAF:  Dogs for the Deaf was founded in 1977 by the late 
Roy G. Kabat, a long-time Hollywood and circus animal trainer who trained animals 
for motion pictures and television shows including “Dr. Doolittle” and “Born Free.” 
His daughter, Robin Dickson, was his successor and ran Dogs for the Deaf until her 

retirement in 2013. Blake Matray, a retired United States Air Force Lieutenant Colonel, is 
the current President and CEO of Dogs for the Deaf.

CONTACT:
Amber Houchen, Event Coordinator

(541) 826-9220, Ext. 326 or Amber@DogsForTheDeaf.org

SAVE THE DATE

SUNDAY, MAY 1st, 9:00AM - 3:00PM
at DANCIN VINEYARDS in 
Beautiful Jacksonville, Oregon

As the earth springs back to light and 
fullness, so shall we. Join us as we 
renew our energy and restore our 
balance through morning and late 
afternoon yoga, transformational 
workshops, gourmet food, and local 
wine.  
 
$109 Early Bird - Registered by 4/16
$116 Regular - Registered by 4/23

Includes gourmet lunch and 
a glass of wine.

Learn more and register on-line at
www.evolutionary-consulting.com, or 
tiffany@evolutionary-consulting.com, 
or by calling (541)778-1354

www.evolutionary-consulting.com 
www.lorigrableyoga.com

A one day Yoga and
Transformation Retreat

renew
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$116 Regular - Registered by 4/23

Includes gourmet lunch and 
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tiffany@evolutionary-consulting.com, 
or by calling (541)778-1354
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SUNDAY, MAY 1st, 9:00AM - 3:00PM
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Beautiful Jacksonville, Oregon

As the earth springs back to light and 
fullness, so shall we. Join us as we 
renew our energy and restore our 
balance through morning and late 
afternoon yoga, transformational 
workshops, gourmet food, and local 
wine.  
 
$109 Early Bird - Registered by 4/16
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A one day Yoga and
Transformation Retreat

renew

As the earth springs back to light and fullness, so shall we. Join us 
as we renew our energy and restore our balance through morning 
and late afternoon yoga, transformational workshops, gourmet 
food and local wine.

Learn more and register on-line atevolutionary-consulting.com, or 
tiffany@evolutionary-consulting.com or by calling (541)778-1354

SUNDAY, MAY 1st, 9:00AM - 3:00PM at  
DANCIN VINEYARDS in Beautiful Jacksonville, Oregon

$109 Early Bird - Registered by 4/16
$116 Regular - Registered by 4/23

includes gourmet lunch and a glass of wine.

www.evolutionary-consulting.com
www.lorigrableyoga.com

Come play!  IT’S IMPORTANT.
ALL LEVELS ACROYOGA CLASSES

$10 drop-in rate  |  No experience or partner necessary. 

Every Friday
10:30AM - 12PM 

At
Rogue Rock Gym
3001 Samike Drive

Medford
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Art Watch

CULTURE

Oh! Spring! You make me want to sing. Yes, it is that 
time of year: Birds sing and dance and build nests, as the 
leaves unfurl around them. The air warms, sweet with 
flowers calling for the bees. Salmon stretch their sea legs 
over crisp streams. Rain falls, giving way to rainbows. 
All around us, the verdant ghosts of winter’s passing rise 
from their gentle tombs and fill the world’s coffers with 
wonder and possibility, hope—and humans, being the 
sort of caretakers we are, at our best, feel compelled to 
match nature’s show with a tune. It’s a soulful response, 
a celebration of joy.

Whatever your reason, our region is blessed with a 
number of wonderful choral offerings sure to quench 
your thirst for song: Rogue Valley Chorale, Southern Or-
egon Repertory Singers, Siskiyou Singers, and the Rogue 
Valley Peace Choir.

Rob Griswell-Lowry, director of the Rogue Valley 
Peace Choir, sat down with the Messenger to talk about 
the Spring concert season.

RVM: What do you think it is about Spring concerts 
that makes it such a strong tradition? 

RG-L: The spring concert, for us, is the culmination of 

the whole year of learning and fine tuning. So for us, it’s 
the big be-all and end-all.

RVM: What songs can one expect to hear at your  
concerts? 

RG-L: Our music is chosen by a committee of choir 
members each year, and they search diligently for songs 
that are both fun to listen to and to perform and reflect 
our mission. We have one song from the African tradi-
tion, songs from gospel tradition, a song from a Sond-
heim musical, and we have songs from well-known and 
touring social justice musicians. We also have one song 
from Despicable Me called “Happy.” We’ve got one from 
Motown, “Yes We Can Can.” And we’re doing an Indian 
raja song ,“Mangalam,” made famous by Ravi Shankar. 
And we’ll have a tabla player with that.

RVM: Your choir’s message is peace. How do you go 
about promoting that?

RG-L: Through the music. All the songs are picked 
for lyrics to promote peace and social justice. One of the 
songs we’re doing is about Harriet Tubman, a woman 
who made thirteen trips to the South and brought back 

slaves to promote freedom. For me, choral music, when 
it’s used to deliver a message like this, it gets in under the 
radar of regular speech. It gets in through a different, 
and maybe a deeper, opening in our hearts because of 
the music combined with the message; and for me, that’s 
what makes this choir so special.

RVM: What would you say to people who haven’t been 
to a Spring concert?

RG-L: Prepare to be moved.   

A FEW UPCOMING EVENTS TO TRY OUT YOUR VOCAL 
CHORDS, OR JUST SITS BACK AND LISTEN: 

Rogue Valley Peace Choir celebrates Earth Day at Science-
Works Museum in Ashland, as part of the Rogue Valley Earth 

Day Celebration. Saturday, April 23. Free.
Siskiyou Singers perform “Out of the Shadows: Shedding 

Light on Women Composers.” 7:30 pm, Saturday, May 7, 3 
pm Sunday, May 8. SOU Recital Hall. $5-15.

The Rogue Valley Chorale Association’s Youth Chorus  
singers sing welcome songs of Spring. Saturday, May 14. 

Medford High School Auditorium. $10 adults, $5 students, 
and $25 for families. 

The Rogue Valley Chorale Festival of Church Choirs concert; 
join artistic director Laurie Anne Hunter in her third year as 

director of the Chorale. 3 pm & 7 pm, Sunday, May 15. Collier 
Center for the Performing Arts on the Craterian  

Stage, Medford. 

The Southern Oregon Repertory Singers will perform Haydn’s 
“Creation” with members of the Rogue Valley Symphony in 
the orchestra. Help soloists Elissa Johnston, Brian Thorsett, 
and Christopher Nomura, celebrate their 30th year anniver-

sary with the epic swell of Haydn’s masterwork. 7:30 pm, 
Saturday, May 21, 3 pm Sunday, May 22. Details at  

RepSingers.org. $32-38.

Rogue Valley Peace Choir will hold their Spring Concerts in 
Medford and Ashland. Friday, May 20 & Sunday, May 22. 

Details at RogueValleyPeaceChoir.org. Free.

Singing in Spring
Local Choirs Welcome the Season
BY REYNARD SEIFERT

If you tuned in last time, you know this column, Art 
Watch, zoomed in on Laura Heit. What you might not 
know is that Heit’s work is just one of a collection of 
pieces on display at the Schneider Museum of Art. This 
group exhibition features eight artists working in var-
ied disciplines with a common theme: “to explore the 
state of the natural world in modern times,” according 
to the Schneider Museum of Art’s introduction.

In addition to Laura Heit’s “Two Ways Down,” an in-
stallation which uses sculpture, light and projection to 
tell a story, there is a diverse array of work. Entering 
the museum, you will meet Portland-based collabora-
tive team Anna Daedalus and Kerry Davis’s “Columbia 
River Water Shadows.” This series of large-scale picto-
grams explore the “one element that connects us all,” 
according to their artist statement. 

In the next room, beside Heit’s installation, is the 
work of Adam Bateman and Rashawn Griffin. These 
internationally-exhibited artists recently extended 
their collaboration to a group of SOU students and fac-
ulty last week, talking the group through Griffin’s “To 

Bring Love/Terrible Things,” which includes a fabric 
wall construction and a multimedia presentation as 
well as Bateman’s Platform for Viewing, a rough-cut 
lumber structure that viewers can climb. Both artists 
shared with the group that writing is part of their stu-
dio process. In Griffin’s case especially, the displayed 
artist statement gives insight into the “trash man” de-
picted in his video: “I do not know if he is very good at 
this work, but he is doing the best he can do.”

SOU EMDA Professor Robert Arellano, whose art-
ist’s narrative-writing class attended this talk, de-
scribed the collaborative exploration of this work: 
“Students asked Rashawn how his work statement, a 
brief creative prose piece, related to the video. He said 
that for some time he had this original video footage—
of a figure “at work” in a “suit,” at once haunting and 
humorous—for some time, and only recently did he re-
alize how he wanted to edit and prepare it for gallery 
exhibition. This context from the artist was especially 
illuminating.”

Beyond that room is a series of pieces from MK 

Guth, a grant recipient for the Schneider Museum of 
Art’s Artist Residency program. “Human sociability, 
interactivity, and research are at the core of my art,” 
states Guth, whose still life installations have a haunt-
ing domesticity to them. “Table for Twelve” is just that: 
a huge table with twelve chairs and a stack of books, 
which viewers are encouraged to sit down and explore.

In the final room is “We Build Excitement,” a video 
installation from Jesse Sugarmann which, he states, 
“engages this humanity of the automobile” through 
a practice which is “interdisciplinary, anchored in 
sculpture, photography, video, and performance.”

One additional piece is viewable beside the mu-
seum: University of Oregon artist Tannaz Far-
si’s “Territory,” a garden-installation piece which 
is part of the Southern Oregon Site Project and 
will grow indefinitely as part of SOU’s landscape. 
Docent-led tours are available every Tuesday at noon. 
In Scene is open for viewing, Monday through Satur-
day from 10 am - 4 pm.

Beyond the Screen
In Scene Explores Nature, Collaboration & Modern Life

By J.J. Rowan
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CULTURE

“In an episode of The Simpsons where the family visits the 
zoo and finds the animals to be just laying around, Homer de-
scribes his boredom to Lisa thusly: “I’ve seen plays that were 
more exciting than this. Honest to God…plays!”

Growing up in Ashland, that was how I too felt about  
the theater.

Starting in the first grade, we’d be sent on a forced march 
to OSF to see age-appropriate shows like “Hamlet” or “Death 
of a Salesman,” and then spend an entire day of class being 
lectured about the human condition, and how these ancient, 
soporific performances that made “Leave it to Beaver” look 
futuristic and multicultural were about our lives. It was so 
boring that in the sixth grade I literally (no joke) knelt in front 
of a speeding car to get out of going.

It took until I was in my mid-20s to recover from the hatred 
of the theater seeded by those experiences.

If I’d had the option a show like “Vietgone,” which just 
opened at OSF before then, maybe that wouldn’t have been 
the case.

The show by self-proclaimed geek playwright Qui Nguy-
en is relentlessly modern, with video projections, ninja fight 
sequences, hip hop musical numbers, and colloquialisms by 
the shizzle-load, all used to tell an immigrant story like none 
you’ve ever seen, one based off of Nguyen’s parents, who met 
in an American refugee camp after fleeing the fall of Saigon. 
It is hip, edgy, brimming with humor and rage, and has the 

potential to entirely change the way you feel about one of the 
most divisive events in American history.

This show is completely thrilling, and total opposite of a 
day spent culturally antiquing. Though in a twist of irony, the 
audience, not the show, was a collection of dusty old relics. The 
average age was about 200, which explains some of the upset-
ting, often racist comments, they offered at intermission.

“I can’t believe the playwright had to resort to rap,” said 
one incredibly chatty douchebag who happened to be seated 
right behind me. “It’s like he’s 23 or something.” Oh. The 
horror. The horror. Guess Blink 182 was right. Nobody likes 
you when you’re 23. Except that the playwright is 40. And 
without argument the most important thing happening in the-
ater right now is the Broadway smash “Hamilton,” which is 
basically a rap opera. And in this reporter’s experience that 
sort of opposition to rap tends to run along racial lines.

That grousing was an incredible shame. Not only because 
the rap elements of “Vietgone” were totally appropriate di-
gressions that added a powerfully emotional element to the 
performance, but because the primary gripe I overheard ran 
along similar lines, and was one of the show’s most import-
ant elements: The asian characters speak flawless, slang-lad-
en english, while the American characters dialog is mangled, 
jingo-istic gibberish.

“Hamburger, freedom, monster truck,” as they’d say.
It is explained at the top of the show that the device is be-

cause that’s what the world sounds like to immigrants. They 
speak amongst themselves and struggle to understand the 
native tongue. It’s a powerful reframing device that flips the 
script for white audiences, putting them in the shoes of the 
other, a perspective American culture is really struggling 
with right now. But an audience trained on being pandered 
to instead of challenged didn’t appear to jive with it. At least 
three folks I overheard called it a weak gimmick, not grasp-
ing that was what the show was really about: Being forced 
out of your home, your comfort zone, into an uncooperative, 
often-hostile world, and having to make the best of it. The 
characters in the show didn’t choose to be refugees any more 
than they chose the war that claimed their homes or the uphill 
battle they would face in America.

But that audience reaction is predictable. In many ways 
the world of theater has painted itself into a corner, produc-
ing old, classic shows it knows will be successful with older, 
wealthier, whiter audiences, and thereby giving the next gen-
eration even less of a reason to care, so that when a show like 
“Vietgone” does come along, it’s almost too little too late.

I hope it’s not. Because a show like “Vietgone” shows that 
theater can tell a powerful, fun story, and make it as relevant 
and impactful to those old enough to have experienced the 
Vietnam war firsthand as it can be for those of that only read 
about it in history books. And in perhaps its greatest trick, it 
can do both at the same time.  

Visit the site. Stay in the loop. Find our Breads.  

One Shared Loaf at a Time. 

FEEDING  
SOUTHERN OREGON  

& BEYOND  

SINCE 2010.  

LOCAL  
HANDCRAFTED  

ORGANIC  
SUSTAINABLE  

sunstonebakery.com  

CREATING COMMUNITYCREATING COMMUNITY

VOTED:
BEST BAND

AND
BEST ALBUM 2016!

UPCOMING SHOWS: 
MAY 6 - Comedy Night @ Howiee’s

facebook.com/theeveningshades  |  reverbnation.com/theeveningshades
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“Vietgone” is a Total and Refreshing Shift of Perspective
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The vast Oregon landscape is full of unpaved, uninhab-
ited terrain and one of the most exciting ways to see it 
is on the back of a motorcycle. Riders can venture into 
the mountains to rip up forested single track or they can 
head east for high desert and wide open spac-
es. And there’s that huge swath of windswept 
sand on the coast, that dirt biker’s mecca 
stretching from Coos Bay to Florence: the 
Oregon Dunes National Recreation area.

An ideal combination of accessible public 
land and breathtaking scenery makes Or-
egon one of the best places in the nation to 
ride a dirt bike, and the southern part of the 
state is prime. Although the dunes lie a solid 
three-hour drive to the northwest, there are 
plenty of Off Highway Vehicle (OHV) areas 
and trail systems closer to home as well as a 
few local motorcycle clubs.

The Medford-based Motorcycle Riders As-
sociation is one of the most active clubs in the 
Pacific Northwest. According to Forest Bo-
hall, Treasurer of the MRA, “We’re the only 
club in the state of Oregon that owns proper-
ty.” The motorcycle club hosts four events a 
year, and the proceeds go toward trail main-
tenance and land acquisition.  

The MRA, which celebrated its 50th anni-
versary last year, currently owns around 700 
acres in Jackson county and has easements 
on even more land in the region. All of this 
acreage is open to the public for recreation-
al purposes—and that means more than just 
riding motorcycles. “Our property is open to anybody 
that wants to come up and recreate,” Bohall says. “You 
can horseback ride, hike, camp for free…anything you 

want to do.”
According to Bohall, the organization has concentrat-

ed most of its effort on acquiring property in recent years. 
Their “Dedicated to Dirt” fund was created in response 

to the disturbing rumors concerning federal land clo-
sures that have been circulating throughout the West. 
Although nobody can foresee what federal agencies may 

or may not do with public lands, Bohall has noticed one 
thing for certain: “It’s getting harder and harder to just 
go out in the woods and ride anymore.”

One of MRA’s properties, called Lily Prarie, is located 
off Reservoir Rd. 4.5 miles northwest of Jack-
sonville. There is a large parking area with re-
strooms and a network of OHV trails encompass-
ing roughly 570 acres. All that space helps dirt 
bikers stay out of each other’s way and it gives 
everyone else—hikers, bikers and dog-walkers, 
horseback riders, flower-pickers and bird-watch-
ers—a great place to play outside for free.         

On the weekend of April 16 and 17, the MRA 
hosts its annual Timber Mountain Hare Scram-
ble at Lily Prairie. The event brings in motorcy-
cle riders from all over the state, many who are 
looking for a unique experience. “It’s a lot of sin-
gle-track, through-the-woods type riding that is 
unlike the open-country, more high-speed desert 
riding around Bend,” says Bohall. “A lot of people 
like coming down here because the terrain is so 
much different.” The race is open to all levels  
of riders, with different classes for amateurs  
and experts.

Other local trail-riding options include the 
nearby Timber Mountain OHV Area as well as 
Elliott Ridge on the shores of Applegate Lake. Or 
you can head toward Crater Lake, where oppor-
tunities abound in the Prospect OHV Area.

New to the sport? Stop by OMA KTM in Phoe-
nix to chat with local motorcycle experts or visit 
Absolute Motorsport in Grants Pass to pick up 

some essential gear. An interactive map showing OHV 
Areas across the state of Oregon can be found at RideAT-
VOregon.org. 

Go Here

SPORTS & Outdoor

Where one might just see open space on 
a hill behind Southern Oregon University, 
Charles Mathias saw opportunity. Slowly but 
surely, that open space has developed dirt 
pathways and flatted tee pads to help it take 
form of a nine hole disc golf course. 

On Saturday, April 23, Mathias, a senior at 
SOU and an employee of the campus facilities 
crew, will be hosting an open tournament to 
kick off the completion. He says the idea of 
building a course has been a dream for years 
now, but progress didn’t get underway until 
the beginning of summer. Putting in hours 
consistently with his work of campus main-
tenance has been a long process, but one that 
should prove to be worth all of the effort.

“Seeing it finally take form has been so awe-
some,” Mathias said, “I can’t wait to play it.”

Once completed, the course will be the first 
within town limits and easily accessible for 
students and the community alike. Teeing 

off atop the hill behind the Susanne Holmes 
residence hall, golfers will play a challenging 
course which leads around the sloping field 
and loops back across a small creek. When de-
signing, Mathias was sure to utilize the trees 
and shrubbery around the holes to provide 
natural challenges. 

Those wishing to play in the tournament 
can sign up on the day of the event before it 
begins at 8am. An entry fee of $10 gets you 
a round of nine holes, your own disc and a 
chance to win t-shirts and gift cards. While 
there is a competitive nature of keeping score, 
Mathias hopes that the course will bring ca-
maraderie to other golfers that he’s always re-
ceived playing the sport. 

“You’re always trying to shoot your best,” 
Mathias said, “but it’s really about getting 
outside with your buds and just having a  
good time.”

Dedicated to Dirt
Dirt Biking in the Rogue Valley
BY DAC COLLINS

SOU’s NEW Disc Golf Course and Tournament
BY ELI STILLMAN
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SCREEN

An area traditionally known for its delicious beer, 
natural beauty, and, of course, Shakespeare festival, the 
identity of the Rogue Valley is recently adding filmmak-
ing to part of its identity, with scenes from the Acade-
my-nominated “Wild” filmed in the region, not to men-
tion other recent productions like “Redwood Highway,” 
“Black Road” and “Night Moves,” starting Jesse Eisen-
berg—and Movie Maker magazine listing Ashland as one 
of the best places for filmmakers to live. 

And, increasingly, the area is also becoming a site for 
production of marque commercials—a boon that is help-
ing build a cottage industry for region.  While popular 
films like Wild bring attention to the region, not all the 
filmmaking that is happening in the region is done with 
Hollywood lights in mind; instead, Southern Oregon is 
also becoming home—and a setting—for shootings for 
TV ads, such as a recent John Deere utility vehicle ad-
vertisement, shot just west of Eagle Point and released 
during the NCAA March Madness Tournament. 

“The shoot went amazingly well,” said Gary Kout, 
producer of the John Deere shoot and Southern Oregon 
Film and Media (SOFaM) member. “We had two very 
jam-packed days (of filming), starting before the sun 
came up so we could shoot in first light and going till the 
sun went down.” 

The ad shows lush scenery that both is distinct to 
Southern Oregon, but also could be Anywhere, Ameri-

ca. The entire production was shot at C2 Cattle Ranch, 
a 10,000-acre ranch that exemplifies the diverse scenery 
of the valley, and provides the ad with scenes of open 
pastures, dense woodlands, creeks, lakes, trails, and 
plenty of cattle.

The spot begins showing a single driver in John 
Deere’s new Gator XUV 5901 tearing through an open 
field that showcases southern Oregon rolling terrain as 
a strong supporting character in the scene. Like a scene 
out of Fantasia, the lone rider soon multiplies into two, 
then four, eight; all off-roading, hauling large trees over 
a work site, and riding with cattle. The vehicles continue 
to multiply until a hundred Gators are seen roaming the 
valley. (Putting on my film studies hat, I’d say that the 
theme is showing a driver can ride solo, while still be-
longing to a larger herd.)  

The entire production took roughly two weeks on the 
ground in mid-October. The production included a few 
early days of scouting and casting, a test shoot day, a tech 
scout, and two days of actual filming. The production 
crew was largely comprised of local members of SO-
FaM, although an LA-based company also added some 
post-production touches.  

John Deere is only one of several major corporations 
to recently choose Southern Oregon as a film site. Apple, 
GM, and Budweiser are all national corporations that 
have recently shot in the area, which is helping broaden 

the film industry in the region, and provide more work 
here.  

“We have beautiful locations and a really great local 
film market that have a fantastic understanding of pro-
duction,” explains SOFaM interim Executive Director 
Ginny Auer. 

“For us, Southern Oregon is the most comfortable and 
effective place to work,” added producer, co-writer and 
director of “Black Road,” Anne Lundgren, “We (receive) 
so much support from the community.” 

The scenic diversity and community support are two 
key reasons for Ashland being ranked as one of the best 
cities in the U.S. to live as a filmmaker for the third 
straight year. This is an impressive achievement for Ash-
land, considering it is by far the smallest city included on 
the list. Number four-ranked Santa Fe N.M. is the closest 
in population at 70,000; the number one city ranked is 
Savannah Ga. with a population of 142,772.

And, believe members of SOFaM, successes like 
the John Deere ads and recent films only begets  
more success. 

“Each production benefits local industry members by 
providing more and more experience and training so 
they can stay competitive and better prepared to work 
with incoming productions” concluded Kout. 

To check out the John Deere ad, iSpot.TV/ad/A1yo/
John-Deere-Gator-XUV-590i-working. 

My Tractor’s Sexy
Locally-made John Deere TV Commercial Turns Heads
BY RYAN J. DEGAN
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I’ll Rise, But 
I Refuse to 
Shine
Advice for 
Insomniacs to 
Establish Good 
Eating Habits
DR. DANIEL SMITH

According to the National Institute of 
Health, insomnia is a disorder that af-
fects nearly 60 million Americans. Al-
most everyone experiences insomnia 
at one point or another, but often the 
condition becomes a chronic problem. 
Some people have trouble falling asleep 
while others have difficulty maintaining 
quality sleep. These people do not feel 
refreshed once morning arrives. The con-
sequences of prolonged insomnia can be 
serious. One study from 2013 examined 
the three aspects of insomnia I just men-
tioned—difficulty falling to sleep, difficul-
ty maintaining sleep, and non-restorative 
sleep—and found that the more of these 
symptoms a person reported, the greater 
the risk of heart failure. A 17% increased 
chance of developing heart failure was as-
sociated with having one symptom, while 
a 92% increased chance was associated 
with having two symptoms. Having all 
three symptoms nearly tripled the likeli-
hood of heart failure! Lower performance 
at work or at school, an increased risk of 
accidents, obesity, a greater tendency to 
abuse drugs and diabetes are only a few 
additional problems that insomnia may 
bring on its train. Estimates of total in-
somnia-related costs in the United States 
have ranged from $30 to $107.5 billion per 
year. This estimate includes direct treat-
ment costs, such as physician encoun-
ters and prescriptions, as well as indirect 
costs, such as consumption of medical 
services, increased accident risk, and lost 
workplace productivity.

Like many health issues, the causes of 
insomnia are multi-factorial. Exercise, 
stress, technology, hormone levels, blood 
sugar levels, irregular daily habits, food 
choices, consumption of drugs and med-
ications are all examples of variables that 
profoundly affect quality of sleep. I’ll go a 
little deeper into some of these factors to 
explain a few ideas that may go a long way 
to helping restore wholesome sleep. 

First is exercise. My patients offer me 
many rationales for avoiding exercise, but 
the bottom line is: You gotta do it. Do you 
need a gym membership? No! Most peo-
ple are willing and capable of taking three 
brisk ten-minute walks a day. Sweat a lit-
tle (just a little) and you will be surprised 
at how far this goes toward relaxing you 
at night.

Second, make your room dark. And I do 
mean dark. Purchase black out curtains, 
use duct tape, do whatever it takes. Let no 
ray of outside light shine into your bed-

room. Darkness facilitates the production 
of melatonin, which facilitates sleep. Even 
a small amount of light will interfere with 
this process.

Technology is a challenging one and I 
have two recommendations that address 
this point. First, do no activity that in-
volves technology for two hours prior to 
your bedtime. Reading is fine, artwork 
is great, baths are fantastic, but TV and 
computer time is out. Meditation, even 
for ten minutes, will help you relax. Next, 
try unplugging every plug in your bed-
room. The electromotive force produced 
by an outlet interferes with your body’s 
own delicate magnetic balance. I have 
successfully helped insomniacs by hav-
ing them turn off the circuit breaker to  
their bedroom!

Fourth, do not eat anything for four 
hours before sleeping. One possible ex-
ception to this rule would be those who 
have blood sugar issues, in which case 
a light protein snack is recommended. 
Avoid alcohol prior to sleep. Chinese med-
icine postulates that those who wake at 3 
am may have a liver block; my experience 
is that late-night consumption of alcohol 
leads to such a pattern.

Finally, sleep is a quintessentially cir-
cadian process. Your sleep schedule relies 
upon routine. Try to create a very regu-
lar, habitual schedule for yourself. Every 
day—even on weekends and vacations—
get up at the same time, go down at the 
same time, eat at the same time and ex-
ercise at the same time. Such a routine is 
very difficult to maintain, but you will be 
astonished at how quickly your sleep pat-
terns will respond to this discipline.  

Dr. Daniel Smith practices at Bear Creek 
Naturopathic Clinic. His office is on 2612 

Barnett Ave.  He specializes in naturopathic 
oncology, but still maintains a strong family 
practice, treating all manner of conditions. 
He can be reached at 541-770-5563 or at 

drdanielnd@gmail.com If you would like to 
schedule an appointment, please ask  

specifically for Dr. Dan.

WELLNESS

DR. DANIEL SMITH

RESTAURANT, SOCIAL HUB, AND 

EXCLUSIVE TAP ROOM OF

(541)474-4991
121 SW H St.•Grants Pass, OR 97526

CHECK OUR FACEBOOK PAGE OR WEBSITE FOR A LIVE MUSIC SCHEDULE

UPCOMING EVENTS

Prix Fixe Tapas Dinner at 6pm ($30/person)
Please RSVP The Haul for reservations

Rock Paper Scissors Tour
w/live music by Landon Wordswell, Hip Hop

from Eugene Oregon. ...... 9pm
No cover / 18+

Live Music: Reason to Rebel
Hard Rock from Southern California 

.................. 9pm

Prix Fixe Vegetarian Dinner at 6pm
Please RSVP The Haul for reservations

Live Music: Object Heavy
Funk/Soul from Arcata California 

.................. 9pm

LIVE MUSIC: DEMON EYE ...............
Doom Metal from Raleigh, NC ..... 
AND: DISENCHANTER .....................
Stoner Metal from Portland, OR
 ................................................ 9pm

LIVE MUSIC: INTUITIVE COMPASS
..Original Vaudevillian Folk from 
Southern Oregon .................. 9pm

CHECK OUR FACEBOOK PAGE OR WEBSITE FOR A LIVE MUSIC SCHEDULE

April 30

April 29

April 16

May 6

April 22

www.thehaulgp.com  |  www.facebook.com/thehaulgp

FEATURED

Prix Fixe Tapas Dinner at 6pm April 17

May 1
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GREEN VALLEY WELLNESS 
103 North Pacific Highway, Talent, OR  

(541) 535-3022
Southern Oregon’s Premier Medical Cannabis  
dispensary, serving the entire Rogue Valley.

Name: Andrew Robison
Dispensary Manager/OMMP Patient

An 1/8th of preserved, consumable flower showcasing the 
potential of 7-10 viable seeds contained within . . . and bred 
for our Southern Oregon climate! Hermetic Genetics has put 
out another brilliant product. Technologically advanced, while 
drawing from techniques simple and ancient.  Their forward-
thinking innovations showcase dedication to exciting, solid, 
old and new school genetics with a passion for the future of 
cannabis.

Local Rogue Valley Company: Hermetic Genetics 
Product Reviewed: “LSD (Mazar x Skunk #1) Nitrogen-Sealed, Hand-Pollinated Flowers”
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ARIES (March 21-April 19): “When I 
discover who I am, I’ll be free,” said novelist 
Ralph Ellison. Would you consider making that 
a paramount theme in the coming weeks? Will 
you keep it in the forefront of your mind, and be 
vigilant for juicy clues that might show up in the 
experiences headed your way? In suggesting that 
you do, I’m not guaranteeing that you will gather 
numerous extravagant insights about your true 
identity and thereby achieve a blissful eruption of 
total liberation. But I suspect that at the very least 
you will understand previously hidden mysteries 
about your primal nature. And as they come into 
focus, you will indeed be led in the direction of 
cathartic emancipation.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): “We never 
know the wine we are becoming while we are 
being crushed like grapes,” said author Henri 
Nouwen. I don’t think that’s true in your case, 
Taurus. Any minute now, you could get a clear 
intuition about what wine you will ultimately turn 
into once the grape-crushing stage ends. So my 
advice is to expect that clear intuition. Once you’re 
in possession of it, I bet the crushing will begin to 
feel more like a massage -- maybe even a series of 
strong but tender caresses.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Your sustaining 
mantra for the coming weeks comes from Swedish 
poet Tomas Tranströmer: “I am not empty; I am 
open.” Say that aloud whenever you’re inclined to 
feel lonely or lost. “I am not empty; I am open.” 
Whisper it to yourself as you wonder about the 
things that used to be important but no longer 
are. “I am not empty; I am open.” Allow it to loop 
through your imagination like a catchy 
song lyric whenever you’re tempted 
to feel melancholy about vanished 
certainties or unavailable 
stabilizers or missing fillers. “I 
am not empty; I am open.”

CANCER (June 21-
July 22): According to my 
analysis of the astrological 
omens, you are close to tapping 
into hidden powers, dormant 
talents, and future knowledge. 
Truths that have been off-limits are 
on the verge of catching your attention and 
revealing themselves. Secrets you have been 
concealing from yourself are ready to be plucked 
and transformed. And now I will tell you a trick 
you can use that will enable you to fully cash in on 
these pregnant possibilities: Don’t adopt a passive 
wait-and-see attitude. Don’t expect everything to 
happen on its own. Instead, be a willful magician 
who aggressively collects and activates the 
potential gifts.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): This would be a 
perfect moment to give yourself a new nickname 
like “Sugar Pepper” or “Honey Chili” or “Itchy 
Sweet.” It’s also a favorable time to explore the joys 
of running in slow motion or getting a tattoo of a 
fierce howling bunny or having gentle sex standing 
up. This phase of your cycle is most likely to unfold 
with maximum effectiveness if you play along with 
its complicated, sometimes paradoxical twists and 
turns. The more willing you are to celebrate life’s 
riddles as blessings in disguise, the more likely 
you’ll be to use the riddles to your advantage.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Right about 
now you might be feeling a bit extreme, maybe 
even zealous or melodramatic. I wouldn’t be 
surprised if you were tempted to make outlandish 
expostulations similar to those that the poet Arthur 
Rimbaud articulated in one of his histrionic poems: 
“What beast must I worship? What sacred images 
should I destroy? What hearts shall I break? What 
lies am I supposed to believe?” I encourage you to 
articulate salty sentiments like these in the coming 
days -- with the understanding that by venting your 
intensity you won’t need to actually act it all out 
in real life. In other words, allow your fantasy life 
and creative artistry to be boisterous outlets for 
emotions that shouldn’t necessarily get translated 
into literal behavior.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Adyashanti is 
my favorite mind-scrambling philosopher. One of 
his doses of crazy wisdom is just what you need to 

hear right now. “Whatever you resist you become,” 
he says. “If you resist anger, you are always angry. 
If you resist sadness, you are always sad. If you 
resist suffering, you are always suffering. If you 
resist confusion, you are always confused. We 
think that we resist certain states because they are 
there, but actually they are there because we resist 
them.” Can you wrap your imagination around 
Adyashanti’s counsel, Libra? I hope so, because 
the key to dissipating at least some of the dicey 
stuff that has been tweaking you lately is to STOP 
RESISTING IT!

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): During every 
election season, media pundits exult in criticizing 
candidates who have altered their opinions 
about important issues. This puzzles me. In my 
understanding, an intelligent human is always 
learning new information about how the world 
works, and is therefore constantly evolving his 
or her beliefs and ideas. I don’t trust people who 
stubbornly cling to all of their musty dogmas. I 
bring this to your attention, Scorpio, because the 
coming weeks will be an especially ripe time for 
you to change your mind about a few things, some 
of them rather important. Be alert for the cues and 
clues that will activate dormant aspects of your 
wisdom. Be eager to see further and deeper.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Friedrich 
Nietzsche published his first book, The Birth of 
Tragedy, in 1872, when he was 28 years old. In 1886, 
he put out a revised edition that included a preface 
entitled “An Attempt at Self-Criticism.” In this 
unprecedented essay, he said that he now found his 
text “clumsy and embarrassing, its images frenzied 

and confused, sentimental, uneven in 
pace, so sure of its convictions that it 

is above any need for proof.” And 
yet he also glorified The Birth 

of Tragedy, praising it for its 
powerful impact on the world, 
for its “strange knack of seeking 
out its fellow-revelers and 
enticing them on to new secret 
paths and dancing-places.” In 

accordance with the astrological 
omens, Sagittarius, I invite you 

to engage in an equally brave and 
celebratory re-evaluation of some of 

your earlier life and work.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): “Go back 
to where you started and learn to love it more.” 
So advised Thaddeus Golas in his book The Lazy 
Man’s Guide to Enlightenment. I think that’s 
exactly what you should do right now, Capricorn. 
To undertake such a quest would reap long-lasting 
benefits. Here’s what I propose: First, identify three 
dreams that are important for your future. Next, 
brainstorm about how you could return to the roots 
of your relationships with them. Finally, reinvigorate 
your love for those dreams. Supercharge your 
excitement about them.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): “What am 
I doing here in mid-air?” asks Ted Hughes in his 
poem “Wodwo.” Right about now you might have 
an urge to wonder that yourself. The challenging 
part of your situation is that you’re unanchored, 
unable to find a firm footing. The fun part is that you 
have an unusual amount of leeway to improvise and 
experiment. Here’s a suggestion: Why not focus on 
the fun part for now? You just may find that doing 
so will minimize the unsettled feelings. I suspect 
that as a result you will also be able to accomplish 
some interesting and unexpected work.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): How many 
fireflies would you have to gather together in 
order to create a light as bright as the sun? 
Entomologist Cole Gilbert estimates the number to 
be 14,286,000,000. That’s probably beyond your 
ability to accomplish, Pisces, so I don’t recommend 
you attempt it. But I bet you could pull off a more 
modest feat with a similar theme: accumulating a 
lot of small influences that add up to a big effect. 
Now is an excellent time to capitalize on the power 
of gradual, incremental progress.

Homework:
Let’s meet in dreams sometime soon. Describe to 
me the adventures you’d like us to have together. 

FreeWillAstrology.com

FREE WILL ASTROLOGY

SPRING ARTpreview
Presents

A r t  G a l l e r i e s , 
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LETTER CHOP “BRIDGING THE GAP”--GETTING ACROSS
IS IMPORTANT, TOO. - MATT JONES

©2015 Jonesin’ Crosswords (editor@jonesincrosswords.com)
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6 1 3 9 4 8 7 5 2
7 5 8 1 2 6 4 9 3
2 9 4 5 7 3 8 6 1
8 3 7 4 9 1 5 2 6
5 6 9 2 3 7 1 4 8
4 2 1 6 8 5 3 7 9
1 8 6 7 5 9 2 3 4
3 7 2 8 6 4 9 1 5
9 4 5 3 1 2 6 8 7

SUDOKU

To complete Sudoku, fill the board 
by entering numbers 1 to 9 such 
that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains every number uniquely.

For many strategies, hints and tips, 
visit www.sudokuwiki.org

If you like Sudoku you’ll really like 
‘Str8ts’ and our other puzzles, Apps 
and books. Visit www.str8ts.com

The solutions will be published here in the next issue.

No. 144 Medium Previous solution - Easy

6 8
4 5 1
8 1

6 9 5 4
2 6 5 7

4 5 8 6
7 3

1 2 6
9 3
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6 1 3 9 4 8 7 5 2
7 5 8 1 2 6 4 9 3
2 9 4 5 7 3 8 6 1
8 3 7 4 9 1 5 2 6
5 6 9 2 3 7 1 4 8
4 2 1 6 8 5 3 7 9
1 8 6 7 5 9 2 3 4
3 7 2 8 6 4 9 1 5
9 4 5 3 1 2 6 8 7

SUDOKU

To complete Sudoku, fill the board 
by entering numbers 1 to 9 such 
that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains every number uniquely.

For many strategies, hints and tips, 
visit www.sudokuwiki.org

If you like Sudoku you’ll really like 
‘Str8ts’ and our other puzzles, Apps 
and books. Visit www.str8ts.com

The solutions will be published here in the next issue.

No. 144 Medium Previous solution - Easy

NEED SOME ADVICE?!
EMAIL  US AT

rvmessengeradvice@gmail.com

1 6 8 9
2

9 5
8 6 3
6 3 7 1 5

9 5 8
8 4

7
8 6 7 2
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7 2 1 4 8 6 3 5 9
6 5 3 1 2 9 7 4 8
4 8 9 7 5 3 2 1 6
1 6 4 3 9 7 8 2 5
8 7 5 2 6 4 1 9 3
3 9 2 5 1 8 6 7 4
2 1 6 8 4 5 9 3 7
5 3 8 9 7 1 4 6 2
9 4 7 6 3 2 5 8 1

SUDOKU

To complete Sudoku, fill the board 
by entering numbers 1 to 9 such 
that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains every number uniquely.

For many strategies, hints and tips, 
visit www.sudokuwiki.org

If you like Sudoku you’ll really like 
‘Str8ts’ and our other puzzles, Apps 
and books. Visit www.str8ts.com

The solutions will be published here in the next issue.

No. 122 Very Hard Previous solution - Tough

NO. 143- EASYSUKOKU

Across
1 Postgraduate study, perhaps
4 1,550-mile continental range
9 Little demons
13 Hip-hop’s ___ Fiasco
14 “Come Away With Me” singer 
Jones
15 “Protein,” in some restaurant 
options
16 Go through
18 Sweat source
19 Big shiny building, once you get 
past the fence?
21 Fractions of a mi.
22 Bus route divisions
23 “Happy Days” diner
26 “___ a small world”
28 Broadway legend Merman
32 Droid
33 Swimming or floating
37 “Game of Thrones” actress Chaplin
38 Chuck, at a fancy NYC party?
41 Yellen’s forte, for short
42 “Rare and radiant maiden” of “The 
Raven”
43 First responder, briefly
44 “Big Three” meeting site of 1945
46 Mama’s boy?
47 Part of DOS: Abbr.
48 Hipbone-related
52 Anderson who directed “Rush-
more”
54 Last dance theater at the end of 
the block?
61 “Ricochet” actor/rapper
62 Resentment of the successful, in 
Irish slang
63 2014’s “The ___ Movie”
64 Short-lived NBC drama named for 
the outermost section of the Pentagon
65 Full of malicious intent
66 Border
67 OKCupid meetups
68 B.O. purchases

Down
1 “___ Jr.” (Pixar’s first film, featuring 
the lamps now used in their logo)
2 Kitchen item: Abbr.
3 Like a neglected garden
4 Remove, in a way
5 “The Man Who Fell to Earth” direc-
tor Nicolas
6 “I Love Lucy” costar Desi
7 ___-ovo vegetarian
8 “Two and a Half Men” actor
9 Stand-in
10 “Gimme some cat treats”
11 Remove, as a potato peel
12 Hip add-on?
13 “Sweep the ___” (“Karate Kid” 
quote)
17 Sign of owing
20 Prop for the course
23 Downton, for one
24 Poet Federico Garcia ___
25 Bar support
27 Affliction of the eyelid
29 Plot flaws
30 Jet, to a Shark, e.g.
31 Hangs in there
34 Raggedy ___
35 Lts.’ subordinates
36 Small floor coverings
39 How some sneak in
40 Virgil epic
45 “Blue Rondo ___ Turk” (Brubeck 
song)
49 Cheeky words after reading a 
fortune cookie fortune
50 Luxury Hyundai sedan
51 Lawful, informally
53 “Fuller House” actor Bob
54 Word game piece
55 Blasted through
56 Simon of “Hot Fuzz”
57 Aquatic bird
58 Strauss the jeans-maker
59 “Silly Rabbit” cereal
60 “Popeye” surname



Alternative News, Local Public Affairs, Americana, Blues, Jazz, Rock, Reggae, World and so much more!

HEARD IN: Ashland, 
Jacksonville, Medford, 

Phoenix, Rogue River, Talent 
and Applegate

Listen to Democracy Now, with Amy Goodman. Monday - Friday at Noon

Broadcasting in the Rogue 
Valley on 89.5 FM and 

Streaming to the World at 
kskq.org

541-482-3999  |  330 E Hersey St #2  |  Ashland, OR

@MADRONE_CANNABIS_CLUBS

NOW OPEN 10AM-7PM - SEVEN DAYS A WEEK!

SPRING ARTpreview
Presents

A r t  G a l l e r i e s , 
i n d e p e n d e n t  a r t i s t s  a n d 
c r a f t e r s ,  o u r  n e x t  i s s u e 
i s  o u r  S p r i n g  A r t  G u i d e , 

a  g r e a t  p l a c e  t o  a n n o u n c e 
a n d  a d v e r t i s e  y o u r 

s e r v i c e s  a n d  e v e n t s .

R e a s o n a b l e  r a t e s ,  a n d 
a n  a c t i v e  r e a d e r s h i p : 

A c t  n o w  f o r  a d s  i n  t h i s 
u p c o m i n g  i s s u e .

Act Now!
e m a i l  u s  a t : 

a d v e r t i s e @ r o g u e v a l l e y m e s s e n g e r . c o m 
o r  c a l l :  5 4 1 . 3 2 5 . 3 0 1 3
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