
N ow  Get  Back  To  Sch o ol ,

Page 26: 
Bike Polo Gets Legit.

Page 7:  
Graduation Rates:  
Nowhere to Go But Up!

Page 11: 
Candidate Q&As

Page 13: 
Q&A with SOU’s New Prez

Page 23: 
Health Soda? Only in Ashland!

Page 21: 
Impulse Control’s New 
Album Rocks Our Socks

Kids!



2  /  WWW.ROGUEVALLEYMESSENGER.COM

Payroll Services
Quarterly Reporting

Tax Payments
End Of Year Reporting

Direct Deposit
Multiple Payroll Schedules available

Payroll Reporting
Check Services

We  d e p e n d  o n 
YOU R  g ro w t h !

541-237-9535 
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For the past decade, public 
schools in Oregon have 

been measured as some of 
the worst—if not the very 

worst—in the country. 
But after two years with 
a “new” superintendent, 

Medford School District is 
showing signs of change 

and improvement. A new 
chapter?  

SPORTS
After an eight-year 

struggle for legitimacy, 
getting kicked off 

courts across Ashland 
and having the cops 

called to break up 
their games, the Rogue 
Valley Bike Polo club is 
ready to take things to 

the next level.

MEET YOUR 
CANDIDATE

Over the next two months, 
the Messenger is providing 

Q&A with candidates 
for local positions. We 

start with the incumbent 
Mayor of Ashland. Find 

out why he believes 
a councilmember is 

challenging him for the 
office.  
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800.947.1187
www.truesouthsolar.net

330 E. Hersey St., Ste. 7 
Ashland Oregon 97520

Call us today for a free site assessment

Affordable solar made easy
Financing  •  Incentives  •  Tax Breaks

FOOD
Back to school means 

packing lunches and 
snacks. Ashland-based 

From The Earth Soda 
is made with half the 
sugar, and all organic 
ingredients. Our food 
reviewer Elise Heron 

catches up with soda 
maker Cat Lipsky.
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SAD PASSINGS 
 Since our last publication, the Rogue 

Valley has lost two important public 
figures—Alan Bates, a long-time State Senator, 

and Judith-Marie Bergan, a 16-year member of 
Oregon Shakespeare Festival. 

“Judith-Marie was one of our most accom-
plished and beloved long-term company mem-

bers,” said OSF artistic director Bill Rauch in a press 
release. 

Bergan’s first season at OSF was in 1997, when she played 
Elena Guarneri in the world premiere of The Magic Fire, 
which went on to play at the Kennedy Center in Washington, 
DC. She returned to the company in 2000 to play Lorraine 
Sheldon in The Man Who Came to Dinner. This season, she 

was Miss Havisham in Great Expectations.
Both poised and playful, Bergan played serious roles as well as comic ones. 
“It was so clear from the moment she stepped on the Bowmer stage that she was a 

high-quality actor, with a sharp wit, a sparkling intelligence and a beautiful, elegant 
demeanor.  What a rare find!,” said OSF artistic director emerita Libby Appel.  

Bergan passed away on Saturday, August 20 after a battle with cancer.
Earlier in the month, the region also lost State Senator Alan Bates. On August 5, 

the 71-year old physician and politician was fly fishing with his son on the Rogue 
River when he suffered an apparent heart attack. Bates represented Senate District 3, 
which covers the southern half of Jackson County, including Ashland and much of 
Medford. Bates was in the middle of his third term. Both as a physician and politics, 
Bates was well-liked and about 400 persons attended his memorial service at South-
ern Oregon University. 

In somewhat reverse order, the day before the memorial service, the Jackson 
County Democrats (JCD) held a convention at the Medford Public Library to de-
termine who will be on the ballot in November to complete the remainder of Bates’ 
term. About 100 people attended, with a dozen vying for the position. The timing is 
unfortunate, as there is a Shakespearean sense of urgency to fill Bates’ seat; but with 
November elections looming, the urgency is keen.

From a crowded field, Tonia Moro received slightly more than half of the precinct 
committee members’ votes.  

A local attorney and Rogue Valley Transportation District Board member, Moro 
has a strong reputation in the region. She has supported legislation for clean energy 
and also helped organize community opposition to the proposed LNG pipelines, 
and also has expressed interest in issues around poverty and housing. 

She had a well-organized contingent at the convention, with supporters wearing 
blue “Elect Tonia Moro” t-shirts. Two years ago, Moro ran unsuccessfully for Jack-
son County Commission. 

Because of state law, although the JCD choice for their candidate in November, 
Moro does not automatically fill in the empty State Senate seat. Instead, she is one 
of three names presented to the Jackson County Commissioners as the interim State 
Senator (to serve until January).  

Interestingly, one of the other potential interim state senators is Kevin Moran, a 
former Talent Police Chief and current Democratic candidate for state representa-
tive, a somewhat quixotic campaign in the district. He has suspended his candidacy 
for the State House until the Commissioners make their determination, and if not 
chosen, will resume his bid for the House. 

The third potential candidate is Kevin Talbot, a Rogue Community College Board 
member. Talbot’s calling cards are collaboration and innovation, as he has started a 
number of programs at RCC and SOU, and also tried to build collaboration between 
the institutions.

Whoever is chosen, he or she has big shoes to fill: Bates was well-known for his 
keen and calming bed-side manner, and his good-nature. He also was well-known 
and successful in his wide-reaching public service. As the chairman of the Health 
Services Commission, he was instrumental in designing and implementing the 
Oregon Health Plan. He also served on the Eagle Point School Board for a decade, 
before being first elected to the State Senate in 2004. 

“He left an indelible impression on Oregon, and I will miss him forever,” Gov. 
Kate Brown said in a press statement. 

DON’T SHOOT
THE MESSENGER

Ashland Food Co-op
237  N.  First,  Ashland,  OR•541-482-2237

basics
opTM

Affordable
Back to School

Essentials!
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Hey Messenger: The “Hey Messenger” section of the RVM is pretty juvenile. 
I really don’t understand why a magazine like RVM would want to include 
questions about “taking a dump.” Are there just not enough questions coming 
in for Alex Owl to choose from? I think it might be better to leave out stupid 
questions all together (sic) than to answer something like that. I’m sure Alex is 
looking for the scary (sic) answer to things, much like the Willamette Week’s 
similar section, but snarky is just plain poor writing. “Hey Messenger” just 
seems out of line with the rest of Messenger until it can grow up a little. The 
Rogue Valley deserves more class.

-Chad D.
Hey Chad: When my editor sent me this, I was really excited to respond. Firstly, 

because it would give me a chance to tabulate every topic I have covered since Feb-
ruary, which is when I started doing this. That sounded like fun! Secondly, because 
this provides a great opportunity to get more locals to write in, because you are sort 
of right, I do not get that many questions submitted yet. It is a new column and it un-
derwent a possibly confusing makeover and name change in July (previously titled, 
“Return to Sender”). What you are probably wrong about however, is your general 
characterization of the column. I think this might be a bit harsh not only towards 
me, but towards your own community. I’m going to echo something everyone’s third 
grade teachers told us: “There are no stupid questions, only stupid answers.” Even 
with most of the sillier questions, I managed to weave in an academic theory and/
or citation. 

It is understandable that it took one of the more ridiculous submissions for you 
to notice I’m here; after all, it was attention grabbing. However, does that say more 
about you, or the column?

Well, let’s take a look at the evidence. I am nothing, if not an evidenced-based, sci-
ence loving nerd. 

Here are all of the topics we’ve previously covered: 
-Socially acceptable terms for private parts
-Breakups and Facebook friend requests
-Mental health crises
-A fiancé’s racist family
-Flat Earth and the possibility of NASA tricking us all
-A snoopy girlfriend

-Setting up the father-in-law with a coworker
-Telling a best friend something that is against their beliefs
-Restaurant recommendations
-“Free the Nipple” campaign
-The possibility of “missing out on life” when you marry very young
-Pansexuality
-Calling out a friend on social media when he says “stupid” things
-A tutor pondering the ethical dilemmas of teaching students how to  

          code when they want to use the information to run online scams
-Orthorexia in the yoga community
-A woman wondering what to do about her guy commenting on other 
  women in public
-Moving in for the first time with a girlfriend
-Feminism and Hillary Clinton
-The difference between “psychopath” and “sociopath”
-The difference between “value” and “price”
-Confessing feelings to another, only to be ignored the next day
-Is being content enough to stay in a relationship?
-What the heck is Pokémon Go?
-That meth head asking about confessing a secret and the kid who 
  spit in his fries
-Why do they call it “taking a dump” and not “leaving a dump?”

I have to say, on this last one, I think you seriously missed the point. Poop is just 
a placeholder. This question was entirely about grammar, and it was a damn fine 
one. One last thing: There is a piece I think you should read called “Toilet Psychol-
ogy” (2012). It is published on the British Psychological Society’s website. Chair of 
Psychological Sciences at the University of Melbourne Nick Haslam provides a rich 
background regarding the taboo of excretion and why it should be flushed. I suspect 
the article will also provide some insight into why the “taking a dump” question 
bothered you so much.

WA N T OU R A DV IC E ? @L O GIC OFA L E X OR  
RV M E S SE NG E R A DV IC E @ G M A I L .C OM

RE.: WOMEN IN WEED
I would love to extend my grati-

tude to all of you for showing the 
rolls that us women play in this 
amazing new industry. We are such 
a small percentage in a career field 
that is mostly dominated by men. I 
thoroughly appreciate you bring this 
to the public.

I also feel there is a woman who 
has been overlooked. She runs one of 

the most amazing clean green, 100% 
sungrown farms in southern Or-
egon. They have won the Cultivation 
Classic this year in Portland for the 
best THC Outdoor. Not once but also 
took home the 2nd n 5th place as well 
as 3rd n 4th for the 1:1 category. Not 
to brag but I really feel she should be 
honored for all her dedication and 
hard work. Check out Alter Farms.

- Vikki Lex

LETTERS
Have something to say? 

Speak Up
Send your thoughts to:  

editorial@roguevalleymessenger.com

Letters must be received by noon on the Friday before next print 
date for inclusion in the following week’s paper. Please limit let-
ters to 250 words. Submission does not guarantee publication. 

CONTEST  
BANNED BOOK WEEK

What Do These Books Have in Com-
mon? The Bible, Harry Potter, To Kill 
Mockingbird, and 50 Shades of Grey. 

Give up?
All have been banned! 
To note “Banned Book Week” at 

the Medford Public Library (Sept. 
22 – October 1), the Messenger is ask-
ing our readers: Do you have a story 
about a banned book? What would 
the world be without a specific book 
that has been banned? Check out the 
list of banned and challenged books at 
ALA.org, and write a short note, story 
or argument (250 words or less) about 
why one of your favorites reads should 
not be banned. 

Selected letters will be published in 
our September 22 issue. The winning 
letter receives a $50 gift certificate to 

the Friends of the Medford Library 
Book Shop, plus a one-year Friends 
of the Medford Library membership; 
two noted letters each receive a one-
year Friends of the Library member-
ship and a free book from the Friends 
Book Shop.

Send entries to: Editorial@
RogueValleyMessenger.com before 
5 pm Friday, September 16. 

MESSENGERHEY
Advice from the Rogue Valley Messenger

BY ALEX OWL
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NEWS

he numbers are still not good. 
For the past decade, public 

schools in Oregon have been 
measured as some of the worst—if 
not the very worst—in the coun-

try. While statewide test scores for reading 
and math hover just below national averages, 
graduation rates scrap the very bottom of the 
barrel. Nationwide, 82 percent of teenagers 
graduate high school on time, but in Oregon 
that number has been stuck around 70 per-
cent for the past several years. In spite of 
what some media outlets called a two per-
cent “jump” in graduation rates last year, 

statewide on-time graduation rates are still 
only around 72 percent—and one of the worst 
in the country. 

Moreover, according to recent studies 
about the rate of ninth-graders in the 2009-
2010 school year that graduated four years 
later, Albany, Oregon held the lowest gradua-
tion rate in the nation; just 51.3 percent. And, 
Albany isn’t isolated: Among the 25 worst 
rates, Oregon cities hold five spots, more 
than any other states, including Grants Pass 
at tenth worst (68.6 percent) and Medford at 
ninth (68.1 percent). 

But although the broad strokes painted by 
the data are discouraging, the individual im-
provements within specific school districts 
in southern Oregon tell a different story, one 
infused with much more optimism.

Two years ago, Dr. Brian Shumate stepped 
into the role as Superintendent for the Med-
ford School District. He came with a strong 
resume and record of success. But he also ar-
rived in the midst of chaos: The previous aca-
demic year had been hollowed out by a pro-
longed teacher strike, and the decade-long 
superintendent retired. With a good deal of 

confidence—and unanimous support from 
the school board—Shumate entered office 
with optimism and confidence that a cynic 
could have categorized as whistling through 
the graveyard. Shumate declared that the 
Medford schools would “have a place for 
every kid” and challenged his staff to make 
Medford the “premier school district in the 
State of Oregon.” 

Two years later, Shumate has not quite 
achieved those grand goals, but he has 
pushed dramatic successes for the school 
districts, which has enjoyed a near 10 per-
cent leap in graduation rates in less than two 

years. 
Like a coach taking over a failing football 

team, Shumate has found ways to go back to 
the basics, and retooled the district’s agenda; 
namely, he has found fundamental ways to 
better connect students with their schools. 
At the kindergarten level, the school dis-
trict has gone from half to full days, a move 
that Shumate declares “will pay off in long-
term dividends.” The district also has imple-
mented “reader screeners” to assess students 
achievement levels. “By having that kind of 
data,” he says, “we can intervene in a more 
timely manner.”

The district also has made efforts to bet-
ter customize what Shumate calls “the high 
school experience” for each individual stu-
dent. They have re-instituted a freshman 
advisory program, in which small groups of 
students meet every other week with teach-
ers to better keep each student on track.  

“We want every kid to connect to high 
school,” he says. Similar to a college major, 
students are matched and guided by their 
interests. “Not all (students) are athletes or 
band members,” he explains. “We have to 

create a place to attract kids likes and apti-
tudes.” 

Shumate is also looking past just improv-
ing high school graduation rates. He also 
emphasizes that all students should have the 
tools and opportunities to attend school be-
yond high school. 

“I still have a lot of faith in young people,” 
he declares. “We have to give them opportu-
nities.”

Those opportunities can be substantial in 
future earnings, as the median income for 
those in Medford without a high school di-
ploma is $12,523 less than someone with one, 

and the unem-
ployment rate in 
23 of the 25 cit-
ies in America 
with the lowest 
graduation rates 
is higher than 
the national job-
less rate.

These fac-
tors—and other 
social hardships 
in the region—
create an under-
tow that can be 
difficult to break 
free from: One 
of the greatest 

indicators whether a student will graduate 
high school and attend college is parents’ 
academic achievement levels—a number dis-
mally low in southern Oregon (16 percent in 
Medford, and only 10 percent in Grants Pass). 
Moreover, 10 percent of students in Medford 
school district are homeless, by definition, 
and about two out of three receive free or 
reduced lunch, a common indicator for eco-
nomically challenged families. 

“We take all comers,” Shumate says. “and 
we don’t make any excuses.”  A first-gener-
ation college graduate himself, he adds, “We 
take responsibility for helping these kids live 
better.” He goes on to talk not only about aca-
demic achievements, but also about physical 
and mental health. 

“Am I optimistic?,” Shumate asks rhetori-
cally, “Absolutely.” 

In nearby Grants Pass, where graduation 
rates also are some of the lowest in the coun-
try, a new superintendent stepped into the 
position there earlier this summer. A request 
for an interview with the new superintendent 
was not acknowledged before presstime. 

Can Oregon Schools Reboot?
An Optimistic Look At Southern Oregon’s High Schools
BY PHIL BUSSE

“AMONG THE 25 WORST GRADUATION FROM HIGH 

SCHOOL RATES IN THE COUNTRY, Oregon cities 
hold five spots,  MORE THAN ANY OTHER STATES, 

INCLUDING Grants Pass  AT TENTH WORST (68.6 

PERCENT) AND Medford  AT NINTH (68.1 PERCENT).”
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Public Profile
Teresa Sayre, Superintendent at Phoenix, 
Talent School District 
INTERVIEW BY TUULA REBHAHN

Phoenix-Talent School District 
spans three cities with five schools—
Phoenix High School, Talent Middle 
School, Orchard Hill Elementary in 
Medford, and elementary schools in 
Phoenix and Talent. That’s 2700 stu-
dents. Superintendent Teresa Sayre is 
retiring next year after 30 years in ed-
ucation; 18 at this particular district.

Sayre is known in the district for her 
emphasis on the human side of teach-
ing, favoring project-based education 
over test prep and rote learning. Af-
ter she took the job of Superintendent 
in 2013, she eliminated two positions 
in the Administrative department in 
order to funnel more money into the 
schools themselves. 

In her final year, she plans to carry 
the revolution even further. Her 2016-
17 Phoenix-Talent Vision outlines a 

path toward hope, engagement, well-being and skills for the “human economy” for 
all students.

Rogue Valley Messenger: You came into your position and restructured the 
administration of the school district. Why was that necessary?

Teresa Sayre: With education budgets so tight, I wanted to make sure we could get 
as much money to the buildings and at the student level as possible. So we started to 
look at an organizational chart that would actually reduce the number of administra-
tors in this department. It ups their level of responsibility, but it’s saving us money 
and we’re more efficient. We wanted to implement these changes more slowly but 
we had some people who were leaving anyway, so the stars aligned for me in a way. 

RVM: What makes Phoenix-Talent unique as a district?
TS: One thing we’ve worked hard at over the past three years is our innovative 

programs. What we’re working towards in our schools is traditional school mornings 
with reading and math, and then afternoons and sometimes full days will be spent on 
project-based learning.

RVM: What’s an example of this type of education in your schools?  
TS: One thing we kept hearing from students at Phoenix High School is that they 

wanted a culinary program, and luckily our science teacher Jim Janousek had a cu-
linary background. He started the program and took it to another level with urban 
gardening, partnership with Farm to School and the Ashland Food Co-op, canning 
and preserving. We now have our own bees, so who knows, you might start seeing 
some Pirate Honey out there!

RVM: How do you balance project-based learning with keeping up to the 
federal standards, testing, etc.?

TS: We have put a lot of work into instructional models… so we have clear targets 
and clear curriculum that goes with those targets. [We say to teachers,] ‘We’re not 
going to judge you by the fact that if you don’t get your scores up by, say, 5 percent. 
Let’s really work on this human connection, keep doing what you’re doing, and I’m 
betting on the fact that those scores are going to go up.’ 

And in fact, in just one year, we’ve seen an increase in attendance, we’ve seen an 
increase in our 9th graders being on track to graduate. What we’re striving for is, are 
students feeling safe so they can be engaged, do they feel connected to the school so 
that they want to come to school, and are they being enriched.

RVM: What do you look forward to in your final year as Superintendent?
TS: My final year is going to be about promoting this vision that the administrative 

team has created. Eight staff participated in a yearlong study of adverse childhood 
experiences, and it was a gift. We are starting to use these trauma-informed prac-
tices, understanding that we all have these experiences that cause us to behave in a 
certain way. It’s less of a punishment model and more of a problem solving model. So 
that is my big thing, is making sure we continue this work.

To read a full transcript of this interview, go to RogueValleyMessenger.com 

NEWS

209 E MAIN ST
DOWNTOWN MEDFORD

541-858-8177

WWW.LOTUSHAIRBODYANDSOUL.COM

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR ONLINE BOOKING

HAIR  •  SKIN
NAILS  •  MASSAGE

EYELASH EXTENSIONS

PoKéSCieNCePoKéSCieNCe
Saturday   September 3

A scientific Pokémon 
scavenger hunt!

ScienceWorks Hands-on Museum
1500 E. Main St.   Ashland, OR 97520

www.scienceworksmuseum.org
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NEWS
Meet Your Candidate: 
John Stromberg
Mayor, City of Ashland
BY PHIL BUSSE

Over the next two months, the Messenger is providing Q&A with candidates 
for local positions. We start with the incumbent Mayor of Ashland. Answers were 
provided by email (hence, the emoticons). 

Rogue Valley Messen-
ger: After eight years as 
mayor, what do you feel is 
your biggest achievement 
so far?

John Stromberg: My most 
notable single achievement 
is probably getting $4 mil-
lion from the Forest Service 
to complete the Ashland 
Forest Resiliency Project 
that reduces wildfire risk in 
our Watershed. Three years 
ago, no one knew where the 
money was coming from. I 
stepped in, figured it out, 
lobbied in Washington, D.C. 
and we got the funding. 
Now the truth of it is that 
I could only have done this 
because of the incredible 
quality of the AFR Project 

and its Leadership Team (Forest Service, Lomakatsi Restoration Project, The Na-
ture Conservancy and the City) and a wonderful group of visionary leaders in the 
Forest Service itself.

RVM: What would you say to a voter who says you’ve been in office for 
eight years, isn’t it time to give someone else a chance? 

JS: I would say that we are in unsettled times with many challenges and I have 
built up many positive relationships within and outside City government, which 
gives me a pretty unique ability to hold the community together as we work 
through difficult, complex issues: like preserving public order and quality of life 
while taking care of our local homeless population and dealing with people on 
the road who come through town; or making sure we have an adequate supply of 
clean drinking water, or implementing an ambitious climate & energy action plan 
currently being developed. Also I have an excellent working relationship with 
the Council.

RVM: Are you concerned that one of the council members, Carol, is chal-
lenging you? Can that be considered a “mutiny” against your leadership?

JS: This is part of our democratic process, which I fully accept. As for “mutiny,” 
Carol is one councilor our of six. You can ask the other five whether they are 
mutinying :-) I consider what Carol is doing as promoting community dialogue.

RVM: Can you pay a compliment to your challenger?  
JS: Carol was the first person to urge me to run for mayor eight years ago. I, in 

turn, voted for her both times she ran for Council. I think we recognize and ap-
preciate each other’s abilities. She is also a tireless campaigner, as witnessed by 
her campaign for Congress 12 years ago.

RVM: What do you see as the biggest challenge(s) for the City of Ashland 
in the upcoming four years?

JS: You can pick any issue, current or imagined, and the answer is the same: 
the challenge is to preserve the integrity and unity of our community. There is 
so much pent up frustration and anger in our country these days, that practi-
cally any issue can be the fuel for polarization. And if we become polarized we’re 
lost. However, in Ashland we have remarkable resources of creativity and heal-
ing; consider the recent “Unpacking Racism” sessions that I’m confident we can 
respond in a resilient way.

RVM: If you were a character on the Simpsons (or chose a favorite TV 
show), who would that be?

JS: I like Usain Bolt from the Rio Olympics, and his reggae sense of humor.
RVM: Favorite locally-produced drink? 
JS: I think Caldera Amber Ale is one of the best, although I’ve been on a veg-

etarian diet for several years now, with no alcohol allowed. It’s a little harsh, but 
I lost fifty pounds :-)

AUGUST 25TH @ 7PM

Find us on Facebook: TheSoundLoungeGP.com
225 SE H Street // Grants Pass

(541) 479-0712

DRINK // FOOD // MUSIC // CULTURE

AUGUST 31ST @ 8PM
BROWNISH 

BLACK

SEPTEMBER 2  
@ 9PM

MICHAEL DEAN 
DAMRON AND THE 

DO BETTERS

SEPTEMBER 6  
@ 8PM

THE HERITAGE BAND

COME CHECK  
OUT OUR BRAND  

NEW PATIO!

Bur lesque Bingo

hosted by MISS DARBY DOLL

SEPTEMBER 9 
@ 9PM

KAREN LOVELY

SEPTEMBER 23 @ 9PM
HILLSTOMP &  

JOHN DOUGH 
BOYS

“rock + soul”

 “progressive outlaw country”

“country punk”

“americana blues roots”

“reggae vibes from florida”

SEPTEMBER 17TH 
      “SPECTRUM - BASS/DANCE NITE” @ 9PM
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Over 20+ years experience 
creating custom surfboards, 
SUPs, trucker hats and more!  

Custom Surfboards, SUPs & Clothing
MA DE  IN  A SH L AND

flowfactoryNW.com
Flowfactoryashland@yahoo.com  |  310.406.6335

Get a custom trucker hat or  
shirt for your business.

Check out our expanding line  
of hats and other clothing.

CHRIS HERBST // ARTIST FOR HIRE

Many thanks for voting us your Favorite Massage Therapist  
in the Messenger’s Best Of the Rogue Valley!  

We love to serve our community with high quality care,  
bringing harmony to ones mind, body, and spirit.

Finding optimal health through 
integration, we 
offer Massage 

Therapy, 
Acupuncture, 

Cranial Sacral, 
Infrared Sauna, 
Luxury Soak, and Aromatherapy.

MeridianWellnessMedford.com
924 E. Jackson, Medford, OR

Wine Issue
Wine is big business in the 

Rogue Valley. For the annual 
wine issue, the Messenger 

presents a look at how 
vineyards are working to be 

sustainable. An intriguing 
insight in an important 

industry--and its future. 

Contact us today to 
advertise your business in 

this popular issue.

advertise@roguevalleymessenger.com
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August 1 marked the beginning of a new 
era for Southern Oregon University as Linda 
Schott took office as the school’s 13th presi-
dent. The former president of University of 
Maine at Presque Isle, Schott holds a Doc-
torate in history and humanities and a Mas-
ter’s in history from Stanford University, as 
well as a bachelor’s in history and German 
from Baylor University. A Texas native, she is 
looking forward to a living in a community-
oriented city with a warmer west coast cli-
mate. The Messenger recently tagged along 
for an afternoon with the new president. 

Rogue Valley Messenger: Do you have 
any immediate projects or plans for the 
university?

Linda Schott: There are things that you can 
do wrong when you take over a position like 
this and in my mind one of those things is to 
think you know what a campus needs before 
you get to know the place. I know there’s a 
sense of urgency to move us along in terms 
of planning. But sometimes if you act too fast 
it slows you down in the long run.

RVM: Affordability is becoming an in-
creasingly keen concern for students, es-
pecially with rising tuitions and student 
loans. Is there anything that you, as a col-
lege president, can do to keep tuitions af-
fordable and/or mitigating student loans?

LS: We’re talking about pulling together a 
report for the board that will look at student 
debt and costs nationally and then situate 
SOU in that larger national context. I know 
that we’ve had tuition increases so it’s about 

what we do in terms of our scholarships and 
financial aid as we increase tuition. 

RVM: How would you feel about making 
a tuition increase?

LS: Nobody wants to raise costs. But you 
look in the big picture of everything else that 
you’re doing and that’s how you make those 
decisions. It would not be responsible of me 
to say we absolutely will not have a tuition 
increase or we absolutely will have one. It 
just has to be more nuanced and subtle than 
that. We want to control costs, we want to 
keep it as affordable as we can, but there are 
costs that we have no control over.

RVM: In a recent economic speech, Hill-
ary Clinton said, “We’ve got to reverse 
what has become a kind of commonplace 
view, which is everybody needs to go to 
college. Well, in fact, more than half of 
the jobs that are going to be available in 
2020 do not require a college four-year 
degree.”  What is your reaction to that 
statement?

LS: Not everybody needs a college degree. 
We know that there is an advantage to hav-
ing a college to degree. On the whole folks 
who get baccalaureate degrees end up earn-
ing about a million dollars more over the 
course of their lifetime than people who 
only have a high school diploma. But not ev-
erybody wants this kind of work. The way 
I think about education is that we need an 
education sector that offers a lot of different 
options and alternatives for different kinds 
of learners with different life goals. One size 

really doesn’t fit all in education.
RVM: What are some ways that 

SOU can compete with UO or 
OSU for students?

LS: We’re getting ready to start 
a year of a planning process where 
we’re really going to clarify who 
we are, who we are going to serve, 
and what we want to focus on, be-
cause SOU has been all over the 
map with things in the last decade 
or so. We’ve got a strong liberal 
arts core, we’ve got our profes-
sional programs, but the state is 
saying that they’d like for us to 
have a clearer focus. It’s not a mat-
ter of trying to recruit UO students 
because we may not be appropriate 
for them and they may not be the 
kind of students we’re going to be 
looking for.

RVM: SOU has some strong 
athletic programs. What empha-
sis do you place on the athletic 
department as raising the public 
profile of SOU, as well as a re-

cruitment tool? 
LS: Clearly athletics can serve as a recruit-

er for students to campus. It’s an important 
part of the college experience for some stu-
dents. I think for the student athletes it can 
be a very powerful way to engage with cam-
pus and I think it’s an excellent retention 
device for the students who are involved in 
it. But it’s not our only recruiter. We have a 
diverse program that we offer so that we at-
tract students who have different interests. 
Some of them are going to be interested in 
athletics and careers in that area. Just as our 
music performances, Jefferson Public Radio, 
Schneider Art museum; all of those are front 
doors into the campus. I don’t see any of 
them being more important than the other. 
As a public institution, we are here to serve 
a diverse group of students and by doing that 
we interest diverse people in the campus.

RVM: Can you tell me about one of your 
role models?

LS: One of my favorite figures in history is 
Jane Adams. I did a book on the history of 
the women’s peace movement and she was a 
primary figure in the movement; she won the 
Nobel Peace Prize. I have always admired 
her ability to compromise and lead through 
compromise, but also not being afraid to take 
a stand when she really needed to. Especial-
ly during World War I standing against war 
when it was not very popular to do so.

Lucky 13
SOU Welcomes Dr. Linda Schott as Its New President
BY HANNAH JONES

FEATURE

PRESIDENT SCHOTT WELCOMES GREETS FACULTY AT HER WELCOMING RECEPTION. 
PHOTO TAKEN BY HANNAH JONES
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OUR P icks

thurs 25
Oregon Caves 
Founders Day
CELEBRATION—The Oregon Caves are lit-
erally as old as the hills, and so are the folks 
who first started the National Park Service 100 
years ago on August 25. Guitar legend Craig 
Chaquico (yes, of Jefferson Starship) will ser-
enade from the lobby of the Chateau, and from 
the Ghost Room inside the cave. Oregon Caves 
National Monument and Preserve, 19000 
Caves Highway, Cave Junction. 

fri 26
Oregon Smoke Fest
MUSIC—It has been said that music and mari-
juana are the two pillars of pop culture. The 
Oregon Smoke Fest, then, has both ingredients 
needed for a good time. With cannabis vendors 
galore and two of hip-hop’s greatest Methodman 
& Redman, the event promises to be the “Super 
Bowl” of music and cannabis. 12 – 9 pm. 59 S. 
Stage Road, Medford. $35, advance. $45, gate. 
$175, VIP.

fri 26
Wes Sp8 & Apollo Proxy 
MUSIC—Though originally from Tennessee, 
Wes Speight now hails from Seattle, with no 
signs of twang. His bluesy/tribal/acoustic rock 
sound comes from the plethora of instruments 
he has mastered, including harmonica, guitar and 
percussion, among others. He hopes to write a 
musical score for a film in the future, but in the 
meantime, woo the Rogue Valley. 9 pm. Oberon’s 
Tavern, 45 N. Main Street, Ashland. 

sun 27 - sun 28
Tie Days in Shady Cove 
FESTIVAL—Finally an event for Dad to 
showcase his massive tie collection. Seri-
ously, this event was created to celebrate 
dads, hence heaps of ties hung in trees. 
Over 90 food and goods vendors will be 
present to celebrate, all to the tune of 
Oregon Old Time Fiddlers Association. 
Competitions include: bubble-gum blowing 
and canned preserves. 9 am – 4 pm, both 
days. Downtown Shady Cove. 

sat 27
Rising Appalachia 
MUSIC—Embracing the past while moving 
the present towards the future, Rising Ap-
palachia has played with an obvious passion 
for justice all over the world through folk 
music. Leading sisters Leah and Chloe blend 
voices as only sisters can. Chali 2na (check 
out his new coffee table book) and Dustin 
Thomas to open. 6:30 pm. Britt Pavilion, 
350 First Street, Jacksonville. $18 – 34. 

fri 2 - mon 5
Rogue Canine Agility 
Show 
DOGS—Any pooch can go viral on You 
Tube, but how many can dominate challeng-
ing obstacle courses with the pressure of 
a watching crowd? This American Kennel 
Club trial just might put a pup you know and 
love to the test, or through a tunnel, over 
a seesaw and around a field—and with an 
award-winning time, to boot. Jackson County 
Expo, 1 Peninger Road, Central Point.

sat 3
Grants Pass Airport 
Days 
PLANES—Look! Up in the air! Yup, that’s 
definitely a plane. Not only will the planes be 
demonstrating up in the air, they will also be 
on the ground for up close and personal view-
ing too. The event also features a paragliding 
demonstration, a car show and a pancake 
breakfast. 8 am – 3 pm. Grants Pass Airport, 
1441 Brookside Blvd, Grants Pass. Free.

sat 3 - mon 5
Labor Day Festival 
FESTIVAL—The Illinois Valley Lions Club has 
outdone themselves every year at the Labor 
Day Festival, and they plan to do so again. 
From the parade to a Harley raffle to booths to 
bingo to a carnival with food and music, they 
have thrown the biggest party since 1962. Top 
it off with a softball tournament and tuff truck 
competitions; it doesn’t get more all-Amer-
ican than that. Jubilee Park, 307 S. Junction 
Avenue, Cave Junction.

tues 6
Bathtub Gin Serenaders 
MUSIC—The Bathtub Gin Serenaders pride 
themselves in bringing people together, young 
and old, to get feet tappin’ and fingers snappin’ 
to their pre-WWII hot jazz and early blues. 
Also boasting the Valley’s best washboard 
player, there really is only one way to find out if 
that is true, and that is to see it in action. 6:45 
pm. OSF Green Show, 15 S. Pioneer Street, 
Ashland. Free. 

wed 7
Dumpstaphunk 
MUSIC—Straight outta New Orleans, and 
bringing a major amount of funk, Dump-
staphunk are descendants of Neville family 
bloodlines, and are carrying on the family 
tradition. While complex and thoughtful, yet 
definitely danceable, this group will dish out 
as much funk as the Rogue Valley can take. 8 
pm, doors. Ashland Armory, 208 Oak Street, 
Ashland. $25, advance. $30, day of show.

fri 2 & fri 9
Last Chance for  
Public Pools 
SWIM—Just because temperatures are soar-
ing, that doesn’t mean that the refreshing public 
pools will extend their season. Caveman Pool 
in Grants Pass will close September 2. Daniel 
Meyer Pool in Ashland will close September 9. 
Jackson Pool in Medford will close in September 
as well. Funnel that Olympic enthusiasm into a 
public pool near you. Cannonball!

sat 27
Table Rocks Music 
Festival 
MUSIC—It would be quite the concert from 
the top of Table Rock, but imagine lugging 
all the equipment up the footpath—no bue-
no. That’s why the bands Fuel, Trapt, Alien 
Ant Farm, Starset and Tantric are keeping 
their rocking on ground level, hoping that 
fans will use their energy for moshing. 3 
pm. Jackson County Expo, 1 Peninger Road, 
Central Point. $25, advance. $30, day of. 

A PERFECT LOCATION FOR YOUR EVENT.

Space rentals for your class or program -- www.AshlandHaven.net
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LIVE MUSICand Nightlife
THURSDAY, AUGUST 25
ASHLAND
CHIRINGA - Latin Salsa band Milagro’s Fresh 
Mexican - 21 and over - 6 to 9 pm - Free show, 
all ages!
OPUS 3 - Jazz Trio at Belle Fiore Winery - 6 to 
8 pm.
JOHN HOLLIS - Acoustic Guitar - Callahan’s 
Mountain Lodge - 6 pm.
RUTENDO MARIMBA - Oregon Shakespeare 
Festival Green Show - 6:45 pm - Free and open 
to the public.
DART TOURNAMENT - The Black Sheep Pub 
& Restaurant - 7:30 pm - $5.
LIVE MUSIC - The Wild Goose - 8 pm - Never 
a cover.
KARAOKE - Starbuck hosts ‘Obeoke Karaoke’ 
at Oberon’s Tavern, 21+, 9 pm.
GODDESS - Ladies Night - Thursdays at 
Granite Taphouse - 10 pm.

CAVE JUNCTION
CRAIG CHAQUICO - Celebrate “Founders 
Day” and the 100th Birthday of the National 
Park System at the Oregon Caves National 
Monument as Craig Chaquico performs both 
in the caves (2:30 pm, RSVP needed) and in 
the Oregon Caves Chateau (5:30 pm, no RSVP 
needed), both performances are free.

GRANTS PASS
SOUNDS OF SATELLITES / FOXHOLLOW 
/ WHIM - The Eaden Ballroom - 6 pm - $7 
suggested donation.
BURLESQUE BINGO - Every last Thursday at 
The Sound Lounge - 8 pm - 21 and over event, 
ID required, $5 cover - This month’s theme: 
Sci-Fi.
THE JUNIPER BERRIES / SIP - G Street Bar & 
Grill - 8 pm to midnight - No cover.

JACKSONVILLE
THE LEGENDARY GOODTIMES - ‘Straight Up 
Rock & Roll’ at Red Lily Vineyards - 6 to 8 pm.
HUNTER HAYES - A “country-rock-blues guitar 
hero in the making” (Los Angeles Times) - Britt 
Pavilion - Gates at 6 pm, Show at 7:30 pm - 
Reserved $69, Adult Lawn $43, Child Lawn $33.  
Pre-concert music at 6 pm in the Performance 
Garden: Haley Johnsen.

KENTUCKY BLEND - Bella Union Restaurant 
and Saloon - 8 pm.

MEDFORD
DAVID OUELLETTE - Thursday mornings at 
Limestone Coffee - 9:30 am.
ERIC LEADBETTER - BricktownE Brewing 
Company “The Barrel House” - 6 to 9 pm.
DJ JIM - 80’s, Alternative and Dance Night - 
Thursdays at Howiee’s On Front - 9 pm - No 
cover.
DIZZY BATS / MATT JAFFE AND THE 
DISTRACTION - Johnny B’s - 9 pm to 1 am.

WHITE CITY
LEONARD GRIFFIE BLUES - Kriselle Cellars - 5 
to 7 pm - No cover.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 26
ASHLAND
JOHN HOLLIS - Callahan’s Lodge - 6 pm.
ROGUE RAGE DUO -  Harpo De Roma and 
guitar and dobro player Dan Tiller at Belle Fiore 
Winery - 6 to 8 pm.
COLONEL MUSTARD - Music, wine and food 
trucks at Grizzly Peak Winery - Music at 6:30 
pm - Sorry, no pets.
LIVE MUSIC & HERBAL TONICS - With Txera 
Txero (multi-instrumental new world folk duo 
Shayna Crow and Wesley Parker) at Ashland 
Yoga Center - 6:30 to 8:30 pm - $10, optional 
tonic for $4.
LA VICTORIA - OSF Green Show - 6:45 pm - 
Free.
PEACE TRIBE - Jackson Wellsprings - 7 to 10 
pm.
KARAOKE WITH JOSH - The Wild Goose - 
8:30 pm.
LIFE DURING WARTIME - Talking Heads 
tribute show at Milagro’s - 9 pm - $10 cover - 21 
and over.
G_RAD - Dance Music & Top 40 Remixes - 
Every 2nd & 4th Friday at Granite Taphouse - 10 
pm.

EAGLE POINT
THE DANIELLE KELLY SOUL PROJECT - Agate 
Ridge Vineyard - 6 pm - No outside alcohol - 
Admission $5-$8.

GRANTS PASS
RELATIVE SOUL - Griess Family Brews - 7 to 
10 pm.
THE EVENING SHADES - G Street Bar & Grill 
- 8 pm.
ROQY TYRAID - Indie Hip Hop based out of 
Phoenix, AZ - The Haul - 9 pm - Free, all ages.

GOLD HILL
TC & THE REACTIONS - “Power Rhythm & 
Blues” at Del Rio Vineyards - 6 to 9 pm - $10 
general admission.

JACKSONVILLE
CHERRY WINE WITH MICHAEL QUINN - Pop 
/ Classic Rock / Country at The Oregon Wine 
Experience - Live music 12 to 5 pm.
PHOENIX SIGALOVE - Friday Sip ‘n Supper 
($10) at South Stage Cellars - Music 6 to 8 pm 
- $3 cover for music.
JEFF KLOETZEL - Frau Kemmling Schoolhaus 
Brewhaus - 7 pm.
OMARA PORTUONDO & ELIADES OCHOA - 
From the Buena Vista Social Club - Britt Pavilion 
- Gates at 6 pm, Show at 7:30 pm - Reserved 
$48, Adult Lawn $35, Child Lawn $14.
KENTUCKY BLEND - Bella Union Restaurant 
and Saloon - 8 pm.
FRANKIE HERNANDEZ BAND - Soul, Funk, 
Reggae Rock Adventure at the J’Ville Tavern - 9 
pm to midnight - 21 and over - No cover.

MEDFORD
OREGON SMOKE FEST 2016 - Music and 
cannabis festival featuring Methodman and 
Redman, with Potluck, also DJ Lazy K (NY 
#1 female mixtape DJ), Trizz & Chuuwee, 
Anonymous that Dude, Demrick, Rafijah 
Siano, Eddie P, Rogue Rebellion (2:30 pm), 
Josia, Luck & Lana, Grinchmobb, comedian 
Simon Kaufman, Odiwolf, Kamaki, Cloud9 
Krew, Vitamin E, All Cash Player, Lost Child, DJ 
B-Digital, Chandler P, DJ Triple C, Only Natural, 
and Mista Chief.  Food & Vendors!  Vesperus 
Gardens, 59 S Stage Rd - 12 pm to 8 pm - 
Tickets $35 Adv, $45 at the gate.  Age 21 and 
over, or 18+ with OMMP card, No alcohol.  Go 
to Oregonsmokefest.com
ERIC LEADBETTER - Southern Oregon Brewing 
Company - 5 to 8 pm.
L.E.F.T. - RoxyAnn Winery - 6:30 to 8:30 pm - 

$5-$7.
JOHN KNOX: THE MUSICAL - Learn the story 
of John Knox as we introduce you to Knox 
Classical Academy, 100 Windsor Ave - $20 at 
the door - Silent Auction!
COMEDY NIGHT - Headliner: Larry Reed / 
Opener: Scott Losse - Chadwicks Pub & Sports 
Bar - 9 pm - $10.
IKE FONSECA / ALEX KIRK AMEN / LOCAL 
NEWS - Johnny B’s - 9 pm to 1 am.
BLACK MARKET COMEDY - Laugh along with 
comics Roger Faust, Scott May, Jennifae and 
Levi Anderson at Lava Lanes - 9 to 10:30 pm - 
Free - 21 and over.
KRANK IT UP KARAOKE - Pit Stop Tavern - 9 
pm.
DJ MUSIC - 4 Daughters Irish Pub - 10 pm - No 
cover.
DJ RUKUS - Every 2nd & 4th Friday at The Edge 
Nightclub and Patio - 10 pm.

PHOENIX
KRANK IT UP KARAOKE - Barkley’s Bar - 9 
pm.

SHADY COVE
THE OLD TIME FIDDLERS - Barbeque and 
music at the Upper Rogue Community Center - 
Dinner at 6 pm, Music at 7 pm - $12 at the door, 
$5 Children age 5-10, Under age 4 Free.

TALENT
INTUITIVE COMPASS - Vaudevillian Folk - 
Music 6-8 pm at the Talent Evening Market, a 
free family-friendly event (June-Sept 16) - 5:30 
to 8:30 pm.
DRUM CIRCLE - Fridays at Kindred Spirits Art, 
Ales & Wine - 8:30 pm.
CRAIG WRIGHT BAND - The Talent Club - 9 
pm - $10 cover.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 27
ASHLAND
DOUG WARNER - Weisinger Family Winery - 2 
to 5 pm.
TIM CHURCH - Standing Stone Brewing 
Company - 5:30 pm.
KEN HART - Acoustic Guitar - Callahan’s 
Mountain Lodge - 6 pm.
SCIENCEWORKS HANDS-ON MUSEUM 
- Oregon Shakespeare Festival Green Show - 
6:45 pm - Free.
KARAOKE WITH MAD MATTY - The Wild 
Goose - 9 pm.
SLOW CORPSE / THE MONDEGREENS - 
Brickroom - 9 pm - $5 cover - 21 and over.
G_RAD - Old School Hip Hop, Saturdays at 
Granite Taphouse - 10 pm.

CENTRAL POINT
TABLE ROCKS MUSIC FESTIVAL - Fuel, 
Trapt, Alien Ant Farm, Starset, Tantric - 
Jackson County Expo - Gates at 2 pm - $30 
day of festival, age 12 and under free - K&K 
Promotions is collecting canned food items 
to help people affected by the flooding in 
Louisiana.  Receive $1 discount per can, limit of 
5 per ticket.
SAVANNA - solo music under the Arbor - 
Saturdays & Sundays at Caprice Vineyards, 2 to 
5 pm-ish, May through September - Come visit 
the alpacas!

GRANTS PASS
BLUES, BLUES AND BBQ - Vendors, music, 
brews, food and fun, presented by the Rogue 
Valley Humane Society - “Helping our 
community, four paws at a time.”  Music at 
2:30 pm: David Pinsky & Phil Newton.  4 pm: 
Brian Risling & Airtight Alibi.  5:30 pm: Leonard 
Griffie Blues.  Thanks to the musicians for 
donating their time! Tom Pearce Park - 2 to 7 
pm - $25 for BBQ samples, a first edition glass, 
parking and music - $15 General Admission 
includes parking and music, age 10 and under 
enjoy free admission.  
SOLILOQUY - “A magical violin and viola 

AUGUST 25 - CHIRINGA AT MILAGRO’S IN ASHLAND
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LIVE MUSICand Nightlife
duo,” consisting of New York’s Juilliard School 
undergraduates Ariel Horowitz and Lauren 
Siess - Havurah Synagogue - 7:30 pm - $12 
General, $5 Students.
LEONARD GRIFFIE BLUES - G Street Bar & 
Grill - 8 to late - Free.
VERBS & NOUNS - Sultry Jazz & Soul at The 
Haul - 9 pm - No cover, all ages.

JACKSONVILLE
SAUCY - Wine & Cheese pairing and art 
reception (Pegi Smith) - South Stage Cellars - 
Music 5:30 to 8 pm - $3 cover for music in the 
garden.
RISING APPALACHIA / CHALI 2NA / DUSTIN 
THOMAS - Britt Pavilion - Gates at 5:30 pm, 
Show at 6:30 pm - Reserved $34, Adult Lawn 
$28, Child Lawn $18.
KENTUCKY BLEND - Bella Union Restaurant 
and Saloon - 8 pm.
MERCY - Featuring Lynda Morrison - Blues, 
Soul, R&B at The Oregon Wine Experience - 
8:45 to 10:30 pm.

MEDFORD
THE HARMONY PEOPLE - Songwriters 
Anjalisa Aitken and Gary Garrett at the Randall 
Theatre - 7 pm - $20 tickets.  
THE HIPPYCRITES - Walkabout Brewing 
Company - 7 to 9 pm.
SALSA BRAVA - Salsa music and dance lessons 
at EdenVale Winery - 6 to 9 pm, $10 cover ($5 
children).
DUAL IDENTITY - Morrton’s Pizza - 8 to 10 pm 
- No cover, all ages.
COMEDY NIGHT - Headliner: Larry Reed / 
Opener: Scott Losse - Chadwicks Pub & Sports 
Bar - 9 pm - $10.
THE ROGUE REBELLION - Howiee’s On Front 
- 9:30 pm.
KRANK IT UP KARAOKE - Pit Stop Tavern (and 
Barkley’s Bar in Phoenix) - 9 pm.
ROCK MUSIC / DJ MUSIC - 7 pm / 10 pm - 4 
Daughters Irish Pub.
CLUB MUSIC - The Bohemian Club - 10 pm.
DJ CHUCK - Every Saturday night at The Edge 
Nightclub and Patio - 10 pm.

ROGUE RIVER
THE ROADSTERS - Grand Opening of 
Homestead Pub & Eatery - 9:30 pm to 1:30 am 
- No cover.

TALENT
SOUTHERN OREGON JAZZ ORCHESTRA - 
16-piece big band - 2nd & 4th Saturdays - The 
Little Brown Jug - 7 to 9 pm - No cover.
JIVE COULIS - The Talent Club - 9 pm - $7 
cover.

BROOKINGS
THE LEGENDARY GOODTIMES - Rock at the 
101 Bar & Grill in Brookings on the coast - 9 pm.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 28
ASHLAND
CELTIC MUSIC SESSION - Live at the Black 
Sheep Pub & Restaurant - 2 pm.
JON GALFANO - Belle Fiore Winery - 12 to 2 
pm.
SAVANNA DUO - Folk / Rock / Reggae and 
more at Weisingers Family Winery - 2 to 5 pm.
KEN HART - Callahan’s Lodge - 6 pm.
THE CORNER BOYS - Traditional Irish music 
every Sunday at Oberon’s Tavern - 6 to 8 pm.
LA VICTORIA - OSF Green Show - 6:45 pm - 
Free.
JIM QUINBY - 6 pm, Little Thom’s Open Mic 
with Dave Hampton at 9 pm - The Wild Goose.
DUSTIN THOMAS - Music that “encourages 
all people from all walks of life to work through 
the hard times, appreciate the good times, and 
ultimately to love themselves, love the planet, 
and love each other.” The Jackson WellSprings, 
7:30 to 11:30 pm, $10 cover.

CENTRAL POINT
WINDSCAPE WITH SHYBO TORRES - Caprice 

Vineyards - 2 to 5 pm.

GRANTS PASS
THE BROTHERS REED - part 
of “Italy in the Valley” at Troon 
Vineyard, 2 to 4 pm. www.italy 
inthevalley.com

JACKSONVILLE
FOGLINE - Country - Valley View 
Winery - 2 to 5 pm.
[P]  GUITAR WORKSHOP 
FACULTY CONCERT - with Ed 
Dunsavage, Joseph Thompson, 
Page Hamilton, Michael “Hawkeye” 
Herman, Mark Nelson, and Grant 
Ruiz in the Britt Performance 
Garden - 7:30 pm - Adults $10, Free 
to children age 0-12, Free to Guitar 
Workshop participants.

MEDFORD
BILL KEALE - DANCIN Vineyards - 
12 to 4:30 pm.
OPEN MIC - Hosted by Robbie 
DaCosta at Jefferson Spirits - 7 to 
10 pm.
KRANK IT UP KARAOKE - Karaoke 
Competition at the Pit Stop Tavern 
- 9 pm.

MONDAY, AUGUST 29
ASHLAND
INDUSTRY MONDAYS - For local industry 
workers, from noon to 7 pm at EdenVale 
Enoteca.
KEN HART - Callahan’s Lodge - 6 pm.
PAUL SCHMELING TRIO - Martino’s 
Restaurant - 7 pm. 
OPEN MIC - All ages 5 pm to 7:30 pm, 21+ at 
8:30 pm - Oberon’s Three Penny Tavern.
LIVE MUSIC - The Wild Goose - 8 pm.
THE LANTERN STORYTELLING SERIES - 
Storytelling (part 2/4) inspired by The Moth, 
Theme: “Honesty” - Ten randomly chosen 
storytellers each have five minutes onstage.  
Storytellers: bring a well prepared story, no 
notes, sign up by 9 pm - Brickroom, 8:45 pm, 
No cover.  What’s your story?

MEDFORD
PAUL TURNIPSEED - Jazz every Monday at 
Lark’s Restaurant - 4:30 to 6 pm.
GEEKS WHO DRINK PUB TRIVIA - BricktownE 
Brewing Company - 7 pm.
TRIVIA NIGHT - 4 Daughters Irish Pub - 7:30 
pm.
THE DEE DEES - with Local News / Step It Up 
& Go - Johnny B’s - 9 pm to 2 am.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 30
ASHLAND
KEN HART - Callahan’s Lodge - 6 pm.
THE SISKIYOU VIOLINS - OSF Green Show - 
6:45 pm - Free.
TRIVIA NIGHT - Louie’s Restaurant - 7 pm - 
Free to play, plus prizes!
WHISKEY WITH RESERVATION - All original 
music at The Wild Goose - 8 to 11 pm - No 
cover.
ROBBIE DACOSTA - Tuesdays at Granite Tap 
House - 8:30 pm.

CENTRAL POINT
KARAOKE TUESDAYS - The Corner Club - 9 
pm.

JACKSONVILLE
PAT BENATAR & NEIL GIRALDO - We Live for 
Love Tour - Britt Pavilion - 7:30 pm - Reserved 
$59, Adult Lawn $39, Child Lawn $29, Gates 
at 6 pm.  Openers: The Fret Drifters.  Pre-
concert music by Sam Humans, 6 pm in the 
Performance Garden.

MEDFORD
SAVANNA TRIO - Medford Branch Library - 12 
to 1:30 pm.

THE DANIEL GREEN SHOW - Johnny B’s - 9 to 
11 pm.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 31
APPLEGATE
DUSTY GREEN BONES BAND - Peace of Pizza 
- 6 pm.
DAVID NELSON BAND - The Applegate River 
Lodge - 7:30 pm doors, 8:30 pm show - $30 at 
the door.

ASHLAND
OPEN JAZZ JAM - La Baguette Music Cafe - 10 
am.
SPAGHETTI GAME NIGHT - Board games & 
all-you-can-eat pasta with any wine purchase 
until 9 pm at EdenVale Enoteca.
KEN HART - Callahan’s Lodge - 6 pm.
EIGHT DOLLAR MOUNTAIN - OSF Green 
Show - 6:45 pm - Free.
LIVE MUSIC - The Wild Goose - Free Pool from 
6 to midnight on Wednesdays.

GRANTS PASS
BROWNISH BLACK - The Sound Lounge - 9 
pm.

JACKSONVILLE
JEFF KLOETZEL - Wednesday Wine ‘n Dine at 
South Stage Cellars - 6 to 8 pm - $3 for music in 
the garden.

MEDFORD
TRIVIA NIGHT - Howiee’s On Front - 7 to 9 
pm - No cover.
TRIVIA NIGHT - Portal Brewing Company - 
7:30 pm.

PHOENIX
OPEN MIC & JAM - Host: Stefano Carrera - 
Wednesdays at The Phoenix Clubhouse - 7 to 
10 pm - Free and All Ages.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 1
APPLEGATE
DAVID NELSON BAND - The Applegate River 
Lodge - 7:30 pm doors, 8:30 pm show - $30 at 
the door.

ASHLAND
KEN HART - Callahan’s Lodge - 6 pm.
CEDRIC LAMAR - OSF Green Show - 6:45 pm 
- Free.
DART TOURNAMENT - The Black Sheep - 7:30 
pm - $5.
JUSTIN GORDON & FRIENDS - The Wild 
Goose - 8:30 pm - No cover.
KARAOKE - Starbuck hosts ‘Obeoke Karaoke’ 
at Oberon’s Tavern - 21+, 9 pm.

GODDESS - Ladies Night - Thursdays at 
Granite Taphouse - 10 pm.
WORLD’S FINEST - Skamericana at Milagro’s - 
10 pm to 2 am - $10 - 21 and over.

CENTRAL POINT
KRANK IT UP KARAOKE - Pizza Schmizza - 9 
pm.

GRANTS PASS
AJ’S THURSDAY NIGHT JAM - Cedarwood 
Saloon - 7 to 11 pm.

JACKSONVILLE
STEVE MILLER BAND / CURTIS SALGADO - 
Britt Pavilion - 7 pm - SOLD OUT.
TIM MITCHELL DUO - Bella Union Restaurant 
& Saloon - 8 pm.

MEDFORD
DAVID OUELLETTE - Limestone Coffee - 9:30 
am.
DJ JIM - 80’s, Alternative and Dance Night - 
Thursdays at Howiee’s On Front - 9 pm - No 
cover.
KRANK IT UP KARAOKE - The Bohemian Club 
- 9 pm.

WHITE CITY
JACOB AKIN - Kriselle Cellars - 5 to 7 pm.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 2
ASHLAND
EAST MAIN BAND - Music, wine and food 
trucks at Grizzly Peak Winery - Music at 6:30 
pm - Sorry, no pets.
KEN HART - Callahan’s Lodge - 6 pm.
BLADES OF GRASS - Pop / Light Rock / Folk - 
EdenVale Enoteca - 6 to 8 pm - No cover.
UNITY DRUM & DANCE - Celebrating West 
African Rhythms with live music and dance on 
the Ashland Square - Free, family-friendly event 
- 6 to 6:30 pm.
PHAME - OSF Green Show - 6:45 pm - Free.
BLACK MARKET COMEDY - First Fridays at 
The Vinyl Club - 7:30 pm.
CROWHURST / BLEAK - And more at Base 
Kamp Awesome - 8 pm to midnight.
KARAOKE WITH JOSH - The Wild Goose - 
8:30 pm.
MELVILLE - Brickroom - 9 pm - $5 cover.

CAVE JUNCTION
FREEDOM IN THE FOREST - 3 day festival with 
music, vendors, guest speakers and more at 
Country Hills Resort, 7901 Caves Hwy - Gates 
open at 12 pm - Live music featuring: American 
Sideshow, Funknwhatever, Mid Summer 
Crush, Cathedral Hills, JustinSayne N8V, 

AUGUST 30 - PAT BENATAR AND NEIL GIRALDO AT BRITT IN  JACKSONVILLE
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DON’T MISS THE ROGUE VALLEY GROWERS 
& CRAFTERS MARKETS

LIVE MUSICand Nightlife
T.H.C. (The Head Choppa), The Rebeltones, 
Attic, Graveburner, Vomitface, 3 Ring, Rosie 
Whittman, Ken Obi Productions, Hardway 
Bend, 9SKYs, Sketti Heads, Tauries Michelle, 
Sojouner, Ginger C.A.R., Drumson. Go to 
Freedomintheforest.com.

GRANTS PASS
THE RIVER SOUTH - Violet Continued - 6 to 9 
pm - Free family-friendly show.
LUCK-SHOTT - Griess Family Brews - 7 to 10 
pm.
MICHAEL DEAN DAMRON AND THE DO 
BETTERS - With The Distilled Spirit Rebellion at 
The Sound Lounge - 9 pm to midnight.

GOLD HILL
BLOWIN’ SMOKE - Fired Up Food Truck will 
provide the BBQ at Del Rio Vineyards - 6 to 9 
pm - $10 general admission.

JACKSONVILLE
GREG FREDERICK & DOUG WARNER - Friday 
Sip ‘n Supper at South Stage Cellars - 6 to 8 
pm - Dinner $10 with reservations, $3 cover for 
summer music series.
IT BEATS WORKIN’ - Bella Union Restaurant & 
Saloon - 8 pm.
WILD HONEY - Britt Performance Garden - 
Gates at 7 pm, Show at 8 pm - $18 Adults, $8 
Child age 3-12, Free to Children age 2 and under.
LEONARD GRIFFIE BLUES - J’Ville Tavern - 9 
pm - No cover.

MEDFORD
THE DANIELLE KELLY JAZZ PROJECT - 
Danielle Kelly and Paul Turnipseed at DANCIN 
Vineyards - 5:30 to 7:30 pm.
THE BROTHERS REED - EdenVale Winery - 6 
to 9 pm - $8 cover.
JEFF K AND THE OVERTONES - RoxyAnn 
Winery - 6:30 to 8:30 pm - $5-$7 cover.
COMEDY NIGHT - Headliner: Del Van Dyke / 
Opener: Todd Armstrong - Chadwicks Pub & 
Sports Bar - 9 pm - $10.
KRANK IT UP KARAOKE - Pit Stop Tavern (and 
Barkley’s Bar in Phoenix) - 9 pm.
THE FABULOUS MISS WENDY - and The 
Hollowbodys / Phake - The Bamboo Room at 
King Wah’s - 9:30 pm to 2 am.

TALENT
ROGER LEMSTROM - The Talent Evening 
Market - 6 pm - Free, family-friendly event.
DRUM CIRCLE - Fridays at Kindred Spirits Art, 
Ales & Wine - 8:30 pm.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 3
ASHLAND
ED DUNSAVAGE - Weisinger Family Winery - 2 
to 5 pm.
TIM CHURCH - Standing Stone Brewing 
Company - 5:30 pm.
KEN HART - Callahan’s Lodge - 6 pm.
SCIENCEWORKS HANDS-ON MUSEUM - OSF 
Green Show - 6:45 pm - Free.
KARAOKE WITH MAD MATTY - The Wild 
Goose - 9 pm.
G_RAD - Saturdays at Old School Hip Hop at 
Granite Taphouse - 10 pm.

CENTRAL POINT
EVERGREEN SINGS - Greg Cure at Caprice 
Vineyards - 2 to 5 pm.
DOVE FEST 2016 - MercyMe, Jeremy Camp, 
Crowder, Family Force 5, Salvador, The 
Incandescent - Jackson County Expo - Gates 
open at 1 pm, Show at 2 pm - All ages - $25-
$125.

JACKSONVILLE
T.J. ELTON - Wine & Cheese pairing (1-8 pm) 
at South Stage Cellars - Music 6 to 8 pm - $3 
cover.
MICHAEL FRANTI & SPEARHEAD - Britt 
Pavilion - 7 pm - Pre-concert music by Ryan 
Marchand at 6 pm - SOLD OUT.

IT BEATS WORKIN’ - Bella Union Restaurant & 
Saloon - 8 pm.

MEDFORD
THE RIVER SOUTH - Morrton’s Pizza & Pub - 8 
to 10 pm - No cover, all ages.
COMEDY NIGHT - Headliner: Del Van Dyke / 
Opener: Todd Armstrong - Chadwicks Pub & 
Sports Bar - 9 pm - $10.
DON MADDOX - Country Music Hall of Famer, 
Don “Juan” Maddox, the last surviving member 
of the Maddox Bros. & Rose - Johnny B’s - Early 
show starting at 7 pm sharp.
G_RAD - Old School Hip Hop at Grape Street 
Bar and Grill (First Night here for G_Rad!) - 9 
pm to 2 am - No cover.
KRANK IT UP KARAOKE - Pit Stop Tavern (and 
Barkley’s Bar in Phoenix) - 9 pm.
CLUB MUSIC - Rock at 7 pm / DJ at 10 pm - 4 
Daughters Irish Pub.
CLUB MUSIC - The Bohemian Club - 10 pm.
DJ CHUCK - Every Saturday night at The Edge 
Nightclub and Patio - 10 pm.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 4
ASHLAND
BILL ECKART - Weisinger Family Winery in 
Ashland - 2 to 5 pm.
CELTIC MUSIC SESSION - Live at the Black 
Sheep Pub & Restaurant in Ashland - 2 pm.
KEN HART - Callahan’s Lodge at Mt. Ashland 
- 6 pm.
THE CORNER BOYS - Traditional Irish music 
every Sunday at Oberon’s Tavern in Ashland - 6 
to 8 pm.
CRAIG WRIGHT BAND - with Laynie 
McCartney, Savannah Randall, Jeff Addicott, 
and Nick Kirby at Smithfields Restaurant & Bar, 
Ashland - 6 pm.
PHAME - OSF Green Show - 6:45 pm - Free.
JIM QUINBY - 6 pm, Little Thom’s Open Mic 
with Dave Hampton at 9 pm - The Wild Goose 
in Ashland.

CENTRAL POINT
PETE HERZOG - Caprice Vineyards in Central 
Point - 2 to 5 pm.

GOLD HILL
THE ROADSTERS - Del Rio Winery in Gold Hill 
- 6 to 9 pm - $10 general admission.

JACKSONVILLE
DEREK DEON - Valley View Winery in 
Jacksonville - 2 pm, all ages welcome.

MEDFORD
OPEN MIC - Hosted by Robbie DaCosta at 
Jefferson Spirits in Medford - 7 to 10 pm.
KRANK IT UP KARAOKE - Karaoke 

Competition at Pit Stop Tavern in Medford - 9 
pm.

TALENT
JEFF STANLEY - Paschal Winery in Talent - 4 
to 6 pm.

SELMA
BROADWAY PHIL & THE SHOUTERS - Deer 
Creek Vineyards, Selma - 2 to 5 pm - No outside 
food or drink, and no pets please.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 5
ASHLAND
KEN HART - Callahan’s Lodge outside Ashland 
- 6 pm.
PAUL SCHMELING TRIO - Martino’s 
Restaurant, Ashland- 7 pm.
LIVE MUSIC - The Wild Goose - 8 pm.
OPEN MIC - All ages 5 pm to 7:30 pm, 21+ 
at 8:30 pm - Oberon’s Three Penny Tavern, 
Ashland.
GENE BURNETT - Original music at Liquid 
Assets Wine Bar, Ashland - 8 to 10 pm - No 
cover.

MEDFORD
PAUL TURNIPSEED - Mondays at Lark’s 
Restaurant,Medford - 4:30 to 6 pm.
GEEKS WHO DRINK PUB TRIVIA - BricktownE 
Brewing Company,Medford - 7 pm.
TRIVIA NIGHT - 4 Daughters Irish Pub, 
Medford - 7:30 pm.
THE CLAY TEMPLES - also The Go Ahead and 
No More Excuses (NME) - Johnny B’s - 9 pm 
to 1 am.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6
ASHLAND
KEN HART - Callahan’s Lodge outside Ashland 
- 6 pm.
THE BATHTUB GIN SERENADERS - OSF Green 
Show,Ashland - 6:45 pm - Free.
TRIVIA NIGHT - Louie’s Restaurant, Ashland - 
7 pm - Free to play, plus prizes!
HAMFIST - Acoustic set, First Tuesday at Swing 
Tree Brewing Company, Ashland - 7:30 pm.
SPOKEN WORD OPEN MIC - Every first 
Tuesday of the month at Milagro’s, Ashland 
- All ages from 8 to 9 pm, 21 and over after 9 
pm - Free.
ROBBIE DACOSTA - Tuesdays at Granite 
Taphouse, Ashland - 8:30 pm.

CENTRAL POINT
KARAOKE TUESDAYS - The Corner Club, 
Central Point - 9 pm.

GRANTS PASS
TRIVIA NIGHT - First Tuesday of every month - 
Griess Family Brews, Grants Pass - 6 to 8 pm.

MEDFORD
SOUTHERN OREGON JAZZ ORCHESTRA - 1st 
& 3rd Tuesdays at Howiee’s On Front, Medford 
- 7 to 10 pm.
BROKE IN STEREO - Johnny B’s - 9 pm to 1 am.

TALENT
BLUES JAM - Ashland Blues Society Jam - 1st & 
3rd Tuesdays at Little Brown Jug, Talent - 6:30 
pm.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7
ASHLAND
OPEN JAZZ JAM - La Baguette Music Cafe, 
Ashland - 10 am.
SPAGHETTI GAME NIGHT - Board games & 
all-you-can-eat pasta with any wine purchase 
until 9 pm at EdenVale Enoteca, Ashland.
KEN HART - Callahan’s Lodge outside Ashland 
- 6 pm.
I HAVE A DREAM - A concert of Gospel, Soul 
and Funk music - OSF Green Show, Ashland - 
6:45 pm - Free.
OPEN MIC - Theme: “Songs About Work & 
Working” - The Wild Goose, Ashland - Sign-up 
at 7:30 pm, Show at 8 pm - Free Pool from 6 to 
midnight on Wednesdays.
DUMPSTAPHUNK - Historic Ashland Armory 
- Doors open at 8 pm - $30 day of show - 21 
and over.

GRANTS PASS
STEVE KEIM - Heroes American Cafe & Coffee 
Bar, Grants Pass - 6 to 9 pm.

JACKSONVILLE
JEFF KLOETZEL - Wine & Dine at South Stage 
Cellars, Jacksonville - Music 6 to 8 pm - $3 
cover for music in the garden.

MEDFORD
BAD FUTURE - with Post Boredom and 
Something On The Wing - Johnny B’s - 9 pm to 
1 am.
TRIVIA NIGHT - Howiee’s On Front, Medford - 
7 to 9 pm - No cover.
TRIVIA NIGHT - Portal Brewing Company, 
Medford - 7:30 pm.

PHOENIX
OPEN MIC & JAM - Wednesdays at The 
Phoenix Clubhouse, Phoenix - 7 to 10 pm - Free 
and All Ages.

SEPTEMBER 3 - MICHAEL FRANTI & SPEARHEAD AT BRITT IN  JACKSONVILLE

Playing a show?   
Let us know!

Email events@roguevalleymessenger.com
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EVENTS
  Art

MAGICAL REALISM
“She is the Caretaker of the small.  The keeper of 
the small things, that matter in the larger scheme of 
things, that hold our world together by their fragile 
threads of pure joy,” says Denise Kester of her Story 
Art, “Caretaker of the small.”  View this and others 
alongside imaginative needle felted wool sculptures 
by fiber artist Lisa Hamilton.  First Friday Art 
Reception on September 2, 5 - 8 pm at Ashland Art 
Center, 357 E Main St.  Free event.

INNOVATIVE & ABSTRACT
“Discover the haunting images that will arise from 
your own memory as you let your imagination wander 
through Janus’ compelling paintings.”  Featured 
August-September, Janus Innes innovative paintings 
merge abstract with realism to create unique and 
exciting images.  John Lambie is our featured artist, 
whose colorful abstracts in acrylic “bring out the 
sun on even the rainiest day!”  Art du Jour Gallery in 
Medford, 213 E Main St. 

JOURNEY
“Life has taken me on a journey that fuels my love 
of art; from viewing masterworks, to painting with 
friends, all of my experiences enrich my appreciation 
and love of creating paintings.  Each of my paintings 
require a journey from concept to expression.” Judy 
Richardson is the featured artist for the month of 
August, 2016 at Art and Soul Gallery in Ashland, 247 
E Main St. 

DOYLE AND SUGITA
September 1 - October 4, 2016.   Bold and rich 
treatment of botanical forms feature prominently 
in the work of September featured artists and 
printmakers, Tallmadge Doyle and Noriko Sugita.  
Sugita carves wood block plates to create intricate 
layers of pattern and form while Doyle uses a variety 
of methods including aquatint, line etching, drypoint 
and hand coloring with dramatic results.  Artists 
Reception during First Friday Artwalk, September 2, 
5-8 pm.  Hanson Howard Gallery in Ashland, 89 Oak 
St.

MYSTERIOUS CREATURES
August 5 - September 16 in the Main Gallery: 
Mysterious Creatures: Illinois painter James Deeb, 
Utah printmaker Justin Diggle, and Eugene sculptor 
Jud Turner.  Aug 12 - Sept 9 in the Community Gallery: 
Visions of the Abstract: Paintings by Alx Fox.  Aug 
5 - Sep 27 in the Berryman Gallery:  Ashley Clasby.  
The Rogue Gallery and Art Center in Medford, 40 S 
Bartlett St.  

[P]  NATIONAL WATERCOLOR 
SHOW
First Friday, September 2, until until 9 pm.  The public 
is invited to the National Watercolor Show at the 
Grants Pass Museum of Art.  This exhibition features 
31 watercolor paintings from the National Watercolor 
Society.  The artworks were selected from over a 
thousand entries by the jury.  The traveling exhibition 
will be here until September 16, 2016.  Normal 
Museum Hours 10 am to 5 pm.  Free admission.  
Grants Pass Museum of Art, 229 SW G St.

SHIFTING SPACE / SLIDING PLANES
August 18 - September 2, 2016.  Art exhibition by 
Richard Newman.  Thorndike Gallery, Art Bldg at SOU 
in Ashland, 1250 Siskiyou Blvd.

THE FEMALE OF THE SPECIES
“Embracing the circumstances of one’s existence and 
holding one’s own within it, is a woman’s challenge, 
life’s challenge.  Immerse and embrace.  Be held and 
behold.  Engage with your surroundings and hold 
your own strength.  Hold your head above water 
and find your nobility.”  View more of Adele Hiles’ 
inspiring accompaniment to “Embrasser du Regard” 
(Behold) along with the work of over 20 artists during 
this annual, invitational, all women artists show at 
Gallerie Karon in Ashland, 500 A Street #1.

PORTLAND2016
Through September 17, 2016, go to Disjecta 
Contemporary Art Center’s groundbreaking 
“Portland2016: A Biennial of Contemporary Art,” at 
the Schneider Museum of Art, one of 25 different 
participating exhibition spaces across the state of 
Oregon.  Curator Michelle Grabner’s vision is “her 
investigation into regionalism, particularly how 
artists working in specific locations often reflect their 

geography and culture; and, 
more broadly, how these 
local dynamics impact the 
global art world in a time of 
decentralization.”  Docent-
led Tuesday Tours at Noon.  
Schneider Museum of Art 
at SOU in Ashland, 1250 
Siskiyou Blvd. 

Classes
[P]  SALAD IN A 
JAR
Sunday, August 28, 3 
pm.  It’s the Salad in a 
Jar and Super Smoothie 
Party!  Learn how to make 
wonderful, portable salads.  
For Salad in a Jar: bring two 
toppings enough for 8-10 
people, your favorite salad 
dressing and 2-3 wide-
mouth quart mason jars.  
We’ll provide the shakes, 
and you’ll leave with salads 
for the week!  Plus, learn 
how to grow your organic 
produce using 90% less 
water and no weeding!  
RSVP to Kerrie Davis at 541-
944-7896 or kdavis3993@
gmail.com.  Fruitdale Grange in Grants Pass, 1440 
Parkdale Dr.

WEST AFRICAN DANCE CLASS
Monday, August 29, 7 to 8:30 pm.  Join Mamady 
Mansare and Sarah Lee Parker Mansare for a West 
African Dance class at the Ashland Community 
Center, 59 Winburn Way.  Classes are for all levels, 
and everyone is welcome.  $12.

BEGINNING WEST COAST SWING
Wednesdays, September 7-28, and October 5-26, 
from 7-8 pm.  Learn one of the most popular dances 
in the Rogue Valley and around the world!  This 
dance will enhance your enjoyment of moving to any 
style of music.  For ages 14 and older.  Cost is $30 
for 4 classes.  Instructor: Dave Kahn.  The Grove in 
Ashland, 1195 E Main St.

2016 VOLUNTEER TRAINING
Rogue Valley Farm to School is offering volunteer 
training opportunities.  Join us and get involved!  You 
will learn kitchen skills and safety, post-harvest food 
handling, recipe creation and nutrition information, 
as well as tips for student management in an outdoor 
setting and instruction on how to lead hands-on 
lessons in the field.  Orientation Meeting (everyone 
attends) on September 6, 5:30-6:30 pm at the RVF2S 
Office in Ashland, 223 5th Street.  On-Farm Trainings 
(Attend one): Tuesday, September 13, 9:30 am to 2 
pm at The Farm at SOU in Ashland, --OR-- Thursday, 
September 15, 9:30 am to 2 pm at Dunbar Farms in 
Medford.  www.rvfarm2school.org

FELTING FRIDAYS
Every Friday, 3:30 to 5 pm.  Learn the easy and fun art 
of needle-felting wool, and create your own collection 
of cute, furry, and unique animal miniatures!  $10.  All 
materials included. Scholarships available.  Adults 
and children 8+ are welcome to attend classes;  kids 
under 8 with parent supervision.  No prior registration 
required, just drop in on class day.  Ashland Art 
Center, 357 E Main St.

Community
FIBER ON THE FARM
Saturday, August 27, 10 am to 4 pm.  It’s a fiber 
and yarn sale!  Come meet your talented local fiber 
artists and producers.  Check out raw and processed 
fibers, yarn, fiber arts and crafts, pelts, felted art, lart, 
sewn items, farm produce, Spinning and Shearing 
demonstrations, and more!  Get advice on raising 
sheep and goats.  Meet the animals!   Liongate Farm 
in Rogue River, 14314 East Evans Creek Rd.

TIE DAYS
Sat & Sun, Aug 27 & 28, from 9 am to 4 pm.  “Tie 
one on” at the 8th annual Tie Days in Shady Cove.  
100 vendors will be selling funky finds, antiques, arts 
and crafts, collectibles, and more!  Live country and 
rock music all day, plus a local craft beer garden and 

authentic Mexican food prepared by Happy.  Family-
friendly event!  Shady Kate’s in Shady Cove, Oregon.

[P] TRANSPORTATION HEARING
Wednesday, August 31, 5 to 8 pm.  Join us in speaking 
up for people focused transportation in Oregon.  This 
is one of ten such meetings held across the state.  
Medford Public Library, 205 S Central Ave.

HISTORIC HOLLY THEATRE TOURS
Saturday, September 3, from 10 am to 1 pm.  The 
historic Holly Theatre is open for free public tours 
on the first Saturday of each month, from 10 am to 
1 pm.  Tours are offered every half-hour and will last 
approximately 1 hour.  Please be advised that the 
interior of the building is still under construction.  
Visitors are encouraged to wear closed-toe walking 
shoes, and should be comfortable using stairs.  
Accommodations can be made for visitors with 
limited mobility.  Groups of 10 or more and private 
donors may arrange private tours.  Holly Theater in 
Medford, 226 W Sixth St.  Free.

ROGUE GEM & GEOLOGY CLUB YARD 
SALE
Saturday, September 3, 8 am to 2:30 pm.  Calling all 
rockhounds!  It’s the annual Grants Pass Rogue Gem & 
Geology Club yard sale, with 16 families participating!  
In addition to rocks (rough and finished) and other 
rock-related items, you’ll find jewelry, clothing tools, 
plumbing and electric supplies, even a washer, and 
much more!  One day only!  1003 Isham St (Off G 
Street, near Oak & Dimmick intersection), Grants 
Pass.

THURSDAYS AT HISTORIC HANLEY 
FARM
Every Thursday through October, bring a picnic and 
enjoy an evening at Hanley Farm.  However, Third 
Thursdays are special - Pizza Nights with live music!  
Enjoy garden tours and self-guided tours, Docent-
led Hanley Farmhouse Tours ($3-5), and Children’s 
Activities!  Free admission.  Call 913-638-6954, email 
hanleyagriculture@sohs.org.  Hanley Farm in Central 
Point, 1053 Hanley Rd.  

WOMEN IN BLACK - SILENT VIGILS 
FOR PEACE
Meet in Grants Pass, Cave Junction, Roseburg, 
Medford, and Ashland to stand silently for Peace.  
Contact person Ruth Torre, 541-472-5113 or email 
rmtorre11@gmail.com.
In Ashland: Fridays, 12 - 12:30 pm, Ashland Plaza, first 
and third Saturdays, 11 - 11:30 am, Ashland Plaza.
In Medford: Wednesdays, 12 - 12:30 pm, Vogel Plaza, 
corner of Main & Central.
In Grants Pass: first and third Mondays, 12 - 12:30 pm, 
next to the Post Office.  
In Cave Junction: Mondays, 12 - 12:30 pm, County 
Building.
In Roseburg: Fridays, 12 - 12:30 pm, the Fire Station on 
Garden Valley Blvd.

Film
CASABLANCA (1942)
Wednesday, August 31, 2 to 3:45 pm.  You must 
remember this Hollywood classic starring Humphrey 
Bogart and Ingrid Bergman in wartime Morocco, 
1941.  All the elements of the production - story, 
cast, photography, direction, and music - are woven 
expertly together to create a motion picture 
monument that consistently ranks high on lists of the 
greatest movies of all time.  Ashland Branch Library, 
410 Siskiyou Blvd.  Free showing.

[P] OUR TOWN: GOLD HILL
Tuesday, September 6, 8 pm.  Volunteer storytellers 
from Gold Hill, Oregon came together to create the 
first episode in Southern Oregon Public Television’s 
new ‘Our Town’ project, a series designed to capture 
the essence of their spirited community with video, 
images, and memories.  Watch as they share 
stories about some “very Odd Fellows,” gold mining, 
catastrophic floods, dams and dam removals, a 
mysterious vortex, the oldest resident of the local 
cemetery, and much more!  Tune in to SOPTV on 
September 6, 8 pm, when the 90-minutes program 
premieres!

A CELEBRATION OF FILM NOIR
Tuesdays at 8:30 pm, August 23 through September.  
Join us for “Trigger Warnings,” free classic film 
screenings at Hearsay Restaurant.  Watch 6 classic 
films over 6 weeks!  Local professors and literary 
personalities will introduce each film with “intriguing 
trivia, hardboiled dialogues, and notorious historical 
context.”  Hearsay Restaurant in Ashland, 40 South 
First St.  Free.

Food
[P] BLUES, BREWS AND BBQ
Saturday, August 27, 2 to 7 pm.  Join us for the 2nd 
annual “Blues, Brew and BBQ” fundraiser, benefiting 
the Rogue Valley Humane Society.  There will be 
vendors, music, and craft brews!  Tickets are $25 for 
BBQ samples, a first edition glass, parking and music.  
$15 admission includes parking and music.  Age 10 
and younger Free admission.  Tom Pearce Park in 
Grants Pass, 3700 Pearce Park Rd.

COMMUNITY BBQ
Saturday, August 27, 4 to 8 pm.  Lotus Rising Project 
presents a community BBQ to raise funds for Rogue 
Valley Pride 2016 (Oct 3-9).  There will be hot dogs 
and hamburgers, and limited veggie options.  Please 
bring your own drinks.  Cost $5.  Blue Heron Park in 
Phoenix, 4361 Bear Creek Dr.

FARM TO TABLE DINNER
Saturday, August 27, 6 to 9 pm.  Enjoy a four-course 
dinner created by Chef Kristofer, paired with local 
wine.  A donation of $150 or more reserves a seat at 
the table for you!  Visit OurFamilyFarms.org or call 

AUGUST 28, 3 PM - SALAD IN A JAR WORKSHOP AT THE  FRUITDALE GRANGE IN GRANTS PASS

Playing a show?   
Let us know!

Email events@roguevalleymessenger.com
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541-200-9972 to purchase tickets.  Can’t make the 
dinner?  You can still sponsor a local farmer to attend!  
Dunbar Farms in Medford, 2881 Hillcrest Rd.

CORK ‘N FORK
Wednesdays in August, dinners by reservation only 
at 6 pm.  August Menu by Creative Celebrations / 
Karen Caird.  August 31:  Smoked salmon pasta with 
capers, fresh dill and parmesan, mixed green salad 
and crusty bread.  Cost is $10.  Reservations please 
call 541-535-7957.  Paschal Winery in Talent, 1122 
Suncrest Rd.

PHOENIX COMMUNITY DINNER
Thursdays, August 25 and September 8, 2016.  On 
the 2nd & 4th Thursdays of each month, the Phoenix 
Community Kitchen hosts dinner from 5 - 7 pm.  
Everyone is welcome, bring your neighbors and 
friends. First Presbyterian Church in Phoenix, 121 W 
Second St.  Info:  541-535-1119.

POTLUCK LUNCHEON
On the third Tuesday of each month from 11:30 am 
to 1 pm, join LGBTQ Elders and Allies for a potluck 
luncheon.  Please bring your ideas for building the 
LGBT Community and a dish to share.  A $2 donation 
for drinks is suggested.  Rogue Valley Unitarian 
Universalist Fellowship in Ashland, 87 Fourth St.  Free.

TASTY TUESDAYS
Tuesday, September 6, from 4:30 to 5:30 pm.  A 
free hot meal for families only.  Children must be 
accompanied by a parent or guardian.  First and third 
Tuesdays of every month.  Upstairs at the 1st United 
Methodist Church in Ashland, Wesley Hall, 175 N 
Main St.

ROGUE VALLEY GROWERS & 
CRAFTERS MARKETS
ASHLAND TUESDAY MARKET: Tuesdays, from 8:30 
am - 1:30 pm, National Guard Armory, 1420 E Main 
St.  March through November.
ASHLAND SATURDAY MARKET: Saturdays, from 
8:30 am - 1 pm, Oak Street in the Heart of Downtown.  
May 7 through October 29, 2016.
MEDFORD THURSDAY MARKET: Thursdays, from 
8:30 am - 1:30 pm, Hawthorne Park, 501 E Main St.  
March through November.
MEDFORD SATURDAY MARKET: Saturdays, from 
9:30 am - 1:30 pm, The Commons (6th & Bartlett).  
May through October.
TALENT ARTISANS & GROWERS MARKET: Friday 
evenings, all summer from 5:30 to 8:30 pm (or dusk).  
Located across from Talent City Hall at Main St. and 
John St.

UNCLE FOODS DINER FREE 
COMMUNITY MEAL
Every Tuesday, from 4:30 pm to 5:30 pm.  Wesley 
Hall, 1st United Methodist Church in Ashland, 175 

N Main St.  Want to help?  We need cooks, servers, 
and clean up volunteers.  Contact Director of Uncle 
Foods Diner, Maren Faye, at marenfayecatering@
yahoo.com.

Kids & Family
POKESCIENCE
Saturday, September 3, 10 am to 6 pm.  Join us 
for a scientific Pokemon scavenger hunt at the 
ScienceWorks Gym!  Catch Pokemon and join in fun 
activities and demonstrations based on Pokemon 
types.  Free with museum admission.  ScienceWorks 
Hands-On Museum in Ashland, 1500 E Main St.

ARCHERY FOR TEENS
Wednesdays starting September 7, 2016, from 3:45-
4:30 pm.  Once the school day is over, head down 
to the The Grove to learn new skills, challenge your 
friends in fun target shooting games and relieve some 
stress!  Pre-register online at ashland.or.us.register.  4 
classes for $60, 10 classes for $120 (save $30).  On 
first Wednesdays of each month, check out a single 
archery class for just $8.  Instructor: Lloyd Canty.  The 
Grove in Ashland, 1195 E Main St.

BILINGUAL STORYTIME
Saturdays at 12 pm.  A Bilingual Storytime, in English 
and Spanish, will be presented in White City on 
Saturdays beginning on May 14.  Storytime is a great 
opportunity to encourage an interest in books and 
reading and help young children develop important 
socialization skills.  Ideal for children ages three 
years old and older.  White City Branch Library, 3143 
Avenue C.  541-864-8880 or visit jcls.org.

SCHOOL SUPPLIES FOR FAMILIES IN 
NEED
Monday, August 29 through Thursday, September 1, 
from 3 to 6 pm each day.  St. Vincent de Paul will be 
giving free Kindergarten - 12th grade school supplies 
for the 2016-2017 school year to Jackson County 
children in need.  Parents will be asked to show their 
Oregon Trail cards or Oregon Health Plan cards.  We 
will also require proof of identification for each of 
the students.  Dining Room of St. Vincent de Paul in 
Medford, 2424 N Pacific Hwy.  Questions?  541-772-
3828.

Meetings
BEE CLUB
Wednesdays, from 9 am to noon.  “Get to know bees 
in a profound and unique way.”  Drop-ins welcome, 
bee-ginners too!  Meets weekly, March through 
October.  Organic & treatment-free.  Location in the 

back meadow at the Jackson Wellsprings, 2253 Hwy 
99 N, Ashland.  $10-$20. Email laurafergusonabc@
gmail.com or visit collegeofthemelissae.com.  

BINGO
Sunday, September 18.  Third Sunday of every month, 
from 4 to 7 pm.  $1 per game.  Game proceeds are 
split evenly between winning players and the house.  
Snacks and beverages are available.  541-846-7501.  
Applegate Valley Community Grange, 3901 Upper 
Applegate Rd, 4 miles south of Ruch, Oregon.

CENTRAL POINT COMMUNITY 
MEETING
Thursday, September 1, 6 to 7 pm.  Citizens are able 
to share information about their neighborhoods 
and speak with police officers about any questions 
they may have.  Central Point officers will give 
informational updates about crime trends in our 
community.  Join us, enjoy some coffee and light 
refreshments, and meet your community and officers. 
Central Point Police Department, 155 S 2nd St.

BOOKS ON SATURDAY
Third Saturdays each month, from 10 to 11 am.  A 
meeting of readers discussing books they have read 
in the previous month.  September 17, October 15, 
November 19, and December 17, 2016.  Adams Room, 
Medford Library.  This event replaces “Books@4.”  

2ND TUESDAY BOOK CLUB:  Let’s discuss 
books!  3 to 4:30 pm.  Next is September 13: The 
Nightingale, by Kristin Hannah.  October 11: The Gift 
of Rain, by Tai Twan Eng.  Ashland Branch Library, 410 
Siskiyou Blvd.

[P] THE ALCHEMIST
Thursday, September 1, 6 to 7 pm.  This month’s 
theme is Wanderlust.  Meet and discuss our 
September read, The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho.  The 
Alchemist follows a young Andalusian shepherd in 
his journey to Egypt, after having a recurring dream of 
finding treasure there.  The Alchemist, first published 
in 1988 and originally written in Portuguese, has 
been translated into 80 languages (New York Times, 
2015), making Coelho the world’s most translated 
living author, per the 2009 Guinness World Records.  
Rogue Roasters in Grants Pass, 610 SW Sixth St.

CHESS CLUB
Saturdays, 4 to 7 pm.  Grants Pass Chess is an 
informal group of local chess players and those 
wanting to learn more about the game.  Every level 
is welcome!  Rogue Roasters in Grants Pass, 610 SW 
K St.  Free. 

DEATH CAFE
At Death Cafes, people come together in a relaxed 
and safe setting to discuss life and death, drink tea and 
eat delicious sweets and cake.  Suggested donation 

$10.  Location sent with confirmation email.  
Please RSVP on our site, AshlandDeathCafe.
com.  Email AshlandDeathCafe@gmail.com.

NONVIOLENT 
COMMUNICATION PRACTICE 
GROUP
Meets every Tuesday, from 4:15 to 5:45 pm.  
Anyone who has had an NVC course and 
wants to practice is welcome.  Bring your book, 
NonViolent Communication by Marshall B. 
Rosenberg, Ph D. and drop in, or come regularly.  
Gift exchanges welcome.  Questions?  Contact 
Joanna Niemann, joannawn@yahoo.com.  
Ashland Branch Library, 410 Siskiyou Blvd.

PINOCHLE
Wednesdays, 6:30 pm.  Play Pinochle!  New 
to the game?  Come learn the ropes, but 
competition can be fierce!  Plus, every last 
Wednesday of the month we’ll have a potluck 
starting at 6 pm, games at 6:30 pm.  Ashland 
Community Center, 59 Winburn Way by Lithia 
Park.

TALK STORY AT THE APPLEGATE 
LIBRARY
Saturday, September 10, 7 pm.  Every Second 
Saturday of the month, join us for Talk Story 
with David Kennedy.  Talk Story, known in 
Hawaii as mo’olelo, is a respected tradition in 
many cultures where the personal sharing of 
important stories preserves them for future 
generations.  Sit with other members of your 
community and share stories from your life.  
You may come and listen or let your voice be 

heard.  Bring the kids, the grandparents, or anyone 
in between!  Applegate Branch Library, 18485 North 
Applegate Rd.  Free.

VETERANS FOR PEACE
Wednesday, September 7, 6 pm.  The Rogue Valley 
Veterans for Peace Chapter 156 meets on the first 
Wednesday of each month at 6:30 pm at a rotating 
location.  For further information or to arrange 
transportation to the meeting, call Ivend Holen in 
Medford at 541-779-5392 or visit veteransforpeace.
org.

Presentations
[P] GREEN DRINKS
Sunday, August 28, 7 to 9 pm.  Cascadia Subduction 
Zone: Earthquakes and Tsunami Hazards, along 
with some Sea Level Observations.  Dr. Jason “Jay” 
Patton has been studying paleoearthquakes and 
paleotsunamis for almost 20 years.  Feel free to bring 
your own snacks!  Doors open at 6:30 pm, Lecture 
at 7 pm.  Wild Wines in Jacksonville, 4550 Little 
Applegate Rd.  Free. 

WORDS AND WINE
Friday, August 28, 6 to 8 pm.  Author Stacy Bannerman 
will read from her book, Homefront 911.  Bannerman, 
a nationally recognized advocate for military families, 
chronicles how the disappearance of the American 
Homefront, which traditionally has been rallied to 
support the nation’s war efforts, has contributed to 
the crisis in today’s military and veteran families.  
Weisinger Family Winery in Ashland, 3150 Siskiyou 
Blvd.

THE VACCINE-FRIENDLY PLAN
Thursday, September 1, 7 pm.  Parents are hungry 
for the most current, evidence-based research 
when seeking guidance for their children’s health, 
especially as they confront the hot-button issue of 
vaccinations.  But the current debate offers only an 
“all” or a “nothing” approach.  Enter Dr. Paul Thomas, 
M.D., and Dr. Jennifer Margulis, PhD, authors of “The 
Vaccine-Friendly Plan: Dr. Paul’s Safe and Effective 
Approach to Immunity and Health - From Pregnancy 
Through Your Child’s Teen Years.”  Author Talk at 
Bloomsbury Books in Ashland, 290 E Main St.  Free 
event.

ELEANOR
Wednesday, September 7, 7 pm.  In his major 
publishing debut, Jason Gurley blends the tragic 
and the fantastic in ‘Eleanor,’ a novel about a girl 
who bends time and space in an attempt to save her 
wounded family.  Join Jason as he shares a reading 
from the novel and Eleanor’s unique journey to 
bookshelves.  Event was originally scheduled for May 

SEPTEMBER 2, 5 PM - VIEW WOOL SCULPTURE SPIRIT GUARDIANS  BY LISA HAMILTON AT ASHLAND ART 
CENTER



AUGUST 25 – SEPTEMBER 8, 2016   /  THE ROGUE VALLEY MESSENGER  /  19 

EVENTS

19, now it’s Sept 7.  Bloomsbury Books in Ashland, 
290 E Main St.  Free event.

Sports & Outdoor
DISK GOLF FUNTEST
Saturday, August 27, Noon to 2 pm.  This event is 
free and for all ages!  We’ll be taking a trip around 
the Riverside Park 9 Hole course, playing Ace Shots 
and other planned shots.  There will be prizes for each 
basket and a Grand Prize: the NEW Innova Backpack 
Disc Bag!  Riverside Park in Grants Pass, 304 SE East 
Park St.

[P] ROGUE VALLEY CHALLENGE 
RELAY
Saturday, September 3, 10 am.  The 100k Relay begins 
and all races end at Blue Heron Park in Phoenix.  The 
50k Run and the 50k High School Relay begin at 
Madrone Trail Public Charter School, 3070 Ross Lane 
in Central Point.  Race Day Registration packet pick-
up 9-10 am.  100k 11am-noon.  50k 10:30 am.  50k 
High School Relay 10:30 am.

HYDROPLANE RACE
Sat, Sept 3 - Practice at Giffin Park 9 to 11 am.  Sun, 
Sept 4 - Time Trials at Griffin Park 11 am to 1 pm.  
Mon, Sept 5 - Race Day: Griffin Park to Baker Park, 
starts at Noon.  Spectators stay back 50 feet from the 
river’s edge. Griffin County Park in Grants Pass, 500 
Griffin Rd.

SATURDAY MORNING BIRD WALK
Saturday, September 10, from 8 to 9 am.  Stroll 
through North Mountain Park in Ashland with local 
birding experts from the Rogue Valley.  This will be 
an opportunity to see and hear a variety of birds 
that spend the summer in our region.  Binoculars 
and field guides will be available for check-out.  All 
ages welcome.  2nd Saturday of each month at North 
Mountain Park in Ashland, 620 N Mountain Ave.  
Free.

[P] LEARN AND FLOAT WITH 
ROGUE RIVERKEEPER
Sunday, September 18, 12 to 3 pm.  Join monthly trips 
to talk and learn about important issues in the Rogue 
Basin while floating a different section of the Rogue 
River each month and focusing on specific topics 
pertinent to that area.  Sun, Sep 18: Topic: Salmon & 
Steelhead - Touvelle Park to Fisher’s Ferry Boat Ramp, 
12-3 pm.  There will be two boats guided by staff, 
space limited to 12 people.  We invite those who have 
their own rafts, kayaks, drift boats, SUPs, etc to come 
out and float with us as well!  $10 suggested donation 
for members, $35 non-members.  Call or email Robyn 
to RSVP, 541-488-9831, robyn@rogueriverkeeper.

GROUP MOUNTAIN 
BIKING
Cycle Analysis hosts a 
two hour Mountain Bike 
ride on the Britt Trails in 
Jacksonville or John’s Peak, 
which has 200 miles of 
trail.  Come enjoy good 
food, friends, and a great 
ride.  Everyone is welcome.  
Helmets mandatory at all 
times, lights in the winter.  
Wednesday nights at 6 pm.  
Cycle Analysis, 535 N Fifth 
St., Jacksonville, Oregon.  
Free.

Stage
AUDITION FOR THE 
ADDAMS FAMILY
Sunday August 28, 2 to 5 
pm.  Join the Teen Musical 
Theater of Oregon family at 
auditions for our fall 2016 
production of The Addams 
Family!  Registration starts 
at 2 pm.  A mandatory 
parent meeting (for new and 
returning families) begins at 

2:30 pm.  Auditions 3-5 pm.  Callbacks September 
1, 6:30-8:30 pm at the Craterian.  Rehearsals begin 
September 12.  Performances October 27-29.  The 
Craterian Theater in Medford, 23 S Central Ave.

CHICAGO
July 14 - September 11, 2016.  Convicted and sent to 
death row, Roxie and another “Merry Murderess” 
Velma Kelly, vie for the spotlight and the headlines, 
ultimately joining forces in search of the “American 
Dream”: fame, fortune and acquittal.  $25 - $39.  The 
Oregon Cabaret Theatre, 241 Hargadine St, Ashland, 
Oregon.

IT’S IN YOU!  BRINGING CHARACTERS 
TO THE SURFACE
Saturday, September 3, 12 pm.  Based on life 
experiences, we already have a wealth of characters 
living inside of us.  They are the people we live with, 
work with, and even strangers we encounter every 
day.  This workshop uses personal experience, 
point-of-view, and muscle memory to help create 
rich characters.  Once you’re acting through the 
eyes of a character - the rest takes care of itself!  
Instructor: Jamie Campbell.  Tuition: $25, limited to 
16 participants.  Camelot Theatre in Talent, 101 Talent 
Ave.  CamelotTheatre.org.

OREGON SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL
Now playing:  Great Expectations, Timon of Athens, 
Twelfth Night, The River Bride, Roe, The Winter’s 
Tale, The Wiz, Hamlet, Richard III, The Yeoman of 
the Guard, and Vietgone.  Also see Festival Noon 
events (at 12 pm), which are led by OSF actors and 
directors, scholars and theatre artists from around 
the country, who share their insights about the plays, 
playwrights and theatre in general at Carpenter Hall 
and Bill Patton Garden at OSF. Oregon Shakespeare 
Festival in downtown Ashland, 15 S Pioneer St.  541-
482-4331, osfashland.org. 

TAKING STEPS
September 8 & 9 at 7:30 pm, and September 10 at 2 
pm.  In this raucous comedy, six people come together 
in a dilapidated three-story Victorian house over the 
course of one frenetic night and morning.  Can this 
eccentric cast of characters take the necessary steps 
to make the right choices and get on with their lives?  
The Evening News calls it, “a farce of riotous delight.” 
Tickets are $18.  Craterian Theater in Medford, 23 S 
Central Ave.

Wellness
ASHLAND HEALTH RESOURCES & 
SERVICES
Medical & Dental: Low or no cost - Tuesdays from 1-4 
pm at La Clinica Van parked by the United Methodist 
Church (corner of Laurel & N Main Street in Ashland).  
Medical Help:  Low cost - Rogue Community 
Health (accepts OHP) located at 99 Central Ave in 
Ashland, Mon-Fri, 8-5 pm (Please Call First, 541-
482-9741).  Ashland Community Resource Center 
offers assistance in locating necessary resources for 

a variety of needs, located at 572 Clover Lane, 541-
631-2235, Mon-Fri, 9 am - 2 pm.  Street Dogs:  Offers 
limited dog food, collars, and low cost or free spay/
neutering services, call 541-816-6035.

FIRST SATURDAY YOGA
First Saturdays of the month, from 10:30 to 11:45 
pm.  Reservations required.  541-245-1133.  DANCIN 
Vineyards in Medford, 4477 S Stage Rd.

ASHLAND CONSCIOUS DANCE
Every Wednesday & Friday night, from 8 to 10 pm 
at The Dance Space in Ashland, 280 E Hersey St., 
#10.  Also Every Sunday morning, from 9 to 11 am 
at Studio Z in Ashland, 280 E Hersey St., #1.  Visit 
AshlandConsciousDance.org.  

ACRO YOGA
Tuesdays, 7:30 - 9 pm.  Acro Yoga, with Jamie Cooper 
and Jacob Wood, is a form of partner work that 
combines yoga and acrobatics.  In each class you will 
learn the foundational work and basic poses for a fun 
and safe experience.  No previous acro experience is 
required.  Come alone or bring a friend, and be ready 
to have fun and challenge yourself.  Rasa provides 
thick gymnastic mats for safety.  Drop-in price: $12.  
Rasa Yoga in Ashland, 217 4th St.

ACROYOGA AT ROGUE ROCK GYM
Fridays, from 10:30 am - 12 pm.  A playful and 
invigorating partner acrobatics class is the best way 
to start your day and weekend!  Join Liz and Emily, 
experienced acro yogis who love sharing this practice 
and building the acro community.  Make friends, build 
strength and learn a fun and dynamic movement 
practice built on trust, communication, and creativity!  
$10 drop-in rate.  Rogue Rock Gym in Medford, 3001 
Samike Dr.

FAMILY MASSAGE CLASSES
Learn wholeness through massage.  Know yourself 
and others and how to help both!  Couples & Singles 
Massage: Mondays, Tuesdays or Thursdays at 6:30 
pm.  Pregnant Partners:  Wednesdays, 6:30 pm.  
Parent-Baby Massage: Saturdays at 10:30 am.  Family 
Massage Education Center in Ashland, 77 Manzanita 
St. 

ZUMBA
Starts Wednesday, September 7, 2016.  Zumba, 
or “Exercise in Disguise,” mixes low and high-
intensity moves for an interval-style, calorie burning 
dance fitness party.  It combines cardio, muscle 
conditioning, balance and flexibility for a total body 
energy boosting workout.  Pre-register online at 
ashland.or.us/register.  Mondays, 5:30-6:30 pm and 
Wednesdays, 9:30-10:30 am.  For ages 18+ (16 & 17 
with parental consent).  6 classes for $50, 12 for $90.  
The Grove in Ashland, 1195 E Main St.

THROUGH SEPTEMBER 16, VIEW JUSTIN DIGGLE’S ‘’CONTROLLING  
IDENTITY’’ AT THE ROGUE GALLERY & ART CENTER IN MEDFORD

SEPTEMBER 5 - WATCH HYDROPLANE RACING AT GRIFFIN PARK IN GRANTS PASS

Email:  
events@roguevalleymessenger.com
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Fortune’s Folly
Jam Band Goes Pop Rock
BY TYRELL TRIMBLE

The independent music scene has 
produced an abundance of crossover 
genres and odd polysyllabic descrip-
tors. But even with all these new-
found labels some bands still don’t 
fit into a neat little package, like For-
tune’s Folly. The Eugene band’s sound 
compacts all the riffy goodness ex-
pected from a traditional jam band 
into a catchy pop package. Though 
it may be difficult to put a finger on 
which genre they belong to, you can 
be sure they’ll be ripping it up Friday, 
Sept., 9 at Howiee’s in Medford.

This visit to the Rogue Valley also 
marks a homecoming for the group’s 
frontwoman, Calysta Cheyenne, who 
grew up in Southern Oregon and at-
tended Ashland High School. This 
show should prove to be a treat for 
fans of blues and danceable pop alike, 

because despite the band’s mea-
ger four-piece lineup, each member 
brings to the table a litany of influence 
resulting in a rich and complex sound. 

“Every time we try to define our-
selves and write down our genre it 
always becomes a laundry list,” says 
Cheyenne. “It’s like ‘how can we nar-
row this down to one thing.’ Techni-
cally I think we are very pop based in 
our writing style, our songs are four 
to five minutes and definitely hook 
based with a focus on the chorus. 
then we have lots of elements of soul-
fulness, funk, and jazz even. I think 
we’ve decided we’re alt-rock.”

Pop elements aside, Fortune’s Folly 
are not afraid to make less than subtle 
winks to their blues and jazz roots. 
Cheyenne’s sultry vocal melodies are 
propped up by a defining funk foun-

dation provided by bassist Jesse San-
chez, and the smooth blues lickings of 
Ira Manzie.

“I know that’s what I was raised 
on,” says Cheyenne. “It has that ele-
ment of nostalgia, where people are 
missing hearing those sounds that 
you grew up with. I think there’s al-
ways a desire for what’s not right in 
your face. You know you turn on the 
radio and there’s this kind of pop mu-
sic in your face, then you go to a clas-
sic station and you get all the old stuff. 
Now bands like the Alabama Shakes, 
and groups that are getting super 
popular bring those vintage sounds 
back into the hip scene.”

Though Fortune’s Folly is a rela-
tively young project they’re looking 
to move forward with a new EP set 
for release Halloween weekend. For-

tune’s Folly can be sure they won’t be 
going it alone thanks to their devoted 
and sizable audience on the Eugene 
scene.

“It’s really cool being able to be in a 
band here,” says Cheyenne. “The fans 
are really cool people and it’s a bless-
ing to have people who show up to 
every show, our kind of diehard fans. 
Seeing their faces and having people 
sing along with the lyrics literally 
brings tears to my eyes and is what 
keeps us going.”

SOUND

YOU CAN SMELL THE JAM EVEN AT THIS DISTANCE
PHOTO COURTESY OF FORTUNE’S FOLLY

FORTUNE’S FOLLY
9 pm Fri., September 9 

Howiee’s on Front, 16 N. Front St., Medford
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Real talk: this reporter has been waiting 
for this review for awhile. Not to write it 
necessarily, but to have the album to write 
it about. Impulse Control first crossed al-
most two years ago. I loved their live sets, 
but their existing recordings were thin, 
and sad-sounding.

But on Thursday, August 18, the band fi-
nally dropped its actual debut, an 11-track 
collection called Welcome to the Fold.

The album has thicker, more driving gui-
tar tones than the band’s earlier recordings, 
accenting the pop-punk foundations of its 
sound. But even with the lock-tight rhythm 
section of John Johns on bass, and beats 
courtesy of the freakishly metronome-
like Max Malcomb, the overall effect leans 
more power-pop than pop punk, largely 
because of the vocals of singer Tim Duryea, 
who, even at his loudest and most intense, 
comes across about as dangerous as a warm 
glass of milk. Or, as the band describes it, 
“slightly ironic, mostly loud, kinda quiet, a 
little awkward, fun at times.” You can hear 
bits of Weezer, Matthew Sweet, Phantom 
Planet, and Death Cab for Cutie. And there 
ain’t nothing wrong with any of that.

The album opens with its title track, 
“Welcome to the Fold,” a peppy, major-key 
rocker about trying to balance adulthood 

with the teen-
age bliss of 
playing in a 
rock and roll 
band. “I’m 
fine with 
growing up, 
but I don’t 
want to grow 
old,” singer 
Tim Duryea, 
coos in the 
song’s bridge.

The second 
track “Here 
I Stand,” is a 
slightly faster 
rocker, built 
around alter-
nating back 
and forth be-
tween stacca-
to chords and 

a quick palm-muted run of high notes.
Another standout is the jump-tempo sin-

galong, “You’ve Got to Be Kidding Me,” in 
which they added a nice synth line to com-
pliment the ever-so witty lyrics like, “You 
clap on one and three, you got got got to be 
kidding me.”

The album closes with “Lonely Soul Wa-
tering Hole,” a half-time strummer about 
the time-honored rock tradition of drink-
ing in a dive bar. “I’ll be quite honest, this 
is not what I was promised,” Duryea sings.

Not included are the band’s great covers 
of Taylor Swift and Britney Spears.

Impulse Control writes good—arguably 
great—songs, with solid melodies, great 
riffs, and clever wordplay. But the truth is 
they aren’t always the most charismatic 
band on stage, so those qualities are often—
sadly—lost in the din of local dives. But on 
Welcome to the Fold, they shine. The songs 
drive, the hooks catch, and the production 
is really good. They’ve set a high bar for 
pop-rock in Southern Oregon this year. Ev-
ery other band is now on notice to up their 
game.

Welcome to the Fold is available as a paid 
download on Bandcamp, and on hard cop-
ies at the band’s performances.

Rogue SoundsFreedom In More 
Ways Than One 
Whetherman at Oberon’s
BY JORDAN MARIE MARTINEZ

Whether signed onto a label or pursuing music independently, the 
life of a touring musician requires an incredible amount of hard work—
not to mention talent. But solo artist Whetherman almost makes the 
independent musician’s life look easy.

“I think the largest struggle I have been dealing with is time man-
agement,” he says. “Being disciplined to make your own business 
hours, juggling several tasks at the same time, trying to stay on top of 
what is priority is all very difficult.” 

Whetherman, aka Nicholas Williams, will be bringing that time-
managing juggling act to Oberon’s in Ashland Saturday, September 3. 
The show is part of his Autumn Calling Tour, which began in Sac-
ramento and will carry him through much of the Pacific Northwest. 
Whetherman tours extensively, and for long periods of time. That 
heavy schedule may come with challenges, but he’s also been able to 
reap the benefits of creating music and sharing it with others in vari-
ous areas of the world.

“I’m currently living out a dream that I set out to accomplish a long 
time ago,” he says. “There’s not many things better than that.”

He started out in 2007, creating original folk and americana music. 
He is now nine years, seven albums in, and has toured throughout the 
U.S. and into Europe. All of this Williams has done without signing 
onto any label. 

“It would take a very special label at this point to be able work with 
me,” he says. “I don’t say that just because I would be difficult to work 
with as far as giving up creative control…but also because a label 
doesn’t want a person like me…I’m at the point now where I am fit to 
select people that I trust working with to fill positions that would be 
offered by a label.”

Whetherman’s work has been described as “sunny, soulful music 
that is irresistible” by the Indie Music Review. BBC Radio character-
izes it as “completely beautiful. An absolute delight to the ears.”

For the show at Oberon’s, he hopes the audience finds “something 
that was said, sung, or some chord played that relates to them. That 
can be anything from feeling comfortable and safe, to happy, to reflec-
tive, to hopeful, to inspired. I hope everyone walks away with some-
thing that is intangible and positive for them.”

PHOTO CREDIT: JOSH WESSOLOWSKI

WHETHERMAN
8 pm Sat., September 3

Oberon’s Restaurant & Bar, 45 N Main St., Ashland
Free

Impulse Control’s New Album 
is Too Smooth for Punk, Too 
Good to Ignore
BY JOSH GROSS
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MIND YOUR 
BUSINESS

While this backpack is more 
about camping than campus, we 
thought that this new backpack 
company, ME-2 Packs, was the 
right person to track down for our 
Back-to-School Mind Your Busi-
ness column. Currently hosting a 
Kickstarter campaign, Candace 
Spears is hoping to introduce her 
strap-free backpack to the region. 
A patented design, the ME-2 Pack 
redistributes weight from the neck 
and shoulders to the waist. 

Rogue Valley Messenger: Was 
there an “a-ha” moment that you 
realized you either/both wanted 

to design a new style of backpack, 
and/or start your own business?

Candace Spears: There was an “a-ha” moment! After I survived a near drown-
ing accident in 2010 in which I suffered a neck injury that later led to surgery of 
a double cervical fusion and discectomy. Now I cannot have weight on my shoul-
ders. I cannot wear a seatbelt correctly or carry a purse, let alone a standard 
backpack with weight bearing down on my shoulders. 

I was not content to accept that my hiking and backpacking days were over. I 
thought, “Why can’t there be a backpack with no shoulder straps?” This frustra-
tion led to creation, which got my hike back!              

This pack has allowed me to continue with my life-long passion of hiking and 
enjoying the great outdoors. 

RVM: Do you remember the first sketch or drawing of the backpack? Was 
it on the back of a napkin? 

CS: My sketch was on the back of the electric bill. I later got a sketch pad that 
I filled.

RVM: What is your business background? 
CS: I really have no business background that transfers from the concept to a 

product. Going through the patent process, prototyping, and now venturing to a 
new Kickstarter launch on Aug. 19 has been exciting and scary. 

RVM: What is it about southern Oregon that you think supports startup 
businesses?

CS: I have received support by the Umpqua Business Center and the SBDC 
of Roseburg through the Rain concept Competition as second place winner of 
$2000 and a virtual office space, advisors, and comradery.  Local businesses 
have also reached out to network, partner and be sponsors for ME2, such as 
Waldron’s Outdoor Recreation Store, the Loft of Roseburg for local entrepre-
neurs to gather and listen to monthly local guest speakers and our own rural 
Lookingglass Community general store. The greatest motivational support I 
have found has been from the Women’s Entrepreneurs of Southern Oregon in 
Medford, Oregon (WESO).

RVM: What is it about southern Oregon that you think might be an ob-
stacle for success or growth in your business?

CS: Not having other professionals with the experience in smaller manufac-
turing and distribution.

RVM: Everybody needs some downtime away from their jobs. Is there 
an irony that you’ve perhaps created your recreation (hiking, climbing) as 
your business?

CS: No! I just got off the PCT (Pacific Crest Trail) after hiking 32 miles with 
my good friend Shay in which we enjoyed views that regenerated each of us and 
made Shay say, “This view makes me understand that I am grateful, because I 
have enough, I have everything I need, and I am at peace.”

Spotlight On: 
ME-2 Packs
BY PHIL BUSSE

PHOTO COURTESY OF ME2-PACKS

Avoid the line and call  
ahead for quick pick-up!  

541-488-7717  

Open 7am-8pm every day

located at 163 N. Pioneer St,  
Ashland, OR.  

Right next door to Gil’s! 

RUBY’S WOULDN’T BE THE 
SAME WITHOUT YOU! 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR 

SUPPORT THROUGH 5 YEARS 
OF ALMOST CONSTANT 

CONSTRUCTION!

Legendary 
breakfast 

burritos, ecLectic 
sandwiches, 

amazing daiLy 
speciaLs.
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FOOD & Drink

From The Earth Soda lives up to its 
name—all organic ingredients, fresh 
from the farm and keg. A new vendor at 
local farmer’s markets, From The Earth 
also has expanded to Immortal Spirits, 
Buttercloud, Bricktowne Brewing Co, 
and Café 116. And, in the process, this 
Ashland company is setting a standard 
for craft sodas, with ginger ale, cream 
soda, and lemon soda as the staples, and 
sensational seasonal flavors on rotation 
as well (think blood orange and peach). 

“Quality of ingredients is super im-
portant. Ginger for the ginger ale comes 
from a friend’s farm in Costa Rica,” says 
Cat Lipsky, owner and brewer. And that 
familiarity and connection to the ingre-
dients is important, according to Lipsky, 
because she can vet for quality and ethi-
cal farming practices. She also adds that, 
“The Madagascar vanilla is free trade 
and organic.” In fact, all of the ingredi-
ents in Lipsky’s sodas are organic, even 
the cane sugar. 

“We use half the amount of sugar too,” 
she adds, making the soda great for kids 
and mixed drinks alike.

Along with quality ingredients, From 

The Earth utilizes refillable growlers for 
environmentally conscious packaging. 
Buy a soda at the market, and bring back 
the trendy growler bottle to try a new 
flavor the next week. Smaller, single use 
glass bottles are available as well. Getting 
soda from a keg keeps it fresher and more 
effervescent—the ingredients stay more 
alive, so to speak. 

Wine making was Lipsky’s original 
calling. As a student studying beverage 
management Lipsky says she took a beer 
brewing class in her final years of col-
lege that, “lit a fire.” After graduation, 
she headed west to start her own home-
brewing supply company. A brewer who 
has won awards for her unique beers, 
Lipsky eventually decided to settle in 
Ashland where she’s been busy getting 
her business off the ground. 

In a region saturated with beer mak-
ers and breweries, Lipsky is happy to fill 
the soda niche. However, beer is her first 
love. Lipsky says someday she hopes to 
have her own brewery, where she can ex-
pand to make beer as well. 

Before delving into soda making, Lip-
sky says she used to experiment brewing 

with herbs like rosemary and sage, some-
thing she’s eager to get back to. She’d like 
to eventually offer beer that is typical of 
the area, with a fun twist. For now, soda 
is the stepping-stone to beer making that 
Lipsky is putting all her energy towards.

“I’d love to have a taproom, and be at 
growler fill stations,” Lipsky says, as she’s 
brewing out of a shared kitchen in Ash-
land at the moment. 

Dedicated to deliciousness as well as 
quality, Lipsky’s goals also include some-
day being a ‘farm-to-bottle’ company. 
Also on Lipsky’s horizon is growing her 
own ingredients—like mint, hops, and 
ginger. 

Currently, From The Earth soda can 
be found at the Thursday market in Med-
ford, the Tuesday market in Ashland, and 
the Sunday market in Jacksonville. As 
well, bottles can be purchased at Immor-
tal Spirits, Bricktowne Brewing Co., and 
Buttercloud in Medford, and Café 116 in 
Ashland. Lispky is also working on get-
ting more of her soda on taps at growler 
fill stations in the Rogue Valley.

EVEN GOATS GO FOR FROM THE EARTH SODA!      
PHOTO CREDIT: CAT LIPSKY

From The Earth
Ashland’s Newest Craft Soda Company
BY ELISE HERRON RESTAURANT, SOCIAL 

HUB, AND EXCLUSIVE 
TAP ROOM OF

(541)474-4991
121 SW H St.

Grants Pass, OR 97526
www.thehaulgp.com

CHECK OUT OUR EVENTS IN THE  

LIVE MUSIC SECTION OF THIS PAPER!
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CULTURE

It takes about 30 minutes for OSF’s production of The Wiz to fully warm up. 
Up until then, the theatrical production—a retelling of the familiar “Wizard 
of Oz”—has been pleasant and easy-going with some moments of good humor 
and gospel energy.

But half-an-hour in, when Dorothy, played cheerfully by Britney Simpson, 
finally uncorks with her first solo, the production begins to reach its real po-
tential, like the fuse on a glitter bomb finally reaching its ignition. It isn’t that 
this number is a massive production like many of the other cabaret and dance 
numbers throughout the production, but it is the first moment when there is 
true ballast to The Wiz. In fact, there are no antics in this number, as Simpson 
sings about doubt and fear with just a spotlight on her. But her voice is as en-
chantingly strong and steady as a jazz singer, and the story about self-discov-
ery finally begins to move forward.

This number backs up directly to the introduction of the Scarecrow, which 
J. Cameron Barnett plays with vigor and breakdancing flexibility. Unlike the 
previous scene, with a single spotlight focused on Dorothy and her single voice 
holding the auditorium rapt, the Scarecrow number is a full-staged “Soul 
Train” production. With four crows flanking him—dressed sexy head to toe 
in black, and wearing swooping three foot black helmets—the dance number 
starts up with staging that would make M.J. proud. From there, the scene cre-
scendos into a thrilling (yes, intentional word choice) choreography and Cam-
eron establishing himself in the snap of a fingers as a magnetic dancer. 

It is this flexibility and fluidity in the staging, moving from simple solos to 

stunning big-stage numbers, that keeps OSF’s production of The Wiz engaging, 
delightful and enchanting throughout. 

The Wizard of Oz, of course, is one of the most enduring journey and dis-
covery stories in American culture, although the 1939 film version has faded 
over years, and given ways to contemporary retellings and reimagining. In the 
1960s, the storyline about finding oneself found sincere resonance in gay com-
munities, and by the early 70s, the story was appropriated by black American 
culture as The Wiz: The Super Soulful Musical Wonderful Wizard of Oz. First 
a Tony Award winning Broadway production in 1975, the play was quickly 
snapped up by Motown and in 1977 perhaps most famously starred Diane Ross 
as Dorothy, Michael Jackson as the Scarecrow, Lena Horne as Glinda, and 
Richard Pryor as The Wiz. Those are pretty big slippers to fill in any of those 
roles, but straw hats off to Simpson and Cameron for more than holding their 
own with those legends. 

Also deserving central stage and an extra round of applause is Dede Ayite, 
the Costume Director. It isn’t just the playful and sparkly costumes that bor-
row heavily from the disco-era, but what Ayite brings is a remarkable versatil-
ity that includes one scene of black leather forest marauders who would look in 
place in a Mad Max movie, and when the Lioness wanders into a poppy field, 
she is seduced by dancers who look as if they were dressed by some combina-
tion of Saturday Night Fever John Travolta and Ziggy Stardust. For the imagi-
native fashion show alone, The Wiz is worth the price of admission. 

But, it is so much more than that. 

Wiz-Bang! 
OSF’s The Wiz Fills Some Big Sparkly Shoes 
BY PHIL BUSSE

DOROTHY (ASHLEY D. KELLEY) AND SCARECROW (J. CAMERON BARNETT) PREPARE TO “EASE ON DOWN THE ROAD.”  
PHOTO BY JENNY GRAHAM, OREGON SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL.
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Oregon Shakespeare Festival is 
filled to the brim with talent both in 
the spotlight and behind the scene. 
Among that strong list, Artistic As-
sociate Dawn Monique Williams has 
been awarded the Princess Grace 
Award. 

The Princess Grace Foundation’s 
goal is to financially support promis-
ing artists in film, dance, and theatre. 
With an extensive resume that reads 
like an almanac, Williams has been 
involved in OSF for three years. Orig-
inating from Oakland, California, 
she’s received an MA from San Fran-
cisco State University and an MFA 
from University of Massachusetts 
Amherst. Her education has led her 
to teaching theatre courses in Cali-
fornia and Massachusetts—and being 
involved in productions in Colorado, 
New York, the United Kingdom, and 
Oregon. 

She explains that she’s “immensely 
proud of a production of August Wil-
son’s The Piano Lesson I did last win-
ter with students at the University of 
Northern Colorado.” This production 
and another of Twelfth Night at the 
University of Massachusetts she de-

scribes as “serendipitously timed in 
my life.”

“From the time I was about six I 
knew I wanted to be a performer,” 
Williams says. “Theatre became a 
very serious—single-minded even—
ambition when I was a freshman in 
high school. It became a great escape, 
a way to tell magnificent stories, and 
part of a community.”

While her experience in genre is 
broad, her favorites are the classics. 

“I love playwrights who are also 
poets,” she says. “I like dense lan-
guage, word play, rich metaphor, 
and wrestling with big ideas. I like 
the theatrical experience, magic, big 
worlds, music and dance—expanding 
our worldviews and vocabularies.”

While she applied for the Princess 
Grace Award, she wasn’t necessarily 
expecting to win it. 

“I was of course very hopeful when 
we submitted the application, but 
these things are highly competitive 
so I didn’t want to get my hopes up 
too high,” she says. “I was immedi-
ately humbled to learn I had won the 
honor.”

DAWN MONIQUE WILLIAMS
PHOTO CREDIT: JORDYN WILLIAMS

Humbled by the 
Arts
Dawn Monique Williams Crowned 
with the Princess Grace Award
BY JORDAN MARIE MARTINEZ

Art Watch

CULTURE

Wine 
Issue

Wine is big business in the Rogue Valley. 
For the annual wine issue, the Messenger 

presents a look at how vineyards are working 
to be sustainable. An intriguing insight in an 

important industry--and its future. 

Contact us today to advertise your business in 
this popular issue.

advertise@roguevalleymessenger.com
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SPORTS & Outdoor

I was taking an evening walk along the bike 
path in Ashland a few weeks ago when I heard 
a strange noise. Shuffling, squeaking, grunting 
and an occasional “thock!” like a plastic mallet 
hitting a chunk of rubber. Drawn to the sodium 
lights of a nearby tennis court, I witnessed the 
strange spectacle of grown men on bicycles 
chasing a ball between two nets. 

Not usually one for organized sports—play-
ing or spectating—I was mesmerized by the way 
they stuttered around the court without crash-
ing into each other, fusing flesh and machine 
toward a single objective: the goal. 

“It’s like slow hockey,” said one of the partici-
pants to me after the game. 

He nailed it. Unlike most team sports, this 
is one where an uninitiated viewer can simply 
walk up, see what’s happening, and get sucked 
into the play. That’s what organizer Eric Mi-
chner hopes you will do when local bike polo 
teams get together on September 3rd and 4th 
for their first-ever Southern Oregon tourna-
ment. They’re calling it the Jefferson Joust. 

Why “Joust?” Each 
game begins with the 
players all lined up like 
knights on horseback, 
facing the opposing team 
at each end of the court. A 
bystander counts down to 
the kickoff, and the play-
ers are off, urging their 
steel horses toward the 
ball placed in the center 
of the court, mallets at the 
ready. The first player to 
strike the ball possesses it 
for the team. From there, 
it’s a simple matter of 
keeping it out of the mal-
lets of the opposing team 
and scoring a goal. 

All on bike.
After an eight-year struggle for legitimacy, 

getting kicked off courts across Ashland and 
having the cops called to break up their games, 
the Rogue Valley Bike Polo club just received of-
ficial permission to practice at the tennis courts 
in Hunter Park last year. Now, Michner says, the 
group is ready to take things to the next level.

“The Joust will bring together the bike polo 
community here in Southern Oregon in a way 
that’s never happened before,” he says. The 
event, which will also take place at Hunter 
Park, will feature up to 18 teams competing for 
the champions’ trophy. But, Michner says, the 
real goal is to have a good time.

“Bike polo is very much based on fun—not so 
much hardcore competition,” he says. “Heck-
ling is encouraged.” 

Hecklers’ Delight
The Inaugural “Jefferson Joust” is Bike Polo 
All Grown Up
BY TUULA REBHAHN

RIDING A STEEL HORSE. 
PHOTO CREDIT: TUULA REBHAHN 

JEFFERSON JOUST BIKE POLO TOURNAMENT
Saturday and Sunday, September 3 and 4

Hunter Park, 1699 Homes Avenue, Ashland

“Joust Spectating 
101”
         BY TUULA REBHAHN

•  Three players per team. Each player has a specialized polo bike, 
usually featuring discs over the spokes and fatter-than-normal tires 
to help with balancing and leaning into shots at slow speeds. Mal-
lets feature an open end for moving the ball and a closed end to hit 
with. 

•  In bike polo, body-on-body contact is legal. So is bike-on-bike, and 
mallet-on-mallet, as long as it’s not flagrant. However, any combina-
tion of the three is illegal, for instance hitting another player’s bike 
with your mallet or grazing their elbow with your handlebar. 
•  At the Joust there will be a referee to call the fouls and two goal 
judges, hopefully shouting GOALLLLLLL! a la Andrés Cantor. 

•  Once a team sores they award the ball to the other team to attempt 
a goal, but may retake it at any time after that. 

•  Generally, the game is played pretty similarly to hockey, soccer, 
and court polo.

THE RULES OF BIKE 
POLO ARE SIMPLE: 

•  DO heckle. “It’s a heckle-based sport,” says Michner. In fact, 
there will be a prize for Best Heckler! Just keep it family-friendly.

•  DON’T climb onto the court where teams are playing. Spectators 
will have ample room to hang out in the adjacent tennis court, or on 
the benches outside the courts. 

•  DO root for the worst player, best player, etc. There will be prizes 
for each. 

•  DON’T forget to admire the bikes. Each as unique as the rider, 
custom built for the sport. 

DO’S AND DON’TS

Dog Days of Summer on the Rogue Valley Rim 
by Jeanine Moy, Outreach Director, Klamath-Siskiyou Wildlands Center

Go Here

Traveling with a canine companion 
can make for a wild, pack-like experi-
ence. There are plenty of places to take 

the pooch, but some are 
more appropriate than 
others. 

For the dogs’ sake, 
know about their limits 
of safety and prepare 
well for your adventure.  
Foremost at this time of 
year, if a water supply is 
not available, make sure 
to bring some along! 

Also, before heading to 
publicly-shared places, 

don’t forget to encourage your pup to 
tread lightly; avoid important wildlife 

areas, prevent them from digging, and 
scoop or bury their poop!

Roxy Anne Butte, Medford: Some-
where between city-park and wild 
Cascade foothill, with wide-open oak 
hillsides, choice of paved or natural 
paths, and great sunsets Prescott Park 
provides easy access for all: two or four 
legged! 

Grizzly Peak, Ashland: This five 
mile loop is above 5,000 ft. Although 
there is no water supply it is a decent 
way to avoid the heat. Enjoy old trees 

on the backside switchbacks, then a 
walking out on the plateau with spec-
tacular views. To minimize your dogs’ 
impact, bring a leash for use around 
sensitive soils and wildflowers at the 
top. 

Wagner Peak, Talent: For the en-
dure-doggies out there, travel ten miles 
round-trip through old forest, sage-
brush meadows, and top out on a rocky 
summit. Water is scarce in the summer, 
be mindful of the meadow plants and 
wild creatures that live here. 

DOGS ON THE LOOKOUT 
PHOTO CREDIT: JEANINE MOY
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SCREEN

All who raise children know that 
deep, nagging question, “Am I do-
ing this right?” Followed by the only 
answer that comes, “Hell if I know, 
but here goes.” Writer/Director Matt 
Ross—who actually grew up here in 
the Rogue Valley and graduated from 
Ashland High School—addresses 
these very emotions in his second fea-
ture film Captain Fantastic—in a truly 
Pacific Northwestern way.

Like the roller-coaster that is par-
enting, Captain Fantastic is chock full 
of laughs, tears and pondering ques-
tions. For Ben (Viggo Mortensen), the 
world is black-and-white—corporate 
America is corrupt and the only pure 
way to raise one’s children to be free 
from the oppression of “the Man” is to 
cut off from society and teach yourself 
to survive. So, he and his wife Leslie 
(Trin Miller) do just that; move off the 
grid in the wilds of Washington State 
with their six children. 

Hunting for their food, rigorous 
mountain runs, scenario training and 
daily doses of the classics—Mao, the 
Bill of Rights, Marx and Bach—round 
out this busy family’s day. When trag-
edy strikes, and they must venture out 
into the world, Ben’s parenting meth-
od is confronted and the kids are, well, 
shell-shocked. As the story unfolds, 
tough questions are asked and even 
tougher answers are given, all major 
tests of their training.

The father role and his rigid out-
look on life presented in Ben, brings 
to mind Marlin, the father clownfish 
in Finding Nemo whose rigid rearing 
of Nemo leads them in an adventure 
across the ocean, leaving the viewer 

wondering if Ben too is only acting 
out of fear. And yet, he is not afraid 
of answering his children’s questions, 
urging them to discuss and reflect on 
what they have been taught and how 
that makes them feel. 

In a recent special showing of the 
film at the Varsity Theatre in Ash-
land as a fundraiser for the Ashland 
Independent Film Festival in front of 
a packed house, Ross—whose acting 
credits include the HBO series Silicon 
Valley and the films The Aviator and 
Good Night, and Good Luck, among 
others, discussed his motivations in 
making the film.

“It is more about being a parent 
than autobiographical elements. I was 
thinking about what my values are and 
what I wanted to pass on to my kids. I 
realized how quickly parenthood was 
going,” he said.

He called Captain Fantastic “trans-
formational,” and as a father of a 
13-year-old son and a 9-year-old 
daughter, in listening to Ross share, it 
is obvious that he has grappled with 
the same challenges that Ben faced in 
raising his children. It surely isn’t a 
“how-to” film. Instead, it poses que-
ries and gives a few answer options, 
but it really leaves the story on the 
table for the viewer to figure it out 
themselves—just like parenting. 

When asked about the title, Ross re-
sponded that it has nothing to do with 
the Elton John album. “In a culture 
dominated by superhero films, I am 
more asking a question,” he said.

So, to all the parents out there, can 
we each call ourselves Captain Fantas-
tic?

Living Up to Captain 
Fantastic
Locally-grown Writer/Director/
Actor/Parent Matt Ross Asks Tough 
Questions
BY SARA JANE WILTERMOOD

SJW: You just returned from 
premiering Captain Fantastic in 
London. How do you feel it was 
received there?

MR: It was screened at the Som-
erset House, which is a beautiful 
outdoor venue, the courtyard of a 
building dating back to the 1550s, 
I believe. We had approximately 
2000 people watching the film un-
der a warm London night. Anytime 
2000 people are sitting together, 
experience a single event - that is 
a powerful thing to behold. I heard 
laughter and crying and many peo-
ple came up to me afterward, say-
ing how much they were moved. 
The film presents bits of our US 
culture and foreign audiences re-
spond to those bits in slightly dif-
ferent ways than US audiences do, 
but - at least from the people that 
approached me - people seemed to 
really love it.

SJW: What inspiration did 
you draw from in writing and 
directing this film?

MR: Life. I couldn’t have writ-
ten this film 15 years ago. I was 
inspired by my children and what 
they’ve added to my life.

SJW: What is it like returning 
to the town in which you gradu-
ated from high school and show-
casing your work?

MR: Anytime you return to the 
place you grow up, you’re immedi-
ately flooded with memories from 
your youth. It’s a bit like entering 
a time-machine, you can’t help 

but reflect on what was, and what 
you were then. But, at this point, I 
haven’t lived in Ashland for many 
years and all my friends from that 
time are now scattered around 
the country. But I’m very happy to 
show the film in Ashland and sup-
port AIFF.

SJW: What personal meaning 
does Captain Fantastic hold for 
you?

MR: I suppose it’s a time-cap-
sule of sorts. Meaning, it repre-
sents a moment in time, a moment 
in my life when my children were 
still young and I was grappling in-
tensely with certain questions that 
every parent asks - what are my 
values, what do I want to pass to 
my children, what really matters 
to me, how do I want to prepare 
my kids to go out into the world 
and be loving, intelligent, compas-
sionate, capable, productive global 
citizens? 

SJW: What do you hope is 
next for you?

MR: I’m writing three films 
presently. The one that sucks the 
least, that one I’ll try to make next.

SJW: Favorite movie or TV 
show ever?

MR: Impossible question! I 
could give you a list of 20 “favor-
ites” in each category. But for the 
sake of argument: favorite movie 
- Blade Runner and favorite TV 
show - “Breaking Bad.”

DIRECTOR, MATT ROSS

Q&A with Matt Ross
BY SARA JANE WILTERMOOD

BEN (VIGGO MORTENSEN) AND THE KIDS ARE DRESSED TO IMPRESS
PHOTO COURTESY OF:  ROTTENTOMATOES.COM
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Hard to believe summer has f lown 
by and we’re already thinking about 
the annual ritual of preparing for the 
school year—from new clothes to new 
learning. One of the most important 
factors for anyone who wants to have 
the best possible brain function is to 
get enough sleep.

Sleep must be scheduled with way 
more priority than any soccer prac-
tice or study group (talking school-age 
kids) and way more than catching up 
on email or your fave Netf lix series 
(yoo-hoo, adults.) When you lose sleep 
you sacrifice memory and cognitive 
performance, not to mention the rest 
of your body suffers as well.

Catching good shut-eye is right up 
there with eating and exercise and 
stress management: handle those four 
areas and you’re almost certainly go-
ing to enjoy good health.

Two main issues with getting 
enough sleep are first: how much sleep 
do you need, and second: how do you 
overcome any obstacles to sleep.

How much sleep you need is age-
dependent: infants should be sleeping 
more than half the day at night plus 
naps. Your babies should be sleep-
ing as much as your cats do! Toddlers 
and pre-schoolers need somewhere 
between 10-14 hours. School-age kids 
need much more sleep than they’re 
getting! Starting school, a child may 
do fine on 11 or more hours of sleep, 
that’s not the problematic end. All the 
way through high school, kids still 
need 9 hours minimum. “I have to 
__________!” may sound like a really 
good reason to stay up late, but taking 
the long view, there’s never a good rea-
son short of a true 911-type emergency 
to short-change your sleep hours. 

And adults: you may do well with 7 
hours (8-9 hours are usually better!) 
but settling for anything less than 7 is 
likely shortchanging your brain pow-
er. Old people don’t “need less sleep,” 
though they often settle for less sleep. 

Never a good idea.
During sleep brains do their house-

cleaning (“don’t need that list any-
more”) and filing (“I’d better keep 
those European capital cities in my 
brain.”) Without adequate sleep, brain 
priorities are confused and real learn-
ing is impaired. Second graders need 
to learn and seventy-year olds certain-
ly don’t want to forget facts they need: 
we all need to have functioning short-
term memories to thrive. And our 
short-term memory becomes expend-
able if the brain has to cut corners: not 
good at either end of the age spectrum.

For some lucky folks, scheduling 8 
hours of sleep is a magic charm: the 
good sleepers among us can skip the 
rest of this column. For many folks, 
however, the decision is the small 
part, the accomplishment may be chal-
lenging. We’d need the whole paper to 
cover all the possible strategies, but 
it’s good to start with:

• Finish eating, exercising, and 
drinking alcohol at least 3-4 hours be-
fore bed,

• Dim lights and restful, 
screen-free time for 1-2 hours before 
bed,

• Schedule consistent bed and 
rising times. If you stay up late, try 
to keep the rising-time within 30-60 
minutes of the schedule rather than 
sleeping late,

• Yes, it’s a fact of physiology 
that many teens do better with a sleep-
advanced schedule and a late school 
start time: seize the opportunity if you 
have it and need it!, and finally…

• Keep your bedroom cool, 
dark, and free of electronic gizmos 
and wi-fi connections. (Even if you get 
a signal in your bedroom, you’ll sleep 
better if your phone is on airplane 
mode or at least 12 feet from your bed.)

Beyond the basics, there are many 
supplements and specific solutions 
that may be effective for a given in-
dividual. Best to choose supplements 
that fit in with your own physiology 
(say, vitamin D or tryptophan), and 
to avoid sleep aids that are purely 
pharmaceutical (anti-histamines and 
sleeping pills) as regular use of sleep 
meds is associated with impaired 
brain function on a par with lost sleep!

So for your annual celebration of 
either back-to-school or your lifelong 
love of having a happy and healthy 
brain, it’s up to you: how much night-
time sleep will you be getting this fall?

Read more of Dr. Deborah’s healthy 
insights at www.DrDeborahMD.com.

Studying the Inside 
of the Eyelids
A Lifelong Habit
BY DR. DEBORAH GORDON

DR. DEBORAH GORDON

•great lunches start with real food•

Open Daily 8 to 8
945 S Riverside Ave
(541)779-2667
www.medfordfood.coop
info@medfordfood.coop

Read more of Dr. Deborah’s healthy 
insights at www.DrDeborahMD.com.

I want to help you do a great job taking care of yourself

V i s i t  m y  w e b s i t e  f o r 
a r t i c l e s ,  r e c i p e s , 
a d v i c e  a n d  m o r e !

www.DrDeborahMD.com

WELLNESS



AUGUST 25 – SEPTEMBER 8, 2016   /  THE ROGUE VALLEY MESSENGER  /  29 

WEED GARDEN

LOCAL ROGUE VALLEY 
PRODUCT REVIEWED: 

“ Diamond Canna’s  R SO Infused Knockout  gummies are 
always the main event  of  the evening!  Coming in  at  13 4 
mg THC per  gummy,  these guys are  real  heav y weights! 
Don’t  let  those smiley faces fool  you,  they are  ready to 
deliver  a  TKO! Don’t  miss  out!”

TALENT HEALTH CLUB BUDTENDER: MEGAN MCFARLAND

Diamond Canna
“RSO Knockout Gummies” 

D I A MO N D  CA N N A  -  “RSO KNOCKOUT GUMMIES”

The Messenger
Don ’t Smoke

Finally, at the beginning of June, Oregon adults were 
deemed responsible enough to give concentrates and 
edibles (in small, restricted doses) a try. 

So now, we all can try and figure out what Dabs are. 
Broadly, concentrates are any cannabis product where 

the cannabinoids (the THC, CBD, CBG and so on) have 
been extracted from the plant material. 

The oldest form of concentrate is Hash or Hashish, 
the dry powdery kief that falls off the plant, was origi-
nally collected and pressed by Persians since around 
900 AD. Back in those days, it was likely eaten, but the-
ses days, most folks smoke it. 

In 2003, Rick Simpson created a homemade way of 
extracting the canabanoids from the plant by soaking 
the plant in isopropyl alcohol to treat his skin cancer. 
The resulting dark oil can then taken orally or applied 
on the skin. Rick Simpson Oil, or Phoenix’s Tears, are a 
great option for those who can’t or don’t want to smoke. 

Wildly popular since they entered the market are 
CO2 cartridges. The oil is extracted in an expensive 
machine that uses carbon dioxide and pressure to sepa-
rate the plant materials and extract the oil commonly 
used in the sleek “vape pens.” 

For those who love gadgets, dabs are where it is at. 
The necessary equipment is a “dab rig,” or as it looks a 
complicated glass (usually) bong-looking device, a dab-
ber tool (a little metal skewer like tool), and a torch, 
usually butane. The one end of the “rig” is torched till 
the glass is glowing molten hot, then let cool for a mo-
ment. Then, the dabber tool is used to place a tiny bit 
of the sticky concentrate onto the hot end, and the user 
draws in with their breath on the other (not hot) end, 
the vapor that is created. The vapor at that point has 
traveled through the rig, cooled in the water that is in 
there, so it doesn’t burn the lungs. Why go to all this 
trouble? Some like ceremony of it all, but mostly, be-
cause of the potency. The legal limit for recreational 
concentrates is 1,000 milligrams of THC per container, 
as opposed to the 15 milligrams found in edibles. 

Some of the concentrates used on a dab rig are prod-
ucts such as Butane Honey Oil, where the canabanoids 
are extracted by using butane to strip the plant. Many 
people have found that they don’t want to consume a 
product that could potentially contain traces of the sol-
vent, so other, solvent-less methods have been devel-
oped to create “shatter,” a brittle and opaque looking 
concentrate, or “wax” (slightly softer) or “budder” (al-
most like whipped honey butter). All these can be found 
at dispensaries, but an easy at-home method is to press 
a marijuana f lower between parchment paper with a 
hot iron or even a hair-straightening iron.  

Concentrating on 
Concentrates
BY OLIVIA DOTY
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VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Suggested 
experiments: 1. Take a vow that from now on 
you won’t hide your beauty. 2. Strike a deal with 
your inner king or inner queen, guaranteeing that 
this regal part of gets regular free expression. 3. 
Converse with your Future Self about how the 
two of you might collaborate to fully unleash the 
refined potency of your emotional intelligence. 4. 
In meditations and dreams, ask your ancestors 
how you can more completely access and activate 
your dormant potentials.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): I hope you are 
not forlorn, shivery, puzzled, or obsessive right 
now -- unless being in such a state will mobilize 
you to instigate the overdue transformations you 
have been evading. If that’s the case, I hope you are 
forlorn, shivery, puzzled, and obsessive. Feelings 
like those may be the perfect fuel -- the high-
octane motivation that will launch your personal 
renaissance. I don’t often offer this counsel, Libra, 
so I advise you to take full advantage: Now is one 
of the rare times when your so-called negative 
emotions can catalyze redemption.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): From what I 
can tell, your vigor is peaking. In recent weeks, you 
have been sturdy, hearty, stout, and substantial. 
I expect this surge of strength to intensify in the 
near future -- even as it becomes more fluid and 
supple. In fact, I expect that your waxing power 
will teach you new secrets about how to wield your 
power intelligently. You may break your previous 
records for compassionate courage and sensitive 
toughness. Here’s the best news of all: You’re likely 
to be dynamic about bestowing practical love on 
the people and animal and things that are 
important to you.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21): The odds are 
higher than usual that you 
will be offered a boost or 
promotion in the coming 
weeks. This development 
is especially likely to 
occur in the job you’re 
doing or the career plans 
you’ve been pursuing. It 
could also be a factor at 
work in your spiritual life. You 
may discover a new teacher or 
teaching that could lift you to the 
next phase of your inner quest. There’s 
even a chance that you’ll get an upgrade on 
both fronts. So it’s probably a good time to check 
on whether you’re harboring any obstacles to 
success. If you find that you are, DESTROY THOSE 
RANCID OLD MENTAL BLOCKS WITH A BOLT OF 
PSYCHIC LIGHTNING.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): The 
cosmos seems to be warming up to your charms. 
The stinginess it displayed toward you for a while 
is giving way to a more generous approach. To 
take advantage of this welcome development, you 
should shed any fear-based beliefs you may have 
adopted during the recent shrinkage. For instance, 
it’s possible you’ve begun to entertain the theory 
that the game of life is rigged against you, or that 
it is inherently hard to play. Get rid of those ideas. 
They’re not true, and clinging to them would 
limit the game of life’s power to bring you new 
invitations. Open yourself up wherever you have 
closed down. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Are any 
of your allies acting like they’ve forgotten their 
true purpose? If so, you have the power to gently 
awaken them from their trances and help them 
re-focus. Is it possible you have become a bit too 
susceptible to the influences of people whose 
opinions shouldn’t really matter that much to you? 
If so, now is a good time to correct that aberration. 
Are you aware of having fallen under the sway of 
trendy ideas or faddish emotions that are distorting 
your relationship with your primal sources? If so, 
you are hereby authorized to free yourself from 
their hold on you.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20):Now would be 
a favorable time to reveal that you are in fact a gay 
socialist witch who believes good poetry provides 
a more reliable way to understand reality than the 
opinions of media pundits -- unless, of course, you 
are not a gay socialist witch, etc., in which case 
you shouldn’t say you are. But I do advise you to 
consider disclosing as much as possible of your 
true nature to anyone with whom you plan to be 
intimately linked in the future and who is missing 

important information about you. It’s high time to 
experiment with being more completely yourself.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): In the coming 
weeks, I hope you won’t scream curses at the rain, 
demanding that it stop falling on you. Similarly, I 
suggest you refrain from punching walls that seem 
to be hemming you in, and I beg you not to spit 
into the wind when it’s blowing in your face. Here’s 
an oracle about how to avoid counterproductive 
behavior like that: The near future will bring you 
useful challenges and uncanny blessings if you’re 
willing to consider the possibility that everything 
coming your way will in some sense be an 
opportunity.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Oh how I wish 
you might receive the grace of being pampered and 
nurtured and entertained and prayed for. I’d love for 
you to assemble a throng of no-strings-attached 
caretakers who would devote themselves to 
stoking your healing and delight. Maybe they’d sing 
to you as they gave you a manicure and massaged 
your feet and paid your bills. Or perhaps they would 
cook you a gourmet meal and clean your house as 
they told you stories about how beautiful you are 
and all the great things you’re going to do in the 
future. Is it possible to arrange something like that 
even on a modest scale, Taurus? You’re in a phase 
of your astrological cycle when you most need this 
kind of doting attention -- and when you have the 
greatest power to make it happen.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): I invite you 
to dream about your true home . . . your sweet, 
energizing, love-strong home . . . the home where 

you can be high and deep, robust and tender, 
flexible and rigorous . . . the home 

where you are the person that you 
promised yourself you could be. 

To stimulate and enhance your 
brainstorms about your true 

home, experiment with 
the following activities: 
Feed your roots . . . do 
maintenance work on 
your power spot . . . cherish 
and foster your sources . . . 

and refine the magic that 
makes you feel free. Can 

you handle one more set of 
tasks designed to enhance your 

domestic bliss? Tend to your web 
of close allies . . . take care of what 

takes care of you . . . and adore the intimate 
connections that serve as your foundation.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): It’ll be one of 
those rapid-fire, adjust-on-the-fly, think-on-your-
feet, go-with-your-gut times for you -- a head-
spinning, endorphin-generating, eye-pleasing, 
intelligence-boosting phase when you will have 
opportunities to relinquish your attachments 
to status quos that don’t serve you. Got all that, 
Cancerian? There’ll be a lot of stimuli to absorb 
and integrate -- and luckily for you, absorbing and 
integrating a lot of stimuli will be your specialty. 
I’m confident of your ability to get the most of 
upcoming encounters with cute provocations, 
pleasant agitation, and useful unpredictability. One 
more tip: Be vigilant and amused as you follow the 
ever-shifting sweet spot.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): At the risk of asking 
too much and pushing too hard, my Guerrilla 
Prayer Warriors have been begging God to send 
you some major financial mojo. These fierce 
supplicants have even gone so far as to suggest 
to the Supreme Being that maybe She could help 
you win the lottery or find a roll of big bills lying 
in the gutter or be granted a magic wish by an 
unexpected benefactor. “Whatever works!” is their 
mantra. Looking at the astrological omens, I’m not 
sure that the Prayer Warriors’ extreme attempts 
will be effective. But the possibility that they will 
be is definitely greater than usual. To boost your 
odds, I suggest you get more organized and better 
educated about your money matters. Set a clear 
intention about the changes you’d like to put in 
motion during the next ten months.

Homework:

What would the people who love you best 
say is the most important thing for you to 
learn? Testify at Truthrooster@gmail.com.

Rob Brezsny - Free Will Astrology
freewillastrology@freewillastrology.com

FREE WILL ASTROLOGY
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LETTER CHOP
“REVENGE OF INERTS”--WITH AN ELEMENT OF SURPRISE, I HOPE.

- MATT JONES
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SUDOKU

To complete Sudoku, fill the board 
by entering numbers 1 to 9 such 
that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains every number uniquely.

For many strategies, hints and tips, 
visit www.sudokuwiki.org

If you like Sudoku you’ll really like 
‘Str8ts’ and our other puzzles, Apps 
and books. Visit www.str8ts.com

The solutions will be published here in the next issue.

No. 151 Easy Previous solution - Very Hard

©2016 Jonesin’ Crosswords (editor@jonesincrosswords.com)

NO. 154 - VERY HARD

Across
1 The Donald’s first wife
6 Band on Butt-head’s T-shirt
10 Elementary school basics
14 “Say that thou ___ forsake me”: Shake-
speare
15 “The Owl and the Pussycat” poet 
Edward
16 ___ Cynwyd, PA
17 Beyond saving
19 “The Heat ___” (“Beverly Hills Cop” 
song)
20 Zurich peak
21 Stephen of “The Crying Game”
22 It’s often done with soil or fish tanks
24 Suffer a mosquito attack, say
26 Inkling
28 Snapple stuff
29 Hip or Nap follower
30 Feline foot
31 Admitted as a guest
33 He was joint FIFA Player of the Century 
along with Pele
37 Cube creator Rubik
38 Bygone auto
39 Info
44 Martini & ___ (winemakers)
45 Plumb of “The Brady Bunch”
46 Judith with two Tonys
49 1099-___ (bank tax form)
50 Michael of “Arrested Development”
52 Herb-flavored 28-Across
54 He’ll pour you one
56 Slippery fish
57 Frying pan sound
58 It really isn’t butter
59 Cellular tissue that makes up all glands
63 More than want
64 “Other” category, for short
65 Recent NFL Hall of Fame inductee Brett
66 Investigators: Abbr.
67 “No question!”
68 11- or 12-year-old

Down
1 Conventioneers’ clip-ons
2 One end of the visible spectrum
3 Took on
4 Abbr. on a bad check
5 Centipede creator
6 Kelp, for example
7 Susan Wojcicki, for YouTube
8 Quayle or Marino
9 Brunch offering
10 Not that much
11 Binary
12 Surround, with “on”
13 Band with the album “Abraxas”
18 Abbr. after a former military leader’s 
name
23 Attempts, with “at”
25 Boxers alternatives
26 “Unaccustomed as ___ ... “
27 The Rock’s real first name
30 Not so well off
32 Aphrodite’s beloved
34 Beethoven’s Third, familiarly
35 African antelope
36 Costar of Bea and Betty
39 Board game where players guess what 
three things have in common
40 Puff the Magic Dragon’s land
41 Address of the Boss’s band
42 Zoologist’s eggs
43 Hard to pin down
47 Nutritional supplement brand in cans
48 Flunkies
51 Axis, to the Allies
52 “___ Interwebs” (sarcastic name for 
online sites)
53 “___ My Heart in San Francisco”
55 Body ___ (piercings, earlobe stretching, 
etc.)
56 Do art on metal, e.g.
60 Black coffee go-with
61 “Happiness ___ Warm Puppy”
62 Scientist’s formulation

REC ROOM



Alternative News, Local Public Affairs, Americana, 
Blues, Jazz, Rock, Reggae, World and so much more!

HEARD IN: Ashland, Jacksonville, Medford, 
Phoenix, Rogue River, Talent and Applegate

Listen to Democracy Now, with Amy Goodman. Monday - Friday at Noon

Broadcasting in the Rogue Valley on 89.5 FM 
and Streaming to the World at kskq.org

541-482-3999
330 E Hersey St #2  |  Ashland, OR

Wine Issue
Wine is big business in the Rogue Valley. For the annual 
wine issue, the Messenger presents a look at how vineyards 
are working to be sustainable. An intriguing insight in an 
important industry--and its future. 

advertise@roguevalleymessenger.com

Contact us today to advertise your 
business in this popular issue.


